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people interested in Primula together in an 
organization to increase the general knowledge 
of and interest in the collecting, growing, 
breeding, showing and using in the landscape 
and garden of the genus Primula in all its forms 
and to serve as a clearing house for collecting 
and disseminating information about Primula. 
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The View from Here 
 

ELIZABETH LAWSON 
 
As I write here in Ithaca in mid-March, the 
weather is decidedly piebald—spring one day 
and winter the next. But spring will arrive 
and there will be a new crop of wonderful 
primroses! Unfortunately, we cannot 
convene as a group to admire them. The 
National Show has been once again 
postponed due to COVID and the Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) of the American 
Primrose Society, an important date in the 
society’s spring calendar, will again be held 
online by Chat.  

With the AGM in mind, I am moved to talk 
about the importance of specialist plant 
societies. One of my favorite books that 
some of you may know is a volume in the 
Shire Garden History series titled Florists’ 
Flowers and Societies by Ruth Duthie (1988). 
The author describes the early history of 
societies devoted to garden plants grown for 
beauty rather than utility. In the 17th and 18th 
centuries nurserymen and plant breeders 
were called florists. Today florists are known 
as those who sell cut flowers. These 
dedicated enthusiasts formed societies that 
held feasts and shows to celebrate a select 
group of “florist flowers”— anemones, 
auriculas, carnations, hyacinths, pinks, 
polyanthus, ranunculus, and tulips. Pansies 
and dahlias were added in the 1830s. 

The earliest “florists feast” was held circa 
1631 in Norwich, UK. By the 18th century 
Norwich was known as “the Garden City” 
because it was deliberately half orchard/half 
city. It was a floriferous time. One Norwich 
nurseryman is said to have supplied 60,000 
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trees for the landscaping 
of the Fyfnone mansion 
in Wales circa 1794. The 
Norwich society no 
longer exists, but two, 
The Ancient Society of 
York Florists formed in 
1768 and the Paisley 
Florist Society founded in 
1782, still operate. The 
latter, founded by Paisley 
weavers in Renfrewshire, 
Scotland, is now called 
the Paisley Florist Society 
Gardening Club. When 
the oldest surviving 
minute book of The 
Ancient Society of York 
Florists suffered damage 
in storage, a restoration 

effort was undertaken. The signatures of the early members, with their 
lovely scrolls and flourishes, are 
visible once again.  You can read 
the whole story at: 
https://www.ancientsocietyof 
yorkflorists.co.uk/Archives.htm 

The Paisley Florist Society 
minute books have now been 
digitized: https://paisley.is/
discover/paisley-florist-society-
digitised-minute-books/ 

The names of members are an 
important part of the historical 
record, revealing social and 
cultural data for historians of all 
kinds. The records of the 
Ancient Society of York Florists 
state that that "happiness being 
the ultimate aim proposed by the 
Society" was to be obtained 

http://www.ancientsocietyofyorkflorists.co.uk/Archives.htm
http://www.ancientsocietyofyorkflorists.co.uk/Archives.htm
https://paisley.is/discover/paisley-florist-society-digitised-minute-books/
https://paisley.is/discover/paisley-florist-society-digitised-minute-books/
https://paisley.is/discover/paisley-florist-society-digitised-minute-books/
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through "the cultivation of 
flowers.” The records of the 
Paisley Florist Society show that 
self-improvement was also a 
goal. 

A society cannot exist without 
members forming the “body” of 
the organization. In becoming 
members of the American 
Primrose Society, we are adding 
our names to horticultural 
history and binding ourselves to 
the procedural policies of a 
registered society. Hence the 
AGM! Documents relevant to 
this meeting will be posted on 
the website a few weeks in 
advance so that all members can 
read the reports of the board members. The goal of the AGM is to 
reckon our yearly progress in furthering the “Purpose” of the society 
as stated in Article II of the Constitution:  

The purpose of this society is to bring the people 
interested in Primula together in an organization to 
increase the general knowledge of and interest in the 
collecting, growing, breeding, showing and using in the 
landscape and garden the genus Primula in all its forms 
and to serve as a clearing house for collecting and 
disseminating information about Primula. 

People involved in this effort usually gain both happiness and self-
improvement! And what about the primroses/Primulas? As climate 
change, civilization’s insatiable gobbling up of land, and societal unrest 
around the world threaten the pursuit of horticulture, it is more 
important than ever that specialty plant societies undertake the 
custodianship of historical garden genera like Primula. Please contact 
me at president@americanprimrosesociety.org with any suggestions 
about how we can better fulfill the purpose of the society, and thank 
you for being members! 
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RE-THINKING THE GARDEN... 

