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The purpose of this Society is to bring the 
people interested in Primula together in an 
organization to increase the general knowledge 
of and interest in the collecting, growing, 
breeding, showing and using in the landscape 
and garden of the genus Primula in all its forms 
and to serve as a clearing house for collecting 
and disseminating information about Primula. 
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THE VIEW FROM... 

THE EDITOR 
 

JANE GUILD 

 
This Quarterly, Autumn 2021, marks my 
fifteenth year as Editor with the American 
Primrose Society.  15 years you ask?  How 
did that happen?  Well, it was my mother’s 
“fault”.  Over the years, she has asked me to 
step in to help the APS on numerous 
occasions.  In my teens, when she was the 
Editor for the Quarterly, I helped to mail it 
out.  My mother is Maedythe Martin, who 
joined the APS when I was just a toddler.  
She has been invaluable in keeping the 
Quarterly full of interesting articles during 
my time as Editor.   

During my time, I have seen the Quarterly 
itself change, literally—it used to be 6” x 9”.  
Over the years we’ve included more black 
and white photos in articles, we’ve had two 
columns (and now only one), and we’ve had 
various guest writers.  

I’ve also seen the face of the APS change—
somewhat.  While our President has changed 
a handful of times, some of the supporting 
players have not.  Our Membership Chair, 
Julia Haldorson, started on the APS Board as 
Treasurer/Membership in 2000. Jon 
Kawaguchi took over the Treasurer part of 
her position in 2007.  That’s a combined 35 
years of service.  Add to that Michael Plumb, 
who started on the Board as Vice President 
in 2003, and then transitioned to the 
Secretary role in 2005.  He held that position 
for another 14 years, until our current 
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Secretary Dean Wiegert took over.  Officers and Board member 
positions come up for election every 2 or three years, respectively. 
These people have volunteered time and again to stand for the 
position. 

To that end, we need help from our members.  We need more 
candidates for elected positions in the APS.  Currently we are looking 
for willing nominees for President, Treasurer and three Director seats.   
The reality is that if the APS cannot fill these positions, the Society is 
in danger of shutting down.  Please, if you have the inclination, read 
our Secretary’s article on page 11.    

So, having spent almost a third of my life as Editor, I’d really like to 
see it continue on.  We need help from our membership in order to see 
that happen.  And if you happen to have something you’d like to see in 
the Quarterly, I’ll be here. 

 

 
 

FOX’S THOUGHTFUL 

GARDENING 
 

ELIZABETH LAWSON 

 
As many of you know, I wrote a book called Primrose for Reaktion’s 
Botanical Series. I tried to encompass as much of the botanical, 
horticultural, social, and cultural history of the primrose family as was 
possible, but much eluded me—and the publisher had a word limit. 
Recently the multitudes of mosquitoes engendered by the almost 
constant deluges of rain this summer chased me away from my fall 
gardening projects into a bookstore, where I picked up a remaindered 
copy of Thoughtful Gardening by Robin Lane Fox, published in 2010. I 
was excited to find that Fox, a fellow of ancient history and garden 
master at New College, Oxford, and longtime gardening columnist for 
the Financial Times, devotes a page in the Introduction to a primrose 
story. 
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The title of Fox’s book pays tributes to 
his belief that despite his status as a 
respected academician, he has done 
more thinking in his garden than 
anywhere else. He writes, “I began 
when I was 10 years old and by the age 
of twelve was a seriously keen grower of 
alpine plants. I have continued ever 
since, widening the range of plants I 
have known, grown, and killed 
personally.” He managed not only New 
College’s garden, but nine other outlying 
university gardens and a personal 
garden in the Cotswolds. 

Fox realized, sadly, that while his 
students may have enjoyed the gardens in a general way, they missed 
much in the way of specifics and practicalities. He writes, “In more 
than thirty-five years of teaching them, I have asked from time to time 
if one of them knows what a primrose looks like. They may have read 
poetry by Milton or Herrick and they may even have scored a 
distinction in plant sciences. Not one of them has ever known a 
primrose.” He describes several incidents. In one, as the scent of 
bluebells is wafting into his office where he has been meeting with a 
student, he asks his question. The student dismisses it as “a pedantic 
question” and says, “I see exactly the same flowers as you do, but you 
just put academic names on them.” Fox is dismayed and at lunch 
relates the incident to Oxford’s Professor of Logic, who after a long 
silence says, “I do not know what a primrose looks like either.”  

Fox emphasizes the romantic in his gardening philosophy. He believes 
it is useful to know a primrose by name and by sight. He writes, 
“Gardening is dulled and limited if defined by moral purposes that are 
driven by other concerns. Thoughtful gardening leads instead to 
knowledge, an asset that is intertwined with gardening’s roots” (e.g., 
Garden of Eden). But Fox shows himself possessed of gardening 
sentiment in another primrose story in the book. In the chapter titled 
“Oh Dear, I Do Love Gardens!” he refers to the flowers of memories 
and dreams: “There are memories in us all: memories of flowers seen 
long ago or ideal gardens from a childhood we can never revisit. I 
wrestle with my own dreams, knowing that the underlying images will 
never be fully realized in hard daylight.” The chapter title is from one 
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of Katherine Mansfield’s letters written near her death from 
tuberculosis in January 1923 at age 35. Mansfield, who grew up in New 
Zealand, is considered one of the great short story writers of the 20th 
century. In the letter referenced by Fox, Mansfield is staying at a 
rundown priory near Fontainebleau where the Russian guru George 
Gurdjieff, whom Fox calls “a prince of baloney,” has proposed to treat 
her tuberculosis with a spartan farm life, dancing, and cosmic rays. It’s 
rustic, damp, and cold. The residents peel carrots, slaughter pigs, and 
massage cows. Mansfield sleeps on a pile of carpets in a loft over the 
cows in order to inhale their breath for curative purposes. In this last 
letter, a few days before she dies, she records signs of spring: “Under 
the espalier pear trees there are wonderful Xmas roses which I saw for 
the first time this year. They reminded me of Switzerland, and 
somebody found four primroses the other day.” Throughout the five 
volumes of Mansfield’s letters there are many mentions of flowers, her 
great love of them having begun during her childhood in New 
Zealand. Fox finds the mention of the hellebores and the primroses 
poignant: “The deeply felt memory of flowers had sustained her for so 
much of her shortened life. Three years earlier, in Menton, she had 
written home about her ‘fifteen cinerarias in Italy’ and ‘how they grew 

against the sea.’ ‘I hope,’ she 
added, ‘one will be able to call 
these things up on one’s 
deathbed.’ I strongly believe she 
could and did.”  

