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The View from Here 
 

As the new president of the APS board, I am 
working to develop a “view” of how a 
specialist plant society can not only survive, 
but thrive. The key, of course, is 
membership. The society functions because 
of the financial support and volunteer efforts 
of its membership. Activities such as national 
shows and seed exchanges, as well as venues 
for written communication, like the quarterly 
publication and the website, unite the society 
in its efforts to fulfill the mission that 
Florence Bellis began in 1941. Can we plan a 
centennial celebration for 2041? Since I am 
already a grandmother, I will likely be 
unavailable by then, but it is a great goal! 

At the last board meeting, also designated as 
an Annual General Meeting, Membership 
Secretary Julia Haldorson reported that as of 
May 21st we have 209 members. We need 45 
new members to regain the 2018 
membership level. Treasurer Jon Kawaguchi 
projects operating costs to be greater than 
income for the upcoming year. Your 
previous board therefore decided to raise 
membership dues while at the same time 
keeping our society attractive by offering 
w ha t  w e  a r e  t e rm i ng  ‘ on l i n e 
membership’.  These members ask us not to 
send them the paper quarterly because they 
are still able to view the latest issues by 
logging into the APS website. They also 
enjoy all the other privileges of membership. 
We hope this will attract new members who 
prefer to live paper-free and like the lower 
membership dues (US $25.00 per year 
wherever they live).  
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As our primroses set seed, it is time for us in the society to brainstorm 
new ways to grow our membership. Updated “rack cards,” which 
contain membership forms and can be distributed at garden club 
meetings and shows, are in the works. What if each of us “seeded” a 
gift membership at the start of each new year? It would be nice to have 
a membership of 300 strong. Please feel free to contact me at my email 
(winpenny.lawson@gmail.com) or send me a note (115 Kelvin Place, 
Ithaca NY 14850) with ideas. Specialist plant societies are more 
important than ever in keeping the Earth flowering for the pollinators. 

 

 

CENTRAL ASIAN PRIMULAS 
 

ELIZABETH KNOWLES 

 
I visited Central Asia in June 2016 and while in Kazakhstan visited 
Aksu Dzabagly National Park. This area has not been grazed in almost 

a hundred years and as our 
group started walking up the 
Ulkun Kaindi valley (1875 m) 
we were surrounded by waist 
high flowers. We hoped to find 
Iris willmottiana higher up but it 
had already gone over. Our 
disappointment was more than  
compensated for as we reached 
the higher elevation when we 
discovered Primula minkwitziae 
growing in a limestone rock 
crevice at 2400m. A member of 
the Section Cortusoides, its 
whorls of pink flowers have a 
yellow eye, its leaves are kidney 
shaped and as with many high 
alpines it is covered with soft 
hairs. Its distribution is limited 
to southern Kazakhstan and 

mailto:winpenny.lawson@gmail.com
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nearby Ala Archa valley in 
Kyrgystan. On the snow-clad 
mountains beyond we spotted young 
brown bears sliding down patches of 
snow, then climbing back up for 
another go. 

We encountered a second member 
of the Cortusoides section, Primula 
matthioli, on a couple of occasions. It 
grew in dappled shade in the 
Chimgan valley in Uzbekistan 
(1827m). We later found it by a 
stream on the road from Naryn to 
Lake Issyk-Kul in Kyrgystan 
(2350m). This Primula has a much 
wider distribution and ranges from 
southeast Europe through to Central 
Russia and Japan. It has dainty bell-
shaped pink flowers on stems that rise 
30cm above scalloped light green leaves. It thrives in moist woodland 
conditions. 

Thousands of Primula algida grew in the damp high meadows at Otmok 
(3200m) and Ala Bel in Kyrgystan. Its umbels of pale mauve flowers 
with a yellow eye blended in with mauve and cream Pulsatilla campanella 
and deep blue Viola altaica.  On another occasion we saw them growing