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The purpose of this Society is to bring the 
people interested in Primula together in an 
organization to increase the general knowledge 
of and interest in the collecting, growing, 
breeding, showing and using in the landscape 
and garden of the genus Primula in all its forms 
and to serve as a clearing house for collecting 
and disseminating information about Primula. 
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THE VIEW FROM 

THE PRESIDENT 
 

PATRICIA HARTMAN 

 
April of this year I assumed the mantle of 
APS President following in imprints of our 
society’s great Primula role models who have 
led our organization since 1941. Our 
webpage banner says, “The American 
Primrose Society Bringing Primula 
Enthusiasts Together since 1941”. Not only 
does our society bring Primula enthusiasts 
together, but our horizons are expanded 
through friendships, photos, and knowledge 
that share the common interest of the 
Primulaceae family throughout the world!  

This Spring I had the opportunity to attend 
the American Primrose Society National 
Show held this year in Bristol, Rhode Island, 
hosted by the New England Chapter of the 
APS. Amy Olmsted did an excellent job of 
Chairing the event along with help from 
others of the New England chapter. It was 
very heartwarming to see old friends, meet 
new acquaintances and connect in person 
with members in attendance that I have 
spent hours online with but never would 
have recognized without meeting them in 
person. Hopefully, we will continue to have 
more shows throughout our association as 
our membership grows and we have more 
groups and chapters, both local and regional, 
who are willing to host these events either in 
person or through visual media. President 
Elizabeth Lawson said during the National 
Meeting that she liked to give a digital 
membership to fellow garden enthusiasts to 
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introduce them to our society. Those of us present thought this was a 
great idea and I hope to follow in her imprints on helping build the 
APS membership through gift memberships of my own. 

It was an immense pleasure to meet 
Paul Held who was the guest 
speaker for the event and gave an 
exceptional presentation on the 
Sakuraso Primula or Primula sieboldii. 
Paul tasked those attending his 
presentation with a math lesson, 
multiplying the variations and 
forms that the Sakuraso can 
generate through cultivation until 
the overwhelming number of 
25,000 resulted. The attendees also learned that those growing P. 
seiboldii can do so in a condensed area that occupies extraordinarily little 
prime real estate space. Paul drove from his home in Connecticut with 
over fifty pots in assorted sizes for his presentation display. His vehicle 
filled with Sakuraso was a florist’s delight, filled with fragrance and 
visual enjoyment.  

Other highlights of the show were the lovely garden tours, member 
meet & greet, National Meeting, plant vendors, Primula display show 
and judging. In future postings you can find pictures on both the APS 
website, Facebook, and Instagram pages. One of my favorites is the 
new Miniature Gardens that are popping up here and abroad at events 
that show case miniature plants in which Primula have the perfect 
opportunity to inspire and shine. Miniature gardens are near and dear 
to me since it was an introduction to Primula juliae that first brought me 
to my addiction of Primula. I had to buy one or two small P. juliae to 
plant on my Garden Railroad, which now has an assortment of various 
Primula species and cultivars growing amongst the other plant 
inhabitants of bonsai trees, sedums, and alpines. I always keep my eyes 
out for offerings of my first acquired Primula in the hopes of expanding 
my collection of P. juliae.  

Whatever your interest in plants, I do believe that there is indeed a 
Primula for everyone out there, novice grower or an expert in all things 
Primula, regardless of color interest or growing location. The APS is 
here to help expand all our views and knowledge be it the annual Seed 
Exchange, shows both National and local, online chats and questions 
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or researching our wonderful references and history in our online 
Quarterlies. The APS truly does bring enthusiasts together and inspires 
me to help make acquaintances around the globe through a common 
love for Primula. 

 

  

 

NATIONAL SHOW: EXPERIENCE 

OF A NEWCOMER 
 

SARAH SNOW HASKELL 

 
The purpose of The American Primrose Society is to bring Primula 
enthusiasts together to share valuable knowledge and experiences; this 
was the extent of my understanding of the Society before I attended 
the 2022 National Show.  

Held at the beautiful Blithewold Gardens in Bristol, Rhode Island on 
April 29th and 30th, this gathering was more than I expected. Not only 
did I head back to Vermont with multiple sleeves full of new plants for 
my garden, but I also created memories with enthusiastic and 
knowledgeable gardeners that inspired me to take the next step into the 
world of Primula.  