APS AS WE AGE  
 

BY ANNE HOGUE 

 
Time passes faster as each year goes by, at least it feels that way. My 
husband Ken and I have been gardening together for forty-seven years. 
That's a lot of years, but when you enjoy gardening as much as we both 
do, it's amazing how fast the time flies. 

This past spring, we both came to the realization that we needed to cut 
back on the hours we spend actually working on the garden.  We 
started downsizing in spring just after our ancient Lilac bush perished 
from Lilac bacterial blight. 

As a child the lilac was the first flower I truly loved. I enjoyed seeing 
flowers from a very early age, but at the age of ten I fell in love with 
the lilac. I have been drawn to purple flowers all my life, and so the 

shock of seeing the Lilac die 
over night it seemed came as a 
shock to me. 

The lilac had been shading my 
small Primula collection. The 
diseased shrub was taken out 
and then there was no cover for 
my primroses. We knew we had 
to take quick action as our 
springs and summers can get 
pretty hot and if left without 
protection, we would likely loose 
our entire bed of Primula. 

I had been diagnosed with 
degenerative spine disease just 
weeks before and using a cane, I 
could no longer weed and care 
for my much-loved Primula, now 
with the loss of the huge lilac we 
realized we had our work cut out 



     American Primrose Society Spring 2021 

7 

for us. The Primula needed shade to survive. 

I had over one hundred Primula plants and in order for the plants’ 
survival I knew I had to give many of them away.  I sat on a nearby 
garden bench until I could get the courage to face the job ahead. I 
made the decision to dig up three quarters of the Primula only leaving 
two of each kind, mostly P. marginata. I love the lavender shades of 
'Linda Pope', 'Herb Dickson' and 'Misty Mauve', the Alpine auricula 
'Gordon Douglas', 'Quakers Bonnet' the double mauve P. vulgaris, and 
the charming pale yellow Common English Primrose. P. vulgaris. Last 
but not least the violet-red 'Wanda' and a latest addition from 
Barnhaven I added this past fall, 'White Wanda.' 

Ken and I purchased a new lilac shrub and bagged up eighty-plus 
Primula.  We put them in individual clear plastic bags and printed a 
photo of each variety on our computer.  We included the name and 
explained that these were "specialty" Primula, not supermarket 
primroses, and very dear to me so needed good homes. Ken placed a 
large 'Free' sign on the edge of the lawn, as we have often done over 
the years when we had extra plants to share. We live on a corner lot in 
town and whenever we have placed items out by the sign they have 
disappeared within a few hours. 

We placed plants for three consecutive days, and they all were taken by 
neighbors, walking, or driving by.  I was pleased to know that my 
much-loved flowers found new homes in the neighborhood. 

Now we were ready for the rest of the garden.... 

By late October we had pretty much finished our downsizing project, 
and we are adding a few more garden benches and two Damask Roses, 
the highly fragrant 'Madame Hardy' and climbing 'Gertrude Jekyll' will 
be placed near a concrete garden bench where we can sit and enjoy the 
lovely scent. Lilacs and Damask roses are two of my favorite scents of 
spring and summer.  We are very satisfied with the changes we have 
made. Change can be hard. In the beginning I have to confess I shed 
more than a few tears, but now I realize we will get more enjoyment 
from our new garden than ever before as we can sit and take time to 
smell the roses. 

"In joy and in sadness flowers are our constant friends"  

(unknown author) 
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ICRA APPROVAL 
 

PAT HARTMAN 

 
I am pleased to announce that our application to be the International 
Cultivar Registration Authority (ICRA) for Primula has been approved 
by the Special Commission.  The ICRA is an organization responsible 
for ensuring that the name of plant cultivars and cultivar groups are 
defined and not duplicated.  It is subject to the following, taken from 
the form that Elizabeth and I are in the process of signing and 
returning.  The ICRA is an organization responsible for ensuring that 
the name of plant cultivars and cultivar groups are defined and not 
duplicated. 

 
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR HORTICULTURAL 

SCIENCE 

Special Commission for Cultivar Registration has approved the 
appointment of: 

The American Primrose Society as the International Cultivar 
Registration Authority for the denomination class Primula 

This appointment is made on 1st March 2021 and is subject to the 
following conditions: 

1.  That the APS abides by the latest edition of the International Code 
of Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants 

2.   That the APS provides an International Registrar 

3.   That the APS provides on request an annual report of its activities 
to the Commission 

4.   That the APS will provide the Commission with a copy of its 
current application form to register a new cultivar and/or Group name 

5.   That the APS provides the Commission with a copy of any new 
publication associated with the International Register or Checklist 

6.   That the reappointment be subject to a periodic review (every 4 to 
5 years) by the Commission 

Melanie, our contact, tells us that the first task is for a Checklist 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultivar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultivar_group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultivar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultivar_group
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of Primula names to be compiled.  The Checklist should include all 
named cultivars and Groups (including duplicates and other 
unacceptable uses). The Special Commission advises that, as the 
denomination class is the genus, information will need to be drawn 
from international contacts on the various specialist areas within the 
genus. Thought should be given to dealing with all the commercial 
polyanthus names, plus the huge bulk of auricula cultivars and the 
problems associated with Japanese cultivar names.   