F o x ’ s  r u m i n a t i o n s  o n 
“thoughtful gardening” fit in 
with the mission statement of 
the American Primrose Society 
“to increase the general 
knowledge of and interest in the 
collecting, growing, breeding, 
showing and using in the 
landscape and garden of the 
genus Primula in all its forms and 
to serve as a clearing house for 
collecting and disseminating 
information about Primula.” It 
might be nice, however, to 
acknowledge the social and 
cultural impacts of primroses in 
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our lives, which do not neatly fall into the category of “information,” 
in our mission statement. Fox notes that a benefit of “thoughtful 
gardening” is that “It has deepened what I find in books and poems 
and in great paintings, the identity of whose flowers is so seldom 
considered by their curators and historians.” The 70 years’ worth of 
APS quarterlies available digitally on our website include many articles 
that show how botanical and horticultural information intersects with 
the social and cultural aspects of our lives. 

Sources 

Fox, Robin Lane. Thoughtful Gardening. Basic Books, New York. 2010. 

Mansfield, Katherine. The Collected Letters of Katherine Mansfield. Edited 
by Vincent O’Sullivan and Margaret Scott. Volume 5. 1922–1923. 
Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2008 
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PRIMULA PROPAGATOR 
 

BOB WHITMAN 

 
Growing up as a 4H boy on a midwestern farm, I collected and 
pressed tree leaves for a project book, tended a family vegetable garden 
and a flower garden bursting with zinnias, marigolds and other 
traditional American annuals. When I moved to western Oregon in my 
30’s, a whole different array of options confronted me.  The new mild 
climate encouraged branching out into a wonderful array of exotic 
species. A collection of books by Graham Stewart Thomas about old 
and species roses, sent me searching through pioneer cemeteries for 
interesting and obscure roses some from the 1500-1600’s, popularized 
in the 1800’s, including the “Yellow  Rose of 
Texas” ('Harison's Yellow’),  which followed the Forty Niners west, 
and thrives today in the harsh, dry environs of eastern Oregon. 

At the same time, I discovered that rhododendrons came in colors 
other than the rather bleak lilac/purple stout enough to weather winter 
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found in Ohio. Tiny ones, massive whites, reds, all sorts of yellow to 
orange vivid colors, species and hybrids created by breeders here in the 
Pacific Northwest! My new home, Eugene, turned out to be a 
foundation site of the world’s finest garden of species rhodies, now 
located in Federal Way, Washington, just a few hours up the interstate.  

All the while I was collecting roses and rhodies,  a more subtle 
assortment of small, tidy little spring blooming Primulas crept in, 
initially rather inconspicuously. ‘Wanda’, perhaps everyone’s first 
named Primula began to peak out from under the rhodies, joined over 
time by a wide variety of Juliana hybrids. How can one not collect “the 
whole set”, well, at least as many as fall to hand! ‘Sheilas’ a lovely, 
vigorous yellow P. vulgaris from the garden of the eponymous friend, 
“East 39th Street”,  arrived, a sturdy little miniature polyanthus, rustled 
(with the owner’s permission) from that site along with whatever I had 
the good fortune to stumble across in neighbors’ gardens in the area. 

Books began to accumulate – as had happened with roses and rhodies 
– to help me sort out the multitude of colors and varieties. ‘Garryarde 
Guinivere’, ‘Kinlough Beauty’, ‘Jay-Jay’, ‘Schneekissen’ and others 
assumed greater dignity now that their proper names were attached. 
Pinkish P. vulgaris sibthorpii, Primula denticulata (“Drumsticks”) in a 
variety of colors and several of the “old doubles” like ‘Quaker’s 
Bonnet’ began to carpet the woodland garden. A visit to an APS 
national show in Portland 
produced charming varieties of P. 
sieboldii in pinks, purples and whites 
and lovely variations thereof.  
Delicate little gold-laced polyanthus 
drifted south from John Kerridge’s 
work in Canada to peek out and 
enchant visitors. 

The first candelabras – P. japonicas, 
of course - followed me home and 
settled in alongside our little 
stream. Between the books 
(especially “Primulas” by Mary A. 
Robinson), the visit to the national 
show and a subscription to the 
APS quarterly “Primroses”, 
propagation became a necessity. 
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Via a small greenhouse, a home-built misting system and seeds from 
the APS seed exchange, an interesting array of new species claimed my 
attention.  

Soon vigorous little starts of P. japonica, P. bulleyana, P. beesiana, P. 

pulverulenta and others began to rise from seed flats. The candelabra 

craze took effect… but that’s a story for another issue. 

 

 
 

A LIFE-LONG LOVE OF 

FLOWERS 
 

ANNE HOGUE 

 
In my early twenties I discovered my love of Jane Austin novels: 
Persuasion, Sense and Sensibility and of course, Pride and Prejudice.  I also 
adored flowers and had my first garden.  Most of my fondest 
memories have flowers connected to them.  My grandmother loved 
wild violets, my mother, roses. 