On the first day of the Show, members had the opportunity to visit the 
Sakonnet Gardens of John Gwynn and Mikel Folcarelli in Little 
Compton. To say I was impressed with the tour would be an 

understatement. The 
guides walked members 
on winding paths 
through the beautiful 
Spring displays. A 
wooden boardwalk 
through a field of 
blooming daffodils was 
the perfect ending to 
the tour. This was 
followed by a lovely 
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Cocktail Party hosted at a B&B in Little Compton. The breathtaking 
views as the sun went down set the 
tone for the gathering. Conversations 
were endless while members enjoyed 
good food and sipped wine. The party 
was so entertaining that a baby squirrel 
decided to join! As a newcomer, I felt 
the evening gathering had an 
unforgettable atmosphere because of 
how kind and inviting everyone was. 

The next day, the show plants were 
benched and judged while attendees 
browsed through tables of plants set up 
by unique New England vendors. The 
vendors included: Cochato Nursery, Edgewood Gardens, Issima 
Works, Mountain Brook Primroses, Garden Vision Epimediums, and 
Primrose Hill Woodlanders.  Assisting Amy Olmsted at the Primrose 
Hill Woodlanders booth was a wonderful experience; I was able to 
meet different gardeners and see the excitement on their faces as they 

browsed for plants – especially when 
members came across the popular 
Primula acaulis ‘Blue Zebra’. A catered 
lunch buffet was set just outside the 
mansion, which was followed by 
another mind-blowing tour.  

Head Horticulturist Gail Read 
navigated us through the Blithewold 
Gardens, ensuring we learned about 
the rich history of the mansion and the 
grounds. It is hard to choose a favorite 

feature of Blithewold; the grounds are made up of multiple gardens 
that feel like they stretch for miles. These include the Rose Garden, 
North Garden, Idea Garden, Rock Garden, Pollinator Garden, and 
Vegetable Garden. During the tour, we also walked through the Lord 
and Burnham Greenhouses — also known as “Blithewold’s door to a 
more exotic climate.” It is here where we walk amongst lovely tropical 
plants that are unusual to find in New England. While these gardens 
are all mesmerizing, the trees found on the grounds are a true 
spectacle.   
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After the tour, Premier 
American grower and 
breeder Paul Held gave an 
informative presentation 
on his specialty: Japanese 
forms of Primula sieboldii. 
Held had a breathtaking 
display of Primula sieboldii 
to view as we walked into 
the venue. Held kept 
attendees fully engaged by 
discussing the historical and cultural background of the sieboldii, 
flower classifications, cultivation, and more. Each attendee received 
plants to start in their gardens, with clear instructions on how to grow 
them successfully. The small packet that was distributed with a 
sieboldii rhizome can provide gardeners with weeks of blooms. The 
display will continue to grow every year as it spreads underground. 

As the National Show ended, APS members stuck around to help 
break down and clean up. Everyone made an effort to lend a helping 
hand, but a special thanks goes to Amy Olmsted for not only inviting 
me on this adventure but for also volunteering countless hours of 

organizing and planning everything 
from the flower show to the cocktail 
party.  

This experience was memorable and 
valuable to me as a young gardener. 
The members of The American 
Primrose Society made a lasting impact, 
including Merrill and Kelly Jensen, and 
Lucy Cole. Merrill and Kelly showed 
me so much more than I would have 
seen during both garden tours. Their 
knowledge is inspiring and their 
willingness to share it with others is 
admirable. Merrill and Kelly also went 

to great lengths to help Amy before, during, and after the show. Lucy 
volunteered a significant amount of her time to help set up the venue 
for the show plants. Lucy also served as a clerk during the Primrose 
Show for the first time. As a newcomer, I felt she went out of her way 
to make sure I felt comfortable and welcomed into the group. 
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The American Primrose Society is not only a group of Primula 
enthusiasts; it is a community of extraordinary gardeners who build 
friendships based on their love for primroses. As a new member of the 
APS I look forward to more experiences like that of the 2022 National 
Primrose Show in Rhode Island. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ivanel Agee Award for Best Hybrid 

juliae...Elizabeth Zander (magenta 

‘Wanda’) 

Etha Tate Award for Best 

Acaulis...Dorothy Swift (double blush 

‘Lingerie Pink’) 

Rae Berry Memorial Award for Best 

species...Susan Haddock (bright 

magenta P. marginata) 

Wesley Bottom Award for Best Hose-in-

Hose...Dorothy Swift (pale yellow with 

orange eye) 

John Kerridge Award for Most Species 

in Bloom...Amy Olmsted  
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NEW ENGLAND 2022 SHOW 
 

ELIZABETH LAWSON 

 
APS’s New England Chapter hosted a marvelous National Show at 
Blithewold in Bristol, Rhode Island on April 29–30, 2022. Chapter 
members organized a 
Friday evening cocktail 
party, tours at Blithewold, 
wonderful vendors, a visit 
to Sakonnet Gardens 
designed, developed and 
tended by John Gwynne 
and Mikel Focarelli (see 
a r t i c l e  b y  S u s a n 
Haddock), and last but 
not least a wonderful talk 
by Paul Held, a Primula 
sieboldii grower and expert. This event dispelled the gloom of two years 
without shows and created new energy and forward momentum for 
those Primula and primrose lovers who were able to attend and for the 
American Primrose Society.  