I have replied to Melanie that we are working on the checklist but do 
not have that in hand.  I will go through the books I have and the 
named P. sieboldii & P. auriculas and will contact Merrill Jensen for his 
ideas along with asking for those of you that have backgrounds with 
cultivars to help out.  If you have known cultivar names, please send 
that information to me at:  icra@americanprimrosesociety.org 

A registration form is the next step; however, it is not urgent as new 
registrations cannot really start to be processed until the initial 
Checklist of names used has been compiled and against which all 
proposed new names must be checked.   Merrill and Kelly Jensen have 
the registration form in the works; the committee will be working on it 
and getting back to the board.   

We will include a registration page(s) on the APS website, including a 
link to the Checklist and registration form, when available. 

I believe we can publish New Registrations on a quarterly basis once 
we are up and running and that we will fulfill our obligation to provide 
a hard copy if we send our quarterlies to the commission.  

Thank you everyone for being so encouraging and supportive in this 
process and also a big thanks to all those who have done so much 
work on the process over the years to get us to this point.    It has been 
a very long time coming and I hope we can all contribute little chunks 
of information to make the rest of the process easier and quicker.  I 
will start building a database for the list.  Please don't hesitate to email 
me with your questions.   

The email to use for communication regarding the ICRA is: 

icra@americanprimrosesociety.org 
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ICONIC SPRING PRIMROSE 
 

MAEDYTHE MARTIN 

 
We all look forward to and enjoy 
the common yellow primrose of 
spring, Primula vulgaris.  But there 
is another form, more pink than 
yellow, that comes from the 
Middle East, and is also a 
welcome harbinger of spring: 
Primula vulgaris ssp. sibthorpii. 

Here at the West Coast, it will 
bloom as early as February and 
makes a good patch when it is 
happy.  A survey of various 
websi tes provides further 
information on its origin. 

Heronswood nursery’s website 
has a good summary of its origin.  
Look at the website for more 
information.  Here is an excerpt 
from https://heronswoodgarden.org/prim-and-proper/ 

Primula vulgaris ssp sibthorpii 

Primroses are the archetypal spring flower, indeed, the Latin 
name Primula derives from primus meaning first, as they are 
some of the first flowers to bloom. ‘Primrose’ is of similar 
origin, meaning ‘first rose’. The European primrose (Primula 
vulgaris) is widespread across much of Europe, stretching into 
North Africa and the Middle East. While the typical form has 
pale yellow blooms, there are two distinctive subspecies: white
-flowered subsp. balearica on the Mediterranean Balearic 
Islands and pink- to purple-flowered subsp. sibthorpii from 
the Balkans through to Asia. Our plants of the latter were 
collected by our Director Dan Hinkley in Turkey in 2000. 

This plucky primrose commemorates John Sibthorp (1758-

 

https://heronswoodgarden.org/prim-and-proper/
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1796), an English botanist who studied the flora of Greece, 
but then died of tuberculosis upon his return home and was 
unable to finish the work. Thankfully, his heirs took on the 
challenge and the lavishly illustrated Flora Graeca was 
completed – it’s now available to view online and his 
namesake primrose is included (Vol. 4, p. 175). Despite 
originating in Turkey, our plants are fully hardy and have 
thrived and multiplied, their delicate pink flowers enduring 
snow, frost and otherwise inclement conditions. 

Primula vulgaris ssp. sibthorpii was sometimes known as the 
Constantinople primrose.  In their learned and comprehensive survey 
of the genus Primula, Smith and Fletcher mention this primrose. Their 
work, The Genus Primula, was published in the Transactions and 
Proceedings of the Botanical Society of Edinburgh in 1946-47 but the 
information is still of interest to us today.  The entry for Primula vulgaris  
subsp. sibthorpii comes at the end of the Section Vernales paper.  It 
starts: 

“This subspecies is distributed in the Levant, including 
Thessaly, Constantinople, Crimea, Caucasus, Armenia and N. 
Persia.  It differs from 
the majority of its allies 
within the complex of P. 
vulgaris in the colour of 
the corolla, which may 
be purple, rose, lilac, 
white, red or crimson.” 