I grew up in a military family and we moved every few years.  My 
mother loved flowers but was never given the opportunity to have a 
garden.  I was born in the early 1950s when my father was at the 
United States Military Academy at West Point, New York.  Army life 
was all I knew.  When I was three months old, my dad was sent to 
Korea.  Shortly after my dad returned he had orders for South 
Carolina.  This time, the family was to be there with him.  Before my 
mom had fully unpacked the next orders were for Fort Bliss, Texas.  I 
can’t say I recall very much from those early days, but one memory I 
do have is my mother singing to me the song “The Yellow Rose of 
Texas.”  By the time I was five we were stationed back at West Point. 

Flowers were always important to me and I recall each time a young 
man gave them to me, whether they were long stemmed red roses, sent 
by a Cadet, or the gardenia corsage I wore at my first formal dance.  
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The memories are still etched in 
my mind, all these years later.  
Both the people in our lives and 
the flowers we had bring joy and 
comfort.  

Love is a wonderful thing to 
experience and yet it can be very 
painful.  The quote, “ ‘Tis better 
to have loved and lost than 
never to have loved at all” is true 
in the deepest sense.  These 
words were by Alfred Lord 
Tennyson, penned in the year 
1833 in a obit “In Memorium 
A.H.H.” about the loss of a dear 
friend, Arthus Henry Hallum 
who died in his twenties.  Love 
can hurt, but it is worth the risk 
to our hearts.   

I also discovered at an early age 
that love can mean sacrifice. If you know in your heart the person you 
love will not flourish and grow with you, you will let them go.  I 
believe the same holds true for the flowers in ones garden.  In every 
garden there will be difficult times when tough choices need to be 
made. I experienced this recently in my own garden. Due to the 
declining health of both myself and my husband, I had to greatly 
downsize most of our garden, including a good many of my beloved 
Primula.  My love of Primula had grown with each passing year, and 
there were many patches of them.  It was hard to cut back, and let 
them go. 

Today in my kitchen garden I have a yellow rose bush that I keep in 
memory of my mother.  I also keep a few of my closest Primula friends:  
‘Wanda’, ‘Linda Pope’, ‘Herb Dickson’ and ‘Gordon Douglas’.  As 
long as I am here on this earth I will always keep a few of my favorite 
flowers nearby, always with love in my heart.  They remind me of the 
quote: “I know a bank where the wild time blows, Where oxlips and 
the nodding violet grows…” (William Shakespeare, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.) Flowers can enrich one’s life so much. 
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NOTICE FROM OUR 

SECRETARY 
 

Hello, American Primrose Society members, 

This is your society. Please consider taking an active role in steering it 
where you think it should go. Have you considered serving on the 
society’s board of directors?  Or maybe you know another APS 
member that you think would be effective as a board member. Board 
elections happen in the late winter/early spring but right now is the 
time to find the candidates for the spring of 2022. Five positions will 
up for election in spring of 2022:  President, Treasurer and three 
Director seats. Any member in good standing is eligible to hold any 
office. 

Board members have the opportunity to make decisions about the 
direction of the society.  Serving on the board provides invaluable 
experience in running a non-profit organization.  It’s also a good 
opportunity for networking.  APS is an international group of Primula 
enthusiasts with members across North American, the UK, Europe, 
New Zealand and Japan.   

The Society is guided by a board consisting of four officers (President, 
Vice-president, Secretary and Treasurer) and six Directors.  The four 
officers are elected every two years, while the directors serve for three 
years.   There are regularly four scheduled meetings of the board each 
year.  Because board members are located across North America, these 
meetings are held online.   

All board members are volunteers and receive no payment for 
services.  You can see a description of the duties of the officers and the 
directors by logging in to the APS website with your username and 
password, clicking on “MEMBERS” at the menu and clicking on 
“Duties of Officers and Directors”. Or feel free to email 
secretary@americanprimrosesociety.org . 

The APS will always benefit from new ideas and new perspectives that 
new board members could bring.  So, I encourage you to read the 
description of the various positions and think about the possibility of 
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joining the board.   

Please contact secretary@americanprimrosesociety.org if you have 
questions, think you would like to discuss standing for election to any 
open position in the spring election or if you would like to nominate 
another member. 

 

 
 

ANOTHER PRIMULA COUSIN 
 

JANE GUILD 

 
In the last Quarterly, Panayoti Kelaidis showed us some wonderful 
photos of a Primula cousin, Omphalogramma.  

Anagallis arvensis (syn. Lysimachia arvensis), commonly known as the 
scarlet pimpernel, is another such cousin. Also known as red 
pimpernel, red chickweed, poor man's barometer, poor man's weather-
glass, shepherd's weather glass or shepherd's clock, A. arvensis is a 
species of low-growing annual plant with brightly coloured flowers, 
most often scarlet but also bright blue and sometimes pink. Its flowers 
open only when the sun shines, and even close in overcast conditions, 
thus the number of monikers referencing the weather. This common 
European plant is generally considered a weed and is an indicator of 
light soils, though it grows opportunistically in clay soils as well. The 
native range of the species is Europe, Western Asia, and North Africa.  

The species has been distributed widely by humans, either deliberately 
as an ornamental flower or accidentally. A. arvensis is now naturalised 
almost worldwide. Traditionally included in the primrose family 
Primulaceae, the genus Anagallis was placed in the family Myrsinaceae 
until that family in turn was included in Primulaceae in the APG III 
system.  

The origin of the name pimpernel comes from late Middle English 
pympernele [1400–50], derived from Middle French pimprenelle, from 

Con’t on p. 21 
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By Christian Fischer, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?

curid=52026248 
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We recently were sent some photos of Primula  pycnoloba by Mr. Lam from China.  He 

was on a field trip to the western part of Sichuan when he found it.  On his field trips 

they try not to bring any unnecessary harm to the plants or the environment, just take 

lots of awesome photos.  He tells us: 

“This Primula is quite abundance in some places. We encountered it at 3 separated 

sites in different counties. I don't think this plant is undertaking serious threat. Local 

villagers do not collect this plant. When we were laying on the ground, trying to take a 

good photos of it, villagers passing by said they don't know why shall we be so keen 

about a weed.  To be fair, some population may be threatened by landslide and road 

construction nearby. But this plants seem pretty resilient even in disturbed places, at 

least most population were still healthy. 