APS member Gail Read, whose title is Horticulturist, Gardens and 
Greenhouse Manager Emerita at Blithewold Mansion, Gardens and 

Arboretum—and who is also an APS 
member—guided the APS group 
throughout the event as the mansion was 
busy with wedding activities and other 
visitors. Blithewold, which stands for 
“happy woodland,” is known as one of the 
finest examples of the Country Place Era in 
the United States. On the tours Beth 
described the history of the family that 
created Blithewold gardens, which is largely 
the inspiration of Bessie Van Wickle 
McKee and her daughter Marjorie Lyons. 

Two giant sequoias and several enormous spreading European beeches 
cast their venerable stature over the lawn in front of the 45-room 
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mansion. There was family history and romance embedded in the 
landscape, with an aerial pet cemetery featuring plaques with names of 
favorite family dogs on trees clustered together, a Lover’s Lane leading 
down to Narragansett Bay, and a substantial yellow-groove bamboo 
grove where the tall woody stems knocked together in the wind like 
chimes. 

Paul Held, who has been a grower and student of Primula sieboldii 
cultivation for years, created a wonderful display of his stock plants in 
many hues and floral designs on a large barrow. Though these large 
plants were not for sale, each attendee at his talk had the opportunity 
to take home three dormant plantlets. This giveaway also included a 
brochure by Kazuo Hara describing the history of their cultivation in 
the Edo Period in Japan where, Hara writes, “it became incomparable 
just like the case of the Auricula in Great Britain.” Paul led audience 
members through quite the mathematical exercise, 5 x 5 x 5 …., as he 
explained how the more than 25,000 cultivars developed. He described 
the moment when new forms appear as the plant greeting the grower 
with the words, “Hello, I’m new.”  

Paul noted the generosity of Japanese growers who sent him dormant 
Primula sieboldii plantlets without roots attached to index cards. Their 
ability to go dormant (aestivate) when temperatures get too hot for 
their aboveground foliage makes this method of sharing cultivars 
workable. Members might be interested in a very informative series of 
articles, “A Symposium on Primula sieboldii,” published in the January 
1950 issue of the APS Quarterly 
(Vol. 7, No. 3) and now available 
online. Paul’s devotion to 
increasing awareness of Primula 
sieboldii in North America on 
behalf of their intrinsic merit and 
on behalf of the American 
Primrose Society, has demanded 
much of his time and energy.  
Fortunately, members were able 
to help him load the large pots 
into his car for the trip home to CT. 

The showroom, as usual, created its own special aura. Looking at 
individual plants at waist level gives the viewer a close view of its 
attributes. As someone who has never shown a plant at a show and 
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would like to at some point, I 
queried a few members after the 
show about their methods of 
preparing plants for a show. In 
addition to plants in pots, Susan 
Haddock brought two large trays 
of spring wildflowers that looked 
as fresh as if they had just woken 
up from their winter sleep.  I asked 
Susan how she did it. Here is her 

answer:  

“I think the biggest challenge 
in bringing my plants to the 
show is keeping the plants 
cool enough during the two-
day drive from Michigan.  I 
take the plants into our hotel 
room if the evening is very 
warm and leave the windows 
open when we stop for 
meals.  We drive a minivan so 
I have plenty of room for my 
plants. Keeping the pots upright can be an issue so I put the pots into 
a tray that has slots for individual pots. Also, I use some boxes with 
padding between the pots.  I brought 2 larger trays/pots; one with 5 
different Primulas, and one with 8 different Primulas and 8 different 
spring wild flowers and bulbs.  These were potted up using some of 

that potting mix with those 
hydration pellets. When wetted 
that material is rather solid and 
holds everything in place.” 
Hydration pellets! How useful! 

Lucy Coles, another committed 
grower who brings a variety of 
primroses and Primulas to the 
shows, addressed one of my 
worries about unearthing plants 
that are growing nicely right where 
they are, i.e., and don’t look in 
need of a car trip: “I am not sure 
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how I will handle my plants in 
the future. I did not like ripping 
my plants out of the garden. 
They looked good for the show, 
but it was a great shock to their 
little systems and they looked 
very unhealthy in the garden 
when I put them back—they 
have all survived. Perhaps I will 
figure out a way to keep some 
plants in my new pit house that 
can overwinter in pots. For now, 
I don't really care if I win any 
ribbons, I just go to the show to 
learn.”  