Near the end of the entry Smith 
and Fletcher add a historical 
note: 

“Subsp. Sibthorpii has 
been known for over 
200 years and has been 
in culture almost as 
long.  It has given rise to 
many garden forms 
(Pax, lc, 56; Farrer, l.c. 
107). Its association with 
the Turkish capital by 
the citation (Sibth. And 
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Smith, lc) of a synoym, Primula veris B constantinopoliana, a 
varietal epithet that goes back at least to TourNefort.”  The 
references are to their sources, but the name Constantinople 
Primrose seems to have been used for this early primrose for a 
couple of centuries. 

For more great pictures, including a number of different color forms 
of Primula vulgaris ssp. sibthorpii along with an interesting story of his 
experience growing this pretty plant, look at John Grimshaw’s posting: 

http://johngrimshawsgardendiary.blogspot.com/2010/04/primula-
vulgaris-subsp-sibthorpii.html 

One paragraph indicates yet another name for this cheerful garden 
plant: 

“According to John Richards' book Primula (Timber Press, 2 
ed., 1993) Sibthorp's primrose varies from the common form 
in a few technical characters such as leaf shape and colour 
(grey-green below, rather than green) but the most obvious 
distinction is that its flowers are pink to purply-red or white 
(or very occasionally yellow), these differences being further 
supported by its distribution. It has been cultivated, it seems, 
since the early seventeenth century, when it was known as 
'Tradescant's Turkie-Purple Primrose'. It is assumed to be one 
of the sources of different colours in garden primroses.” 

We can certainly be grateful that this plant likely brought the gene for 
the variety of colors into the modern strains of primroses. This is a 
lively and interesting article and I encourage you to look at the posting. 

For a brilliantly colored picture of Primula vulgaris ssp. sibthorpii taken in 
the late afternoon sun, look at the entry for this primrose on the 
University of BC Botanical Garden website (seen right): 

https://botanyphoto.botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/2018/03/primula -
vulgaris-sibthorpii/ 

There is some interplay between Merrill Jensen and John Grimshaw 
here that is fun, too. It is great to see so many posts and so much 
information about this pretty spring primrose.  

 
 

http://johngrimshawsgardendiary.blogspot.com/2010/04/primula-vulgaris-subsp-sibthorpii.html
http://johngrimshawsgardendiary.blogspot.com/2010/04/primula-vulgaris-subsp-sibthorpii.html
https://botanyphoto.botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/2018/03/primula-vulgaris-sibthorpii/
https://botanyphoto.botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/2018/03/primula-vulgaris-sibthorpii/
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A mass of Primula vulgaris subsp. Sibthorpii, Daniel Mosquin, E.H. Lohbrunner Alpine 

Garden, University of British Columbia Botanical Garden  

A photo of Primula vulgaris subsp. Sibthorpii taken by Maedythe Martin in Victoria BC 
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Artist’s Statement: 

So far as I can remember, I’ve 

always been an artist. I’d get so 

much pleasure from drawing, I 

just kept going. In high school 

we could choose just one 

elective, and instead of taking 

typing I always chose art. To this 

day I’ve never learned to type. 

S
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ro
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Carleton College art major 

UC Berkeley graduate 

school, painting 

Several jobs using art 

Many years teaching art to 

children (also adults) 

Developed and published 

four drawing and coloring 

books, Starting Art. 

Member California 

Watercolor Society 

First place, national 

competition 

My favorite subjects are 

flowers, antique toys and 

portraits of people, and 

pets 

—Sarah Gross 
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Images, 
previous pages: 
 
Page 14, top: 
Primula 
auricula 
Bottom: 
‘Garryard 
Guinivere’ 
 
Page 15, top: 
Primula 
capitata 
Bottom: 
Primula vialii 

Images, this page: 
 

Top: Primula veris—cowslip 
Bottom: Primula malacoides 
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Images, this page: 
 
Top: Primula veris, grown in Thomas Jefferson’s garden 
Bottom: Gold Laced Poly 
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Primulas in a Trough Garden 
  

Janice Currie is one of 

the alpine gardeners 

in Victoria BC, and is 

very good at making 

troughs.  And because 

this is Victoria, where 

Joyce Carruthers and 
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Zdenk Zvolanik 

lived for some 

years, off and on, 

and who were 

great crevice 

garden creators, 

the interest in 

crevice 

gardening is still 

strong.  Janice 

created crevice 

gardens in 3 

troughs and 

planted 

the Primula allionii 

hybrids I gave her 

as offsets in them. 

It is a year since 

she did them, 

and they are 

settling in and 

some are starting to 

bloom in their happy 

surroundings.  You can 

see the tufa crumble 

Janice has used to top 

dress the troughs in the 

close up of the Primula 
allionii in bloom (seen 

right). 