“And it's interesting to know that there seem to be two colour variations, one with 

yellow corolla edge (seen right) and one with red corolla edge (this page). It seems 

these two variations have their own spatial distribution, we did not see 2 of variations in 

one place.’  

Mr. Lam tells us that he knows of someone in China who is trying to propagate this 

plant, and it seems that other botanic gardens in China and elsewhere  have 

collected this Primula. I presume it is the kind of Primula that enjoys a partly shaded 

location, good drainage soil, and a cool summer.” 

We appreciate what Mr. Lam has been able to share with us, and hope that we may 

see more in the future. 

Primula pycnoloba 
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Bob 

Whitman’s 

Primulas 

Above: Ever lovable 

‘Wanda’.   

Left; “Delicate little 

gold-laced 

polyanthus drifted 

south from John 

Kerridge’s work 

in Canada to peek 

out and enchant 

visitors.” 
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Left: Primula 

denticulata 

(“Drumsticks”) 

Below, right: 

Japonicas peering 

out behind a hosta. 

Below, left: 

‘Garryarde 

Guinivere’ 
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Auriculas in a Painting dated 1617-18 
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Kevin Baker’s Primula seed pods 

This Primula alpicola had three tiers of flowers (not all at once). The 
picture shows (along with interfering Siberian iris leaves) the entire middle 
tier, the base of the top tier, and some of the taller seed heads of the bottom 
tier. There should be some seed to collect. This plant is var. violacea (blue), 
and there are white alpicolas nearby, so the seed may be a bit of both.  
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More of Kevin’s seed 

pods... 

 

 

 

Left: This auricula’s 

white-farinose buds 

are next years plants, 

and the seeds in the 

pods may be too 

Center: Primula 
polyneura just 

cracking open 

 

Right: Primula 

sieboldii seed pods, 

still green 
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Old French piprenelle, and ultimately from Vulgar Latin *piperīnella 
(piper 'pepper' + -īn- '-ine' + -ella diminutive suffix).  

“The Scarlet Pimpernel” is the first novel in a series of historical fiction 
by Baroness Orczy, published in 1905. It was written after her stage 
play of the same title enjoyed a long run in London, having opened in 
Nottingham in 1903. The novel is set during the Reign of Terror 
following the start of the French Revolution. The title is the nom de 
guerre of its hero and protagonist, a chivalrous Englishman who 
rescues aristocrats before they are sent 
to the guillotine. Sir Percy Blakeney leads 
a double life: apparently nothing more 
than a wealthy fop, but in reality a 
formidable swordsman and a quick-
thinking master of disguise and escape 
artist. The band of gentlemen who assist 
him are the only ones who know of his 
secret identity. He is known by his 
symbol, a simple flower, the scarlet 
pimpernel.  

Anagallis arvensis is generally unwelcome 
as a cosmopolitan invasive species; it is 
harmfully toxic in several respects and 
accordingly undesirable in pastures. The 
plant is acrid and bitter, and grazing livestock generally avoid eating it 
except in conditions of overgrazing or grazing of unsatisfying stubble. 
Sufficiently high doses proved fatal.  Anagallis arvensis is less often used 
in folk medicine worldwide, but has long been familiar in its countries 
of origin. In various countries however, the plant material has been 
applied externally to slow-healing ulcers and wounds among many 
more examples. It was used as an antidepressant in ancient Greece, and 
to treat various mental disorders in European folk medicine, leading to 
the German name Gauchheil (Gauch meaning 'fool, cuckoo' and heil 
meaning 'heal'). Generally however, documented evidence for clinical 
efficacy is lacking. Anagallis arvensis is insecticidal, or at least is repellent 
to some insects, possibly by virtue of its pungent essential oil which 
has a characteristic smell. Some people also experience dermatitis from 
contact with the leaf. The herb and its seed contain saponins, which 
could explain why fresh material is strongly haemolytic. Among other 
possible glycosides, the root yields the triterpenoid glycoside cyclamin 
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which is highly toxic and occurs in Cyclamen species, also a member of 
the subfamily Myrsinoideae, and arguably also in the Primulaceae. The 
plant contains tanning agents, bitters, and the proteolytic enzyme 
primverase.  

For such a tiny flower and plant, the Scarlet Pimpernel (AKA A. 
arvensis) contains a little history and potentially a lot of irritation.  

Source: Wikipedia 

 

 
 

AURICULAS IN A PAINTING 

DATED 1617-18 
 

 

BY MAEDYTHE MARTIN 

 
My local PBS channel on the television had a special program on the 
life of Rubens.  One of his works of art mentioned was a series of five 
paintings called “The Five Senses”, which he did in collaboration with 
Jan Breughal the Elder. 

“The Five Senses” is a set of allegorical paintings created at Antwerp in 
1617–18 by Jan Brueghel the Elder and Peter Paul Rubens, with 
Brueghel being responsible for the settings and Rubens for the figures” 
says Wikipedia.  I was interested to learn they are now on display in the 
Prado Museum in Madrid.   

I contacted my plant friend in Madrid, Eduardo Barba, who is a 
botanical researcher, and mentioned the set of paintings.  There are 
many flowers in the paintings, roses and lilies, but I didn’t see any 
Primula.  I asked him to nod at the paintings, for me, the next time he 
was in that gallery.  He, of course knew the paintings, and by return 
email sent me a detail of an auricula from the painting “The Sense of 
Scent”.  It is fascinating to think there were distinctive Primula being 
collected and painted in 1617.  One of the plants is clearly a Primula 
marginata, with the toothed leaves.  The flower is likely blue, but hard to 
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tell in this image.  It falls down to the left.  The other flower is possibly 
an auricula as many were being collected and grown in botanic gardens 
throughout Europe starting about this time. I like to know some of the 
plants I grow were known and grown centuries ago.  Makes me value 
them even more. 