Both Susan and Lucy mentioned 
that a show is as much about the 
people as the plants. Lucy wrote, 
“The best part of the show was 
getting to know people better. 

Covid has been a dreadful time 
in all our lives and actually being 
in the same space with other 
Primrose enthusiasts was very 
exciting.” Susan’s described her 
feeling this way: “It was so much 
fun. I felt giddy, like a kid again.”  

I did too—like a kid in a candy 
shop. I came home with three of 
Amy Olmsted’s lovely Primula 
‘Lady Greer’ and two of Susan 
Schnare’s graceful, sparkling 
sundews (Drosera sp.), which I 
grew in tanks in my attic 
bedroom when I was young. 
New England Chapter members 
even arranged perfect weather 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e v e n t .  
Blithewold was a lovely setting 
for getting down to business as 
well. The AGM was held outside 
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THE AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY’S 

2022 SHOW TROPHY WINNERS 

Clockwise from top left: 

Ivanel Agee Award for Best Hybrid juliae...Elizabeth Zander 

(magenta ‘Wanda’), photo Sarah Snow Haskell 

Etha Tate Award for Best Acaulis...Dorothy Swift (double 

blush ‘Lingerie Pink’), photo Susan Haddock 

Rae Berry Memorial Award for Best species...Susan Haddock 

(bright magenta P. marginata), photo Lucy Coles 

Wesley Bottom Award for Best Hose-in-Hose...Dorothy Swift 

(pale yellow with orange eye), photo Sarah Snow 

Haskell 
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MORE WINNERS 
Top left: Amy Olmsted’s dark 

seedling won Best In Show, 

photo Amy Olmsted 

Top right: purple P. 

denticulata won Amy Olmsted a Best in Division, photo 

Sarah Snow Haskell 

Right: Lucy Coles made a delightful display on the entry 

table, photo David Hernandez 
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Clockwise from top left: 

Susan Haddock’s entry in Miniature 

Gardens with 8 Primulas and 8 spring bulbs 

won Best in Division, photo Pat Hartman 

Mary Webster won Best in Division for her 

blue silver-laced Poly, photo Amy Olmsted 

Lucy Coles captured these plants in the 

sunshine streaming into the Show Hall 

Susan Haddock’s second entry in 

Miniature Garden with 5 Primula won her 

another ribbon, photo Amy Olmsted 
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Clockwise from top left: 

Lucy Coles’ beautifully potted trio of pink through 

purple polyanthus, photo Sarah Snow Haskell 

Three little jewel-toned acaulis, photo Sarah Snow 

Haskell 

A funny story: Amy Olmsted brought a nice little P. 

frondosa to the show, hoping the flowers would open 

in time.  They did not, so she entered it in the Foliage 

Section, and ended up winning a First.  Well done, 

Amy! Photo Amy Olmsted 

Kris Fenderson and Jacques Mommens discussing 

plants in the Show Hall, photo Sarah Snow Haskell 
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Some of the paths through “rooms” 

of the Sakonnet Garden 
 

Left, large-trunked evergreens line a 

walkway through an understory garden, 

photo Sarah Snow Haskell 

Below, one of the paths through the 

Rhododendron Moss Garden, photo 

Elizabeth Lawson 

Bottom left, gate leading out to a 

meadow with topiaried trees, photo 

Elizabeth Lawson 

Bottom right, a log-slice covered door 

leading to more garden “rooms”, photo 

Elizabeth Lawson 
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More of the interesting things seen at Sakonnet 
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Facing page: a fence 
created by weaving old 
garden hoses through 
posts—a most colorful 
and unique addition, 
photo Elizabeth 
Lawson 
Left: the Indian-
inspired temple 
showing great contrast 
with the bamboo grove 
behind and 
groundcover with 
pond, photo Susan 
Haddock 
Below: the peeling 
bark Maples echo the 
colors of warm-hued 
tulips in the bed 
behind, Susan 
Haddock 
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VIRAGS SHOW 2022 

Top two photos—left; P. elatior ssp meyerii, and right; P. 

ruprechtii—cousins from the Caucasus.  

Bottom left: two pots of ‘alba’—top; P. hirsuta alba, and bottom’ 

P. x pubescens alba. 

Right middle: another white one—’Queen of the Whites’—

Primula x juliana. 

Right bottom: Primula marginata hybrids, shown by Janice Currie.  

All photos: Maedythe Martin 
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on a portico attached to the 45-room mansion What could be better? 
All of this, thanks to members of the New England Chapter. We owe 
them a debt of gratitude. 