  

If you are creative and 

can make a trough 

garden, try one with 

some of the smaller 

auriculas and Primula 
allionii hybrids you 

might have in your 

collection. 
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Kevin 

Baker’s 

Edges 

and 

Fancies 

Photos by Susan 

Haddock 
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KEVIN BAKER'S EDGES AND 

FANCIES 
 

SUSAN HADDOCK 

 
Some of the auriculas I am most looking forward to seeing in bloom 
this year are the "Edges and Fancies" crosses by Kevin Baker. Kevin is 
an APS member from Canada who contributes wonderful crosses to 
our seed exchange every year. The examples shown here are from the 
2018 APS seed exchange; two I grew from seed myself and one was a 
seedling I got from Dean Wiegert, a member from Wisconsin. They 
first bloomed last year in 2020.  

The plant shown top left (opposite) is my favorite, a heavily mealed 
inflorescence, white-edged with deep purple stripes, though not always 
quite to the edges. I think it would qualify as a striped. The blossoms 
were small and did not flatten out. The leaves had moderate farina.  

The plant shown bottom left (opposite) showed some doubling on two 
of the pips, while the other two were single, a thin sprinkling of farina 
on the flowers. They are green edged with green between the purple 
stripes, and almost no farina on the leaves. I think I would classify it as 
a fancy, but let's see how it looks when it blooms this year.  

The plant shown bottom right (opposite) had only one inflorescence, 
white edged, though some of the purple stripes go all the way to the 
edge. The white stripes do not penetrate all the way to the paste. 
Would it qualify as a striped or a fancy?  The leaves were lightly dusted 
with meal. I am hoping the inflorescence will be more perfectly round 
in 2021. 

When I posted these on the Primula Lover's Facebook page a number 
of people commented that they too were pleased with the results they 
got from this batch of seed. 

Thank you, Kevin Baker, for your lovely hand pollinated crosses and 
for your seed donations to APS! 
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Selected by JANE GUILD 

I chose this article from the 

Winter 1991, as we are all 

concerned with keeping 

Primula viable for future 

generations. 

To read the full article, go to the APS website, at: 

www.americanprimrosesociety.org   

On the top menu bar of the home page click Quarterly 

> Quarterly Archives  and find 

Vol 41.1 Winter 1991.  The article begins on page 3.  

http://www.americanprimrosesociety.org
https://americanprimrosesociety.org/wp-content/uploads/Vol-49-1.pdf#page=2
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NEGLECTED WOODLAND 

PRIMULAS? 
 

MAEDYTHE MARTIN 

 
Most Primula growers have a plant or two of P. sieboldii in their garden.  
But there is a whole section, called the Cortusoides that are similar and 
are related.  They mostly have soft hairy leaves and are deciduous.  
John Richards in his book Primula (Timber Press, 2nd ed. 2003) says 
this large group of species extend from “Central and eastern Asia, from 
the Urals, Tien Shan, Pamir and eastern Afghanistan eastwards to 
Eastern Siberia, China and Japan.  [They are found chiefly in] montane 
woodland but also alpine rock crevices…” 

He goes on, “As the name suggests, Cortusoides species are closely 
related to the genus Cortusa…”  These little gems are regularly offered 
in the APS seed exchange and are a delightful summer species.  In the 
Cortusoides section, many of the plants are “long-lived, free flowering 
and undemanding plants for a cool, sheltered, moisture-retentive but 

well drained site in a peaty 
or “woodsy” soil. Some are 
very attractive plants, 
which are well worth a 
place in any garden and 
deserve to be better 
known.”  (p.134)  

Primula sieboldii (left) has 
been featured in the 
quarterly many times and 
seed is readily available in 
the Seed Exchange.  The 
main trick with this lovely 
plant is to recall it goes 
dormant in the summer, so 
you have to remember 
where you planted it and 
not dig it up or plant 
something else on top of it.  
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Two other close relatives are Primula polyneura (above) and P. kisoana 
(below).  Primula polyneura is “widespread in north-west China from 
south-eastern Gansu (south of P. cortusoides) southward through 
western and central Sichuan to the Tibetan-Yunnan frontier area on 
the divide between the Salween, Mekong and Yangtse rivers… “It is 
found in “‘Open and stony lime soil’ in the upper zone of fir forests, 
‘moist shaded wooded 
areas’, flowering in June in 
the wild.” Richards tell us it 
has been in cultivation 
since first collected in 1905.  
“Long-lived, easily raised 
from seed, and grows well 
in suitable cool, well-
drained situations in the 
garden. Perhaps the best 
general garden plant in the 
group, and in its best 
forms, very attractive.” (p. 
137)  This used to be listed 
regularly in the seed 
exchange, and can probably 
still be found, so should be 
grown more widely. 
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Primula kisoana 
(left) is passed 
around between 
APS members as 
plants quite often.  
The pretty white 
form is found in 
gardens in the 
Pacific Northwest.  
It seems to be a 
robust plant, once 
established, and 
likes to grow under 
rhododendrons .  
The roots of the rhodos provide good drainage for the plants, as well 
as shade.  Richards tells us it has been “Cultivated in Japan by 1733…”  
This one will grow well in pots, as I can attest.  