 
 

Seeds of Auricula with dots 
If ever you have admired the auricula ‘Starling’, the garden auricula 
with dots of farina all over the face of the flowers, you will want to 
know there are some seeds from it for sale on Ebay.  Kevin Baker, a 
member of APS and a substantial donor to the APS seed exchange also 
has some seedlings with dots for sale here.  https://www.ebay.ca/
itm/184551724002?hash=item2af823d3e2:g:zZEAAOSw6N1fvZ~C 

There are other primula seed available as well.  If you can’t wait for the 
seed exchange, have a look at Kevin’s listings. 

 

Interesting auricula pots. 
Someone recently contacted the 
APS to ask where to get auricula 
plants to grow in their new, 
handsome purple Yixing clay 
pots. I had to look them up and 
find that it is usually tea pots that 
are made from the purple/
brown clay. 

Yixing clay is a type of clay from 
the region near the city 
of Yixing in Jiangsu Province, 
China, used in  Chinese 
pottery  s ince the  Song 
dynasty (960–1279) when Yixing 
clay was first mined around 
China's Lake Tai. From the 17th 
c e n t u r y  o n ,  Y i x i n g 
w a r e s  w e r e  c o m m o n l y 
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exported to Europe. The finished stoneware, which is used 
for teaware and other small items, is usually red or brown in colour. 
Also known as zisha ware, they are typically left unglazed and use clays 
that are very cohesive and can form coils, slabs and most 
commonly slip casts. These clays can also be formed by throwing. The 
best known wares made from Yixing clay are Yixing clay teapots, tea 
pets, and other teaware.  (Wikipedia) 

Since the stoneware is not glazed, the pots should do for auriculas very 
well.  I did suggest that the auricula plants be grown in other pots and 
only planted in the Yixing pots for display in the spring.  Rather like 
getting out the best china for important visitors.  But with the purple 
color of the pots contrasting with the silvery leaves of the auriculas it 
would make for a very striking display. 

 

 
 

SAVE SEEDS AND SEND TO THE 

SEED EXCHANGE 
 

It is time to send seeds to the seed exchange again. I hope you saved 
seeds and might have a bit extra to send to Amy Olmsted, our Seed 
Exchange Coordinator. 

The 2021-2022 APS Seed Exchange list of available seeds will be on 
the APS website in late December, with a link to Instructions and a 

printable Order Form.  

Members may also request a printed copy of the List, Instructions 
and Order Form by sending a stamped, self-addressed envelope to 

Amy Olmsted 421 Birch Road, Hubbardton, VT 05733  

And remember: it’s not too late to send in your seed donations!  

In the USA send seed to: Amy Olmsted 421 Birch Road, 
Hubbardton, VT 05733  

Send seed from Canada and outside North America to: Pascal 
Vigot  1171 Seigneurie Ste-Emelie, QC  J0K 2K0  CANADA  
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MEMBERSHIP LIST  
 

You can now renew your membership on the APS website quite easily. 
Just click the green button that says Renew on the front page. From 
there you just need to choose your Region and Add to Cart. Please be 
aware that when paying online, even though it shows “Proceed to 
PayPal” at the checkout, you can pay with your credit card on the 
screen that follows.  

• Canadian members should not send Canadian checks to our 
Treasurer. Our bank charges us $10US for each Canadian 
check we deposit. International Money Orders can be 
deposited without a fee.  

• Please renew your membership on or around November 15, 
2020.  

This year the membership list is sorted regionally. You will also find 
your “full” exexpiry date at the end of the line. Your expiry date now 
reflects the date your membership was paid.  “D” after the date 
indicates that your membership is digital. “LF” indicates a life 
membership, “GS” indicates a Garden Society. Please check your 
address and bring any corrections to our attention.  

As always, if you have questions about your membership, please 
contact julia-haldorson@ak.net.  

If you wish to contact another member of the society, please contact  
the APS Secretary at secretary@americanprimrosesociety.org.  

 

AUSTRALIA 

Laurie McInnes 2021-12-31 

BELGIUM 

Danny Vermeeren  2021-12-31  

CANADA 

Alberta 

Kevin Baker  2021-10-19 D 

BC 

Pamela Yokome  2021-10-26  

BC Primula Group  

     C/O Ruth Anderson  2021-12-21  

Jean Hausermann  2022-12-31  

Sue Evanetz  2023-03-10  

Judy Millicheap  2023-12-31  

Jo-Ann Crossman  LF 

Maedythe Martin  LF 

Michael Plumb  2021-11-26 D 

Grahame Ware  2022-09-21 D 

Bryan Emery  2023-03-22 D 

Nova Scotia 

John Proctor  2021-12-31 

Ontario 

Barrie Porteous  2021-12-12 

Diane Jeffery  2021-12-31 

Paulette Sopoci  2022-02-14 

F. Patrick Healey  LF 

Garry Edwards  2021-11-18 

Chen Choo  2021-11-23 D 

Lois Smith  2021-12-31 D 

Quebec 

Mathieu Ouellette  2022-01-10 

Marc Chalifoux  2022-02-16 

Raynald Bergeron  2036-12-31 

Jardin Botanique De Montreal  2022-01-20 

mailto:secretary@americanprimrosesociety.org
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Pascal Vigot  2021-12-07 D 