VIRAGS SPRING SHOW, 

VICTORIA, BC 2022 
 

MAEDYTHE MARTIN 

 
After a gap of two years due to Covid, there was an alpine garden show 
held in Victoria, BC, again in 2022.  It was the 100th Anniversary of the 
club’s founding, so a special effort was made by everyone. This time 
the show was held in the Mary Winspear Center in Sidney, a half 
hour’s drive from downtown Victoria, but a great venue.  There were 
over 300 entries in the show, and some amazing alpine plants were 
displayed. 

The Primula classes had a total of 
28 entries. It was early in the 
season so the Primula marginata 
and European species and 
hybrids were well represented. 
The saxatile primroses entered 
included ‘Joan Evans’.  A blue 
violet flower sat above the clear 
green foliage.  This plant took a 
first prize. The old classic 
‘Beatrix Wooster’ was awarded 
second place, both entered by 
Maedythe Martin. In the Primula 
marginata class an entry of three 
pans showed the color range 
from blue violet to lilac to 
almost red and got a well-
deserved first.  Other P. marginata 
plants in the class displayed the 
many leaf variations—and many 
were outlined in farina.   

In the Primula species class, 
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Maedythe put in a display of some useful alpine Primulas: Primula hirsuta 
alba, Primula hirsuta and Primula x pubescens alba.  Nestled in rocks, they 
clearly showed how some of the Primula from the high European Alps 
can be used to good effect in rock gardens.  

The classic Vernales, which we always enjoy seeing, showed up but 
with a twist. The cowslip and oxslip were found in two three pan 
entries. In this case the cowslip was the red version and the oxlip was a 
stunning plant with many flower heads. But 
the plant that caught my eye was the 
Caucasus oxslip, Primula ruprechtii. I think 
this is the first time I have seen this. It is a 
modest plant with the flowers all pointing in 
one direction as oxslips do. The pale lemon 
yellow flowers are slightly cup shaped with a 
long calyx to set them off. The grower, Sue 
Lee, told me she got the seed from a 
botanical garden in Georgia near the Black 
Sea. I think we were fortunate to see this 
plant. And in the exhibit  next to it was the 
Caucasus cowslip, Primula elatior ssp. meyeri.  
An unusual colored flower, lilac pink with a 
yellow eye, this is a species that should be in 
every Primula lovers collection. It flowers 
early in the year, even coming up through 
the snow and is indeed a harbinger of 
spring. Seeing the two cousins side by side 
was a delight. 

Surprisingly there were not many Primula x 
juliana plants entered. But ’Queen of the 
Whites’, which was staged by Maedythe 
Martin, is an old variety that came from a 
friend who grew cyclamen. It is great to 
keep these older varieties going. 

In the Primula x polyanthus class there were 
some lovely flowers to see. The Cowichan polys were represented by a 
deep Venetian red variety. Next to it was a cheerful little gold-laced 
poly (right), and in the same class there was a fine plant of the double 
gold-laced a poly, ‘Elizabeth Killely’. 

There is an expert class at the beginning of the show that requires 6 
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pans in one entry. Maedythe Martin entered 6 different Primula 
marginatas here. The classic ‘Linda Pope’ appeared beside another plant 
with the distinctive toothed leaves. No one has determined the correct 
name for this plant, but we grow it in Victoria for its great whorls of 
leaves with handsome farina. A dwarf form, which appeared at a show 
in Vancouver a decade or more ago, has slightly pinker flowers than 
the dwarf form from England, and also more farina. The floriferous 
‘Napoleon’ presented a good display of flowers. The most interesting 
plant in this display was ‘Gordon’, a hybrid P. marginata bred by John 
Mercer in England. It is not often found, but is a great color, magenta 
pink, with dots of farina on its face. 

The plants were staged well and represented the range of Primula plants 
available for the spring garden and everyone was so glad to see them. 

 

 

 

APS NATIONAL SHOW 2022: 

SAKONNET GARDENS 
  

SUSAN HADDOCK 

 
A visit to Sakonnet Gardens was one of the events at the APS 2022 
National show.  This magical garden was designed by John Gwynn and 
Mikel Folcarelli and is set in the beautiful countryside of Little 
Compton, Rhode Island.  It is 
composed of many garden 
rooms. 

The entrance to the garden is 
an old stone wall as typically 
seen all over New England, 
but this one is topped by a 
decorative extension of logs 
cut in discs of various sizes to 
display their cross-sections, 
arranged so the whole wall is 
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about 7 feet tall. The wall curved and entered a moss corridor garden 
with a slim gravel path. Patches of erythronium and other woodlanders 
occasionally dotted the moss along the path. 

The garden was almost like a maze with many rooms created by 
carefully pruned yew hedges, box hedges, and other areas created by 
euonymus on armatures to help shape and support the walls, arches, 
and other shapes over the doorways and passages from one room to 
the next. The rooms are not just laid out in a linear pattern; some 
rooms can be entered from more than two other rooms. 