O n e  q u i c k 
m e n t i o n  o f 
another in this 
group with the 
most wonderful 
hairy, dissected 
leaves is Primula 
p a l m a t a .  A 
number of us 
here in Victoria 
have tried to 
grow this but 
have not yet 
succeeded.  I did 
see it in a 
member’s garden 

in Alaska.  Apparently, it grows well in Scotland, too.  We must persist, 
as it is most attractive when it first puts up its leaves. So do try 
something different, one of the Cortusoides section if you don’t have 
these in your garden and enjoy them in the late spring after other 
primroses have finished. 
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PRIMULA TILE 
 

MAEDYTHE MARTIN 
  

I found this recently when I 
was sorting and cleaning out 
things in my storage shed.  I 
remembered I got this as a 
prize at one of the APS 
National shows held in the 
Seattle area. It was at the 
Bellvue Botanical Garden in 
1999.  It is a great prize and 
certainly has lasted well.  The 
show coordinator, Claire 
Cockcroft, tells me she got the 
tiles at Wilburton Pottery, and 

they are still making tiles, though I don’t see a 
Primula tile.  You can see their products at  
https://www.wilburtonpottery.com/store. 

Do any of you remember the big shows held in 
the Seattle and Portland areas in the 1980s and 
1990s?  You not only won a ribbon for a prize-
winning plant, but there were gardening gifts 
to go along with the ribbon.  I remember 
getting a garden supply gift certificate once. 
The big shows date back to the early ones in 
the 1950s.  Have a look at some of the show 
reports in the old quarterlies.  It is sad our 
recent shows have become smaller.  What a joy it must have been to 
see over 100 entries in a show.  It is still great that we can get together 
at shows, and hope that after the pandemic it will be possible to have 
them again. 

In the meantime, if you want to add a decorative touch to your garden, 
here is a possibility.  There must be other decorative features one could 
incorporate.  Let us know if you have used any in your garden. 

 

https://www.wilburtonpottery.com/store
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AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING HELD SUNDAY, 

FEBRUARY 21, 2021  
 
The meeting was held online.  Quorum and start at 6:03 pm EST. 
Board members present:  Elizabeth Lawson (President), Mark Dyen (VP), Jon 
Kawaguchi (Treasurer), Dean Wiegert (Secretary), Julia Haldorson (Director, 
Membership Secretary), Amy Olmsted (Director), Pat Hartman (Director, 
President of Juneau Chapter), Janice Anthony (Director), Ed Buyarski 
(Director), and Lucy Coles (Director) 
 
Regrets: Jane Guild (Editor) 
 
1.  Approval of the Agenda (Amy/Janice) 
 
2.  Approval of the Minutes of November 22, 2020 (Pat/Ed) as presented. 
 
3.  Treasurer’s Report (emailed prior to the meeting) 

Treasurer’s 2020 Budget Proposal 
Income less expenses October 1st to December 31st, 2020: $1,348.16 gain. 
Income less expenses January 1st to December 31st, 2020: $1,735.63 gain. 
Total Liabilities and equity as of December 31st, 2020:  $31,999.80 
As of December 31, 2020 the quarterly has one new and four renewed 
advertisers for a total of $948.00 advertising income.  Net income from 
2020 budget is $1,045.65: the $525 amount for the National Show was 
unused; no 2020 banking fees; no 2020 Dickson Award engraving fees; no 
office supplies purchased. The $5,000 CD, US Bank maturity date is April 
30, 2021. 
Motion (Dean/Pat) to accept the treasurer’s report. Carried. 

 
4.  Business Arising from the Minutes of August 16, 2020  

The 2021 Spring Board Election is now open.  Five Board positions are on 
the ballot.  Candidate bios, election information and ballots are on the 
website.  Online voting is available on the website.  

 
5.  New Business 

A. Discussion about a 2021 National Show/Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) 

Due to the continued Covid-19 pandemic, there will not be a National 
Show in 2021.  The board discussed options for an online AGM.  It was 
decided that the AGM would again be held using the online chat platform 
on the society website.   
Motion (Pat/Ed) To separate the online AGM from the spring Board 
Meeting with the AGM in May and the Board meeting moved to June. 