GERMANY 

 Bibliothek Botanischer Garden und  

     Botanisches Museum Berlin-Dahlem GS 

 Dr. Alarich Kress  LF 

 Georg Maerz  LF 

DENMARK 

Torben Steffensen  2022-01-19 

FRANCE 

Lynne Lawson  2022-01-19 D 

GREAT BRITAN 

Heather Mathers  2021-12-15 D 

John Towning  2022-07-20 

Neil Tyers  2021-12-01 

Dr V A Woolley  2021-12-31 

Derek Salt  2021-11-30 

Halia Petrenko 2022-10-02 

Mrs. V. A. Pugh  2021-11-22 

Lawrence Wigly  2021-12-21 

Philip M. Gilmartin  2022-05-10 

John Gibson  2021-12-31 

JAPAN 

Masahiro Shiino  2022-05-03 

 LF Takao Maki  

NETHERLANDS 

Jan Van Saase  2023-12-31 

NORWAY 

Aase Garstad  2021-12-31 

 LF Magnus Valvik  

Anne Moltubakk   2022-07-20 D 

NEW ZEALAND 

Allison Sell  2021-12-31 

Diana Whimp  2022-05-15 

USA 

Alaska 

 Sharon Mallinger  LF 

 Mrs. Loren Rasmussen  LF 

 D Debra Hall  LF 

Paul Dick  2021-11-24 

Elfrida Nord  2021-11-24 

Danielle Brown-Farrell  2021-11-30 

Judy Hauck  2021-11-30 

Mary Ann Dierckman   

Darcy J Steck  2021-12-16 

Edward Buyarski  2021-12-31 

Patricia Hartman  2021-12-31 

Crystal Reeve  2021-12-31 

Robert L. Daniels  2022-01-11 

Tracy Asselin  2022-01-14 

Bonnie Gruening  2022-01-19 

Jensen-Olson Arboretum  

     C/O Ginger Hudson 2022-02-16   

Kathleen Swick  2022-02-16 

Staci Forrer  2022-06-04 

Robbie Frankevich  2022-12-31 

Mary Jefferson  2022-12-31 

California 

Helen Crocker Russel Library San  

     Francisco Botanical Gardens 2021-12-31 

University Of California Davis  

     C/O Lisa Spangnolo  2022-01-05 

 Larry Bailey  LF 

Phil Muller  2021-12-31 

Sylvia Sykora  2022-01-07 

Catherine Rushworth  2023-02-12 

Jon Kawaguchi  2021-12-17 D 

Kathy Oldham  2023-03-14 D 

Colorado 

Denver Botanic Gardens  

     Helen Fowler Library  2022-01-19 

Connecticut 

Melanie Fox  LF D 

Kenneth Everding  2021-11-30 

Marcia Kilpatrick  2021-12-31 

Susan Michel  2022-12-31 

Tamsin Goggin  2023-08-02 

Egnaro Rewolf  2023-11-22 

Delaware 

 Quentin C. Schlieder Jr.   

Idaho 

Sally Konen  2022-12-31 

Paul Otto  2022-09-25 D 

Illinois 

Kristian Hahn  2021-12-19 

Frank Cooper  2021-12-31 

Betty Lou Emmons  2022-02-01 

Larry Lipka  2022-02-20 

Sandra Hampton  2022-12-18 

Indiana 

 Mr. Keith J. Benedict  LF 

Robert Chambon  2022-04-13 

Kentucky 

Daniel Thompson  2021-12-31 

Massachusetts 

 Janet L. Sacks & Martin C. Schafer  LF 

Marla Gearhart   

Nancy Gluek  2021-11-27 

Judith Maslen  2021-12-18 

Jeff Tucker  2021-12-28 

Kristine Burton  2021-12-31 

Laurel Chute  2021-12-31 

Lucy Coles  2021-12-31 

Sharon Hoffman  2021-12-31 

Bruce Lockhart  2021-12-31 

Jean MacKenzie  2021-12-31 

Anne Sterling  2022-01-23 

Tricia Diggins  2022-07-20 

Mark Dyen  2022-11-22 

Maryland 

Edward Trimble  2022-02-01 

Nancy Baggett  2022-04-07 

Maine 

Elinor Klivans  2021-12-31 

Alda Stich  2022-05-15 

Colby Kavanagh  2022-06-09 

Janice Anthony  2023-12-31 

Michigan 

 Margaret P. Bloemers  LF 

 Mr. Marlyn Nelson  LF 

 Dr. James W. Wilkins, Jr.  LF 

Susan Haddock  2021-12-31 

Daniel Hendrickson  2021-12-31 

Sylvia Watanabe  2022-04-05 

Steven Kelley  2022-02-28 

Minnesota 

Serials Records  

     C/O Yumika Toyota Kindler  2022-01-05 

Janet Poulsen  2021-12-31 

Karen Schellinger  2022-03-23 

Rochelle Steinbruckner  2022-12-20 
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Marcel Jouseau  2021-12-17 D 