One area is a shade garden, with the shade created by rhododendrons 
with enormous flowers and other shrubs and trees, including a 
sycamore. The herbaceous plants there, of great interest to me, were 
beautiful stands of 
trillium of all sorts and 
Paris species, a large 
collection of Asian 
podophylums, martagon 
lilies, mertensia, Primula 
kisoana, lady slipper 
orchids, and other 
luscious wildlings. 

One of the rooms has 
beautiful shrubs and trees 
underplanted with lovely 
ground cover and perfectly placed large orb sculptures. There are other 
sculptures of simple forms in the gardens.  Another room has a terrace 
wall created by brightly colored garden hoses woven basket style. (see 
page 18) Another had pools surrounded by petacites, rodgersia and 
other moisture-loving plants surrounded by rhododendron and 
azaleas.  

The next room has a bamboo grove and palms 
and a surprising red East Indian temple or open 
garden room entered by climbing a tall set of 
red stairs (see page 19). The platform, pillars, 
and roof have wonderful Indian ornamentation 
and garlands of golden marigold flowers strung 
together. The whole room and its structure are 
very romantic. 

Throughout there are many exotic conifers, 
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some weeping and others pencil-shaped, and pencil-shaped red 
barberries, magnolias, and many exotic deciduous trees too numerous 
for me to identify and mention. Farther along there is a golden/
chartreuse accented room.  Another room had a foot-tall Furby-like 
creature on top of the wall, in fact a Great Horned owlet. Another of 
my favorite rooms has a formal central lawn surrounded by paperbark 
maples glowing red in the afternoon sun; the borders beyond were 
planted with red and orange tulips echoing the reddish glow of the 
maples (see page 19). The garden then opens up to a big sky and a 
lawn with drifts of daffodils and topiary. 

We were there on a perfect spring afternoon, with blue skies and mild 
temperatures. It was a dramatic and beautiful visit.  I thank Amy for 
choosing this garden for us, and John Gwynn and Mikel Folcarelli for 
opening their garden to us. 

————————————- 

1Editor’s note: Paris japonica is quite noteworthy. ScienceDaily published an article in 2010 with the 
title: “Rare Japanese plant has the largest genome known to science.” The opening paragraph 
reads: “Scientists at Kew's Jodrell Laboratory have discovered that Paris japonica, a striking rare 
native of Japan, has the largest genome of them all -- bigger than the human genome and even 
larger than the previous record holder -- the marbled lungfish.” 

 

 
 

COWSLIPS AND NATURE’S 

CALENDER 
 

ANNE ELIZABETH HOGUE 

 
In the Fall of 2021 I made the decision to stop writing articles to submit to the 
APS. I felt with my declining eye sight and lack of ideas to write about I would give 
up something I loved doing. I also felt that being a amateur writer, it was no huge 
loss. 

Sometimes we need to be reminded that we all have value.  Just because I will not 
reach the level of skill in my writing that others may attain, doesn't make me less 
than. 
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I was reminded of this just recently by a very dear friend. William had read all my 
articles written for the APS as well as the Home Orchard Society that had been 
published and when I told him I stopped writing he quoted from Mathew 25 (14-
30): The Five Talents. 

I have to be honest I do not read from the Bible on a regular basis. But his wisdom 
hit me. I sat down this evening and wrote my first submission of 2022. So here 
goes... 

This is for William. 

As most gardeners realize, there is a proper time to divide your plants 
in the spring. According to the 2022 Calendar on my kitchen wall, 
Spring starts March 20th, and ends June 21st. This is good information 
to have, but I rarely depend on my calendar to tell me Spring has 

arrived. That's for the birds. 

On March 16th, a pair of violet-green swallows 
arrived to check out one of three bird houses we 
supply for them in our small garden. They are 
placed under the eave of the house. Ken, my 
husband, is in charge of their maintenance and 

takes great care. He also has houses for 
chickadees, nuthatches, and bluebirds who 

frequent our yard. 

By March 22nd, three pairs of swallows have arrived, along with a 
mating pair of Western blue birds. This is my favorite time of year. It is 
also the best time of year to divide my Primula. 

Weather permitting I get outside and see what needs to be done the 
very day we see the first couple of swallows, and get my hands in the 
soil, digging, dividing, and transplanting. T h i s 
year I had several clumps of cowslips to divide 
and move about. I knew the swallows knew 
that it was the proper time.  I trust them 
every year and they have never let me down. 