Carried. 
B. Appointment of Chairperson for Constitutional Revision Committee. 

Elizabeth has appointed Mark as the chairperson.  Elizabeth described 
the revision of the Constitution as an ongoing project. There was a 
discussion about the need for all board members to read and suggest 
changes or updates to the Constitution.  Mark will keep the board 
informed of a need for volunteers and suggested we all provide a list of 
possible constitutional issues.  Pat and Elizabeth suggested board 
members report to Mark in the next month.  
ACTION:  Every board member should review constitution for possible 
revisions and issues that need to be addressed and send these to Mark by 
the end of March.  
C. Discussion on Proposal for Membership Questionnaire to Locate 
Member Talent/Interest for the next Decade. 
Dean proposed that the society conduct a membership questionnaire that 
may be combined with new membership or membership renewals to 
identify members who have experience, skills and interest in assisting the 
board and committees and for identifying future board candidates.  The 
board discussed the method of conducting a survey: through the 
quarterly, as a mailed survey, a web page survey, as an email, or as part of 
the membership renewals. Elizabeth suggested both paper (quarterly) and 
website. Jon as webmaster verified that there is a bio information box on 
the membership list on the website where survey information could be 
logged.  
ACTION: Dean will put together some ideas for the board to consider.  

 
6.  Committee Reports 

A.  Membership (report emailed prior to meeting) 
Per report there were 217 members as of 2/17/21 vs. 200 as of 2/6/20.  
Membership is slightly up but fewer existing members had renewed.  
Elizabeth noted that according to the report, there were 59 expirations as 
of 2/17/21 and asked whether that is normal?  Julia explained this is 
normal, some will renew late and new members will join. Julia said that 
there were two new members since she prepared the report.  The seed 
exchange continues to be a draw for new memberships. 

B. Website (report emailed prior to meeting) 
Jon continues to learn the maintenance and updating of the website and 
just updated the Spring election information. 

C. Editorial 
Jane sent her regrets and was not available to give update. 

D. Seed Exchange 
Still underway.  As of December 31, 2020, Revenue: $805, Expenses: 
$1,322.75.  Amy is sending out rack cards with seeds to non-members 
participating in the Lucky Dip second round. She asked Chapter heads to 
supply her with any literature she could include and requested rack cards 
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if any board members had extra.  Elizabeth will investigate the printing of 
new rack cards.     

E. ICRA (report emailed prior to meeting) 
Covid-19 pandemic continues to delay the APS application to become 
ICRA for Primula.  

F.  Advertising (Elizabeth’s President’s report concerning advertising was 
emailed prior to meeting) 

Sequim Rare Plants, a new advertiser in the quarterly, is interested in 
placing a link to the APS website on their website.  The board agreed this 
was a good idea. Jeffrey Douglas is offering $100 to APS in exchange for 
a link to his website https://www.thegreenpinky.com.  It was decided 
that more information about the agreement would be necessary such as 
establishing an expiry date for the ad.   
ACTION:  Elizabeth will contact Jeffrey Douglas to negotiate terms.  
Elizabeth also had a draft proposal to solicit memberships from botanic/
public gardens with benefits of seed exchange. Due to meeting time 
limitations, she will refine and present at a future meeting. 
 

7. Chapter Reports   
Due to time limitations, Dean suggested skipping discussion of chapter 
reports unless someone had anything to add. 
Juneau (emailed prior to meeting) 
Currently up to 11 members and Pat continues to reach out to potential 
new members.  Pat hopes to be able to have in-person meetings soon. 

 
8. Date of AGM:  May 23, 2021.  Date of next meeting: June 27, 2021 
 
9. Adjournment: (Elizabeth) 7:38pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Dean Wiegert, Secretary 
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NATIONAL 
AURICULA 

AND PRIMULA 
SOCIETY 

 
 

NORTHERN SECTION 
 
 
 

Please consider joining the National Auricula 
and Primula Society - Northern Section. 

Overseas memberships are some of the best 
ways to learn more about your favorite plants.  

Benefits include publications and more. 
 

Write: D. Skinner, Treasurer.  Nanny Lane, 
Church Fenton, Tadcaster, N. Yorks.  LS24 9RL. 

 
Overseas membership £15 

 
Please make checks payable to NAPS. 

www.auriculas.org.uk 

NATIONAL 
AURICULA 

AND PRIMULA 
SOCIETY 

 
SOUTHERN SECTION 

 

www.southernauriculaprimula.org 
 

The National Auricula & Primula Society - 
Southern Section was founded in 1876 by and for 
enthusiasts who raised and exhibited Auriculas,  

Gold-Laced polyanthus and other primulas. 