Karla Ortloff  2022-05-15 D 

North Carolina 

Meighan Carpenter  2021-12-31 

Mark Rose  2021-12-31 

New Hampshire 

Leslie Milde  2021-12-20 

Susan Schnare  2022-05-15 

Sarah Mustin  2022-12-31 

G. K. Fenderson  2023-01-15 

New Jersey 

Michael Sugg  2021-11-22 

Steven Kristoph  2022-01-29 

Jennifer Bogush  2022-05-19 

New York 

Cornell University Library  2022-01-05 

 Kathleen Marshall  LF 

Jack Mc Kie  2021-11-15 

John Gilrein  2021-11-22 

Judith Sellers  2021-11-22 

Dianne Balfour  2021-11-30 

Paul Buck  2021-12-04 

Regina Ceru  2021-12-07 

Lee Nelson  2021-12-24 

Deborah Banks  2021-12-26 

Caroline Burgess  2021-12-31 

Anastasia Fenton  2021-12-31 

Ellen Green  2021-12-31 

Kathleen Guest Shadrack  2021-12-31 

Tristan Tomlinson  2021-12-31 

Barbara Vartanian  2022-09-15 

Richard Clements  2022-12-03 

Bill Brown  2024-12-31 

Elizabeth Lawson  2024-12-31 

Jacques Mommens  2021-11-22 D 

David Stewart  2022-05-12 D 

Ohio 

 Mr. Edward J. Davis  LF 

 Sandie Sigmund  LF 

 Carole Smith  LF 

William Ward  2021-11-27 

Clement Skehan  2022-01-30 

Ashley Morrow  2022-09-21 

Oregon 

 Pamela Finney  LF 

Jay And Ann Lunn  LF 

Dale Haynes  2021-10-01 

Jane Potter  2021-11-22 

Robin Hansen  2021-11-24 

Stephen Hall  2021-12-31 

Michael Westwind  2021-12-31 

Robert Whitman  2021-12-31 

Leanne Hogie  2022-02-05 

Merrill & Kelly Jensen  2022-02-16 

Julia Cook  2022-05-15 

Gayle Cable  2022-06-04 

Vivian Chelstad  2022-11-22 

Ken Hogue  2022-12-31 

Anne Hogue And Family  2022-12-31 

Marvin Bame  2023-03-22 

Urs Baltensperger  2023-12-14 

Pennsylvania 

Longwood Gardens Library  2021-12-31 

 Tim Rettger  LF 

William Dwyer  2021-12-07 

Charles Oliver  2022-01-16 

John Bartlett  2022-11-22 

Rebecca Stevenson  2022-12-31 

Elaine Whitesel  2022-02-02 D 

Rhonda Morgenstern  2022-09-21 D 

Frank Bittmann  2023-01-07 D 

Rhode Island 

Dorothy Swift  2021-12-31 

Gioia Browne  2022-01-18 

Tennessee 

Sarah Dunn  2022-02-16 

Virginia 

North American Rock Garden Society  GS 

Phillip Wilkinson  2021-11-22 

Holly Bimba  2022-02-20 

Joseph Gorman  2024-03-07 

Vermont 

Amy Olmsted  2021-12-01 

Mark Dumont  2021-12-31 

Rachel Hunter  2021-12-31 

Kenneth Kraus  2021-12-31 

Alice Laughlin  2021-12-31 

Washington 

Elisabeth C. Miller Library  

     University Of Washington  2022-01-05 

 Gregory E. Becker  LF 

 Claire Cockcroft  LF 

 Gizelle C. Rayner  LF 

Linda Bailey  2021-11-22 

Beth Burman  2021-11-22 

Ian MacGowan  2021-11-22 

Ernie Lerma  2021-11-24 

Norman Wyatt  2021-11-25 

Vicki Demetre  2021-12-31 

Stephen Willson  2021-12-31 

Ross Wilton  2022-01-10 

Mada Angell  2022-02-13 

Walter Thompson  2022-04-05 

Madrone Ruggiero  2022-04-18 

Frank Ruggiero  2022-04-30 

Robert Mapes  2022-05-15 

Victoria Sharpe  2022-05-15 

Michele Unger  2022-05-15 

Ananda Dorje  2022-06-04 

April Boettger  2022-12-07 

Theresa Laskiewicz  2022-12-31 

Rebecca Norton  2023-03-14 

Gregory Peterson  2023-12-31 

Jennifer Schonberger  2022-02-02 D 

Wisconsin 

Betty Adelman  2021-11-29 

Edward Glover  2021-12-31 

Nick Ternes  2021-12-31 

Dean Wiegert  2021-12-31 

Amy Armstrong  2022-02-23 

Lolita Martens  2023-04-29 

Jack Ferreri  2021-12-31 D 

Sherrie Kamm  2022-01-22 D 

West Virginia 

Barry Glick  2021-12-31 

 

 



AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING HELD SUNDAY, AUGUST 22, 2021  

(ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 15TH, RESCHEDULED TO AUGUST 

15TH AND THEN AGAIN TO AUGUST 22ND) 
 
The meeting was held online.  Quorum and start at 5:01 pm EDT. 
Board members present:  Elizabeth Lawson (President), Jon Kawaguchi (Treasurer), 
Dean Wiegert (Secretary), Julia Haldorson (Director, Membership Secretary), Pat 
Hartman (Director, President of Juneau Chapter), Lucy Coles (Director), Susan 
Haddock (Director) 
 
Regrets: Mark Dyen (VP), Amy Olmsted (Director), Janice Anthony (Director) 
 
1. Approval of the Agenda (Pat/Dean) 
 
2. Approval of the Minutes of February 21, 2021 Board Meeting (Susan/Pat) as 
presented. 
 
3.   Treasurer’s Report 
a. Treasurer’s Quarterly report (emailed prior to meeting). 
Income less expenses January 1st to March 31st, 2021: $2,325.96 
Total Liabilities and equity as of March 31st, 2021:  $34,062.45 
Motion (Susan/Pat) to accept the treasurer’s report. Carried. 
 
b. Treasurer’s 2022 Budget Proposal 
Projected total income less expenses for 2022:  $0.00.  
There was discussion about the possibility of adding money to the budget for moving 
meetings to the Zoom platform.  Pat thought it would be under $200.  If moving 
meetings to Zoom is voted and approved by the board, the board may vote to move 
money from reserves to cover expenses for 2022.  Elizabeth will put Zoom on the 
agenda for next board meeting. 
Motion (Susan/Pat) to approve budget proposal as submitted.  Carried. 
Action: Elizabeth will add Zoom meetings to November 14th agenda.  
 