The cowslip was the first Primula I ever 
purchased. I had been introduced to 
primroses through my mother-in-law who 
gave me my first primrose—the Juliana 
hybrid 'Wanda', and that sparked my interest 
in Primula.  I found the cowslip at a Coastal 
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Garden Center in Newport, Oregon, back in 1975. Ken and I had 
moved from the East Coast, where I was born, and settled in Portland, 
his hometown. We had recently purchased our first home, and Ken, 
true to his word and keeping his promise to me, started planting a 
small fruit orchard and made a flower bed for me. I had always wanted 
a garden and when Ken proposed marriage to me he promised me a 
garden. 

I will never forget that first English Cowslip—the scent was heavenly. 
I kept the plant on my lap on the hour-long ride home, so very pleased 
with the purchase. A girl never forgets that first primrose, any more 
than she would her first love. Women, in general, are romantics. It just 
can't be helped.  

Nearly fifty years later, I still enjoy the first day of Spring and look 
forward to it each and every year. 

 

 

 
AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING HELD ONLINE VIA 

ZOOM, SUNDAY MAY 22, 2022  
 

The meeting was held online.  Quorum and start at 6:00 pm EDT. 
Board members present:  Pat Hartman (President, President of Juneau 
Chapter), Mark Dyen (VP, President of New England Chapter), Jon 
Kawaguchi (Treasurer), Dean Wiegert (Secretary), Amy Olmsted 
(Director), Robin Hansen (Director), Danielle Brown-Farrell (Director), 
Lucy Coles (Director), Susan Haddock (Director) 
 
Regrets:  Julia Haldorson (Director, Membership Secretary); Maedythe 
Martin (Co-Editor); Elizabeth Lawson (Immediate Past President) 
 
1. Welcome & Introductions of Board Members 
 
2. Approval of Agenda with the addition of New Business item 6. D., 
Website Tech Replacement. (Susan/Dean) 
 
3. Approval of the Minutes of Febuary 20, 2022 board meeting. 
(Susan/Mark) 
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4. Treasurer’s Report - Quarterly Financial report emailed prior to 
meeting. 

A. Income Less Expenses January 1, 2022 – March 31, 2022:  
$2,604.22 
B. Total Liabilities and Equity March 31, 2022:  $35,534.37 
C. No discussion, report stands as presented. 

 
5. Business arising from the meeting of February 20, 2022   

A. Update on Membership Questionnaire.  
Membership questionnaire was added to the website and mentioned 
in the Winter quarterly.  Two members have completed the survey.  
Dean will be sending an email to the membership to ask them to 
complete the survey. 
B. Update on New England Chapter/ AGM Meeting April 30, 
2022 
Amy, the Chair of the New England Show, reported a successful 
show with a great selection of vendors.  The society’s Annual 
General Meeting was held on Saturday at the show venue, the annual 
report was available on the website prior to meeting.   

 
6. New Business  

A. Discussion of Chapter Charter Documentation 
The interest from society members on the west coast and midwest of 
the USA in forming a chapter resulted in a search for a charter 
document.  No existing charter document has been found. A new 
charter document was drafted by Pat, Elizabeth and Dean and 
emailed to the board prior to the meeting for review and acceptance 
of the board.  Motion (Susan/Robin): to table the vote on the 
document until more board members have reviewed it. Carried.  
Motion (Mark/Susan):  to allow sharing of the document draft with 
those members considering forming chapters.  Carried. 
B. Dorothy Dickson Award  
Jon proposed retroactive nomination for 2019 and 2020 of the award 
to Jane Guild and Elizabeth Lawson, respectively.  A search is 
underway for the award plaque that was last awarded to Merrill 
Jensen in 2018.  Action:  Mark Dyen will visit Tower Hill to check if 
it was left there.  Pat will check with Merrill.  Motion (Susan/
Danielle):  To retroactively award the Dorothy Dickson award to 
Jane Guild for 2019 and to Elizabeth Lawson for 2020.  Carried. 
C. Board Meeting Dates for the next 12 months 
August 28, 2022; November 27, 2022; February 19, 2023; May 21, 
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2023.  Motion Amy/Susan): To accept these meeting dates.  Carried.   
D. Website Tech Replacement 
Jane Guild has resigned as the society’s website technician.  The 
board discussed options to replace her.  Jon will continue daily 
changes and updates and Pat has experience with website 
maintenance for another group.  Lucy, Robin and Danielle also may 
be able to assist with website maintenance.  Action:  Pat asked board 
members to send suggestions for website updates/changes to Lucy 
before the August meeting to compile for discussion.  A website 
update by an outside company which will enable the administration 
of the ICRA project, may be pursued after future discussion.   