 
The Annual subscription is £7 (UK) for single or 

family membership, Overseas £15.00 
Members receive an illustrated Year Book and a 

Newsletter - Offsets - containing interesting articles 
on growing and raising Primulas together with their 

history and cultivation. 
 

Applications for membership of the N.A.P.S. 
Southern section should be made to: 

The Honorary Secretary, Lawrence Wigley, 
67 Warnham Court Road, Carshalton Beeches, 

Surrey, SM5 3ND. 
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New Members 
January 8 - May 15, 2021 

Year of 
Expiry Name  Address 

2022 Mada Angell 41 Broadmoor St, Sequim   WA   98382 

2022 Amy Armstrong 8248 Raymond Rd, Madison   WI   53719   USA 

2022 Tracy Asselin Baycrest Greenhouse, 2661 Sterling Hwy, Homer   AK   99603   USA 

2022 Nancy Baggett 4024 Wildwood Way, Ellicott City   MD   21042 

2022 Marvin Bame 8717 N Chase Ave, Portland   OR   97217   USA 

2022 Holly Bimba 1124 Delaplane Grade Rd, Upperville   VA   20184 

2022 Marc  Chalifoux 102-10 Rue Villeray, Montreal   QC   H2R 1E8   Canada 

2022 Julia Cook 2748 SW Breakers Dr, Waldport   OR   97394   USA 

2022 Sarah Dunn 5007 Palace Ln, Knoxville   TN   37918   USA 

2022 Bryan Emery Bryan's Specialty Plants, Ltd, 168 Lurline Ave, Victoria   BC   V8Z 1H6   
Canada 

2022 Sue Evanetz 3731 Beach Ave, Roberts Creek   BC   V0N 2W2   Canada 

2022 Joseph Gorman 2196 Bishoptown Rd, Duffield   VA   24244 

2022 Leanne Hogie 1804 Markham Rd, Hood River   OR   97031   USA 

2022 Merrill & Kelly Jensen PO Box 1433, Corvallis   OR   97339   USA 

2022 Steven Kristoph Steven Kristoph Nursery, 9 Roberts Rd, Millstone Twp   NJ   08535   
USA 

2022 Robert Mapes 6555 - 34th Ave SW, Unit B, Seattle   WA   98126-3149   USA 

2022 Lolita Martens 3230 Ridgeway Ave, Madison   WI   53714   USA 

2022 Rebecca Norton 1614 - 36th Ave, Seattle   WA   98122   USA 

2022 Kathy Oldham 245 Hardwick Pl, San Ramon   CA   94583   USA 

2022 Charles Oliver The Primrose Path, 921 Scottdale Dawson Rd, Scottdale   PA   15683   
USA 

2022 Karla Ortloff 5732 Clinton Ave, Minneapolis   MN   55419   USA 

2022 Mathieu Ouellette 1677 Rue Charles-Bazire, Chicoutimi  QC   G7H 6A1   Canada 

2022 Madrone Ruggiero PO Box 0, Greenbank   WA   98253   USA 

2022 Frank Ruggiero PO Box 0, Greenbank   WA   98253   USA 

2022 Catherine Rushworth 2020 Placer St, Richmond   CA   94804   USA 

2022 Jose Salazar 2239 W Thomas St, Chicago   IL   60622   USA 

2022 Jennifer Schonberger 16651 NE - 48th Ct, Redmond   WA   98052   USA 

2022 Victoria Sharpe 2219 NW Stoney Creek Dr, Issaquah   WA   98027   USA 

2022 Clement Skehan 37934 Wright St, Willoughby   OH   44094-5852   USA 

2022 Paulette Sopoci Primrose Hill Manor, 746 Janetville Rd, Janetville   ON   M4K 3C8   
Canada 

2022 Torben Steffensen Brondby Haveby, AFD. 1, Bellisbakken 82, 2605 Brondby   Denmark 

2022 Anne Sterling 15 Church St, Acton   MA   01720   USA 

2022 David Stewart UK, %E. Lawson, 115 Kelvin Place, Ithaca   NY   14850   USA 

2022 Walter Thompson 720 Spruce St, Edmonds   WA   98020   USA 

2022 Edward Trimble 7 Club Rd, Baltimore   MD   21210   USA 

2022 Michele Unger 506 Bell St, Edmonds   WA   98020   USA 

2022 Sylvia Watanabe 145 Crestwood Dr NW, Grand Rapids   MI   49504   USA 

2022 Ross Wilton Metro Parks Tacoma, 626 N Trafton St, Tacoma   WA   98403   USA 



32 

 