5. Business Arising from the Meeting of February 21st, 2021 
Proposal for questionnaire of members talents/interests.   
Dean explained he is still working on a proposal and will send out via email to the 
board members and ask for feedback. Dean thought it would be easiest to do a printed 
survey to insert in the quarterly.  It could be in two parts: 1. what do members want 
from the society; 2. what are members able to contribute (experience and skills, 
occupation, availability).  Elizabeth and Pat thought the survey could also be available 
via email and/or website.  Susan thought a paper insert in quarterly would work and 
members could choose to email responses. Pat offered to help with survey. Elizabeth 
will keep this item on the agenda for the next meeting. 
Action:  Elizabeth will add Membership Questionnaire to November 14th agenda. 
Dean will consult with Pat and email a draft of proposal to board.  
6. New Business 
A. Discussion regarding a policy for notifying members of society events via email. 
Julia mentioned that member renewals are sent via email.  However, those renewals are 
done individually and it is bulk/group emails that are in question here.  Jon mentioned 
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an email policy is not in the current budget and that Jane would need compensation 
for a project.  Several unknown issues are whether the WordPress website has 
capability for bulk email, what compensation would be needed for Jane to work on 
this, or whether another platform is necessary. 
B. Discussion regarding the need for recruitment of future officers and directors. 
The spring 2022 election has 3 Director positions, the Treasurer and the President on 
the ballot.  Dean suggested a deadline of October 15th for candidates in order to get 
the election details into the Winter quarterly. Board members can suggest members as 
candidates and Dean will send them board position information.  Or Board members 
can nominate a member if the member agrees.  Elizabeth asked for an email reminder 
on candidate recruitment to be sent on September 15th to the board.   
Action:  Dean will send out a September 15th reminder for candidates.  The current 
office holders will consider whether they want to stand for re-election.  Dean will send 
Pat board position information.   
 
7. Committee Reports 
The reports compiled for the May 2021 Annual General Meeting were also used for 
this meeting along with any updates that had been submitted for the Board meeting.  
For details on these, see the minutes of the 5/23/21 Annual General Meeting. 
Elizabeth suggested board members at this point could add any pertinent information.  
A. Membership 
Julia sent an updated membership report on August 9th via email.  Total members as of 
9/9/21:  254.  She mentioned there are 43 new members since January. A brief 
discussion was had regarding a reduced rate for members to give gift memberships.  
Jon noted that university discounts are 5% and that a 10% discount would be $27.  
Elizabeth thought this might tie in with her idea of membership for botanic gardens.  
She will add this topic to next meeting’s agenda.  
Action:  Elizabeth will add topic of Reduced Rate Gift Memberships to agenda for 
November 14th. 
**Note:  Jon clarified via email after the meeting that universities and botanical gardens 
currently receive a 5% discount on membership. 
B. Website  
C. Editorial  
D. Seed Exchange  
E. ICRA  
F. Advertising 
Elizabeth corrected the item in her report that her talk was presented to the Berkshire 
Chapter of NARGS, not for the Berkshire Botanic Garden.  
 
8. Chapter Reports 
The reports compiled for the May 2021 Annual General Meeting were also used for 
this meeting along with any updates that had been submitted for the Board meeting.  
For details on these, see the minutes of the 5/23/21 Annual General Meeting. 
A. Juneau 
Chapter meetings will continue via zoom due to pandemic.  
B. BC Primula Group 
 
9. Date of Next Meeting 
November 14, 2021 6pm EDT 
 
10. Adjournment (Elizabeth) 7:28pm EST 
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NATIONAL 
AURICULA 

AND PRIMULA 
SOCIETY 

 
 

NORTHERN SECTION 
 
 
 

Please consider joining the National Auricula 
and Primula Society - Northern Section. 

Overseas memberships are some of the best 
ways to learn more about your favorite plants.  

Benefits include publications and more. 
 

Write: D. Skinner, Treasurer.  Nanny Lane, 
Church Fenton, Tadcaster, N. Yorks.  LS24 9RL. 

 
Overseas membership £15 

 
Please make checks payable to NAPS. 

www.auriculas.org.uk 

NATIONAL 
AURICULA 

AND PRIMULA 
SOCIETY 

 
SOUTHERN SECTION 

 

www.southernauriculaprimula.org 
 

The National Auricula & Primula Society - 
Southern Section was founded in 1876 by and for 
enthusiasts who raised and exhibited Auriculas,  

Gold-Laced polyanthus and other primulas. 

 
The Annual subscription is £7 (UK) for single or 

family membership, Overseas £15.00 
Members receive an illustrated Year Book and a 

Newsletter - Offsets - containing interesting articles 
on growing and raising Primulas together with their 

history and cultivation. 
 

Applications for membership of the N.A.P.S. 
Southern section should be made to: 

The Honorary Secretary, Lawrence Wigley, 
67 Warnham Court Road, Carshalton Beeches, 

Surrey, SM5 3ND. 
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Should there ever be a question about your membership, please contact: 
Julia L. Haldorson, APS Membership 

P. O. Box 292 
Greenbank, Washington 98253 USA 

membership@americanprimrosesociety.org 

British Columbia Primrose 
Group 
Maedythe Martin, President 
951 Joan Crescent  
Victoria, BC V8S 3L3 
(250) 370-2951 
martin951@shaw.ca 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Juneau Chapter 
Pat Hartman, President 
17060 Island View Dr  
Juneau, AK 99801-8357  
patricia.hartman4@gmail.com  

 
New England Chapter 
Mark Dyen, President 
132 Church Street  
Newton, MA 02158 
mark.dyen@csgrp.com 

OFFICERS OF THE CHAPTERS 

New Members 

July 29 - October 13, 2021 
Year of 
Expiry Name Name Address 

2022 Tamsin Goggin 258 Lovers Lane, Norfolk   CT   06058   USA 

2022 Rhonda Morgenstem 471 Conarroe St., Philadelphia   PA   19128   USA 

2022 Ashley Morrow 2101 Hubbard Rd., Youngstown   OH   44505   USA 

2022 Paul Otto 3162 E. St. James Ave,, Hayden   ID   83835   USA 

2022 Halia  Petrenko 52 Raley Street, Barnsley, Yorkshire   S70 6LH   UK 

2022 Graham Ware Owl & Stump Rare Plants, Gabriola Island   BC   V0R 1X5   
Canada 
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