 
7. Committee Reports  

A. Membership – report emailed prior to meeting. As of April 11, 
2022 total membership:  217.   
B. Website – report emailed prior to meeting. Jon continues to be 
contact for updates/changes.   
C. Editorial – report emailed prior to meeting.  Spring quarterly 
delayed.  Editorial deadline for Summer is June 1. 
D.  Seed Exchange – report was emailed prior to meeting.  As of 
March 22, 2022:  Sales $1,800; Donations $515; Expenses $1,264.15 
E. ICRA – report emailed prior to meeting. Pat has built a cultivar 
checklist on Excel and distributed copies to committee members to 
work on throughout the summer. Work on the application for 
naming cultivars continues.  Contacts are being made throughout the 
world for the project.  
F.  Social Media Accounts – Pat and Dean have taken over as 
administrators of the society’s Facebook Account.  Lucy was given 
passwords for administration of a society Instagram account.   

 
8. Chapter Reports 

Juneau – Pat answered questions and assisted with tours at the May 
15th annual Primula Day at the Jensen Olson Arboretum. Attendance 
was 160.  Former Board member Ed Buyarski was also present to 
speak on pins and thrums.  Several interested attendees signed up for 
chapter meeting information.  Seed collecting is on the radar for 
future meetings.   

 
9. Date of next meeting. 
 August 28, 2022 
 
10. Adjournment (Dean/Amy) 
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NATIONAL 
AURICULA 

AND PRIMULA 
SOCIETY 

 
 

NORTHERN SECTION 
 
 
 

Please consider joining the National Auricula 
and Primula Society - Northern Section. 

Overseas memberships are some of the best 
ways to learn more about your favorite plants.  

Benefits include publications and more. 
 

Write: D. Skinner, Treasurer.  Nanny Lane, 
Church Fenton, Tadcaster, N. Yorks.  LS24 9RL. 

 
Overseas membership £15 

 
Please make checks payable to NAPS. 

www.auriculas.org.uk 

NATIONAL 
AURICULA 

AND PRIMULA 
SOCIETY 

 
SOUTHERN SECTION 

 

www.southernauriculaprimula.org 
 

The National Auricula & Primula Society - 
Southern Section was founded in 1876 by and for 
enthusiasts who raised and exhibited Auriculas,  

Gold-Laced polyanthus and other primulas. 

 
The Annual subscription is £7 (UK) for single or 

family membership, Overseas £15.00 
Members receive an illustrated Year Book and a 

Newsletter - Offsets - containing interesting articles 
on growing and raising Primulas together with their 

history and cultivation. 
 

Applications for membership of the N.A.P.S. 
Southern section should be made to: 

The Honorary Secretary, Lawrence Wigley, 
67 Warnham Court Road, Carshalton Beeches, 

Surrey, SM5 3ND. 
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Should there ever be a question about your membership, please contact: 
Julia L. Haldorson, APS Membership 

P. O. Box 292 
Greenbank, Washington 98253 USA 

membership@americanprimrosesociety.org 

British Columbia Primrose 
Group 
Maedythe Martin, President 
951 Joan Crescent  
Victoria, BC V8S 3L3 
(250) 370-2951 
martin951@shaw.ca 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Juneau Chapter 
Pat Hartman, President 
17060 Island View Dr  
Juneau, AK 99801-8357  
patricia.hartman4@gmail.com  

 
New England Chapter 
Mark Dyen, President 
132 Church Street  
Newton, MA 02158 
mark.dyen@csgrp.com 

OFFICERS OF THE CHAPTERS 

New Members 
April 29 - July 28, 2022 

 
Year of  Name Name  Address 
Expiry 
2023 Sue Judith Belano 3910 Williams St., Downers Grove   IL   60515   USA 
2023 Shirley Campbell PO Box 21544, Juneau   AK   99802   USA 
2023 Corinne Conlon Dirt Girl, 9213 Emily Way, Juneau   AK   99801   USA 
2023 Linda Coombs 4820 NW Washington St., Vancouver   WA   98663   USA 
2023 Julie Dinsdale 153 Suburbia Ave., Santa Cruz   CA   95062   USA 
2023 Johanna Fagen 1138 Slim Williams Way, Juneau   AK   99801  USA 
2023 Marianne Giusti 1238 Kelly Road, Bellingham   WA   98226   USA 
2023 Sarah Snow  Haskell 948 Monument Hill Rd., Castleton   VT   05735   USA 
2023 Darlene Nadane 1301 Harwood Ct., Midland   MI   48640   USA 
2023 Benita Russo 584 Sawyer St., So. Portland   ME   04106   USA 
2023 Lauren Smoker 5875 Thane Road, Juneau   AK   99801-7730   USA 
2023 Brad Terp 1007 N 121st St., Wauwatosa   WI   53226   USA 
2023 Sheryl Wittig 9680 Moraine Way, Juneau   AK   99801   USA 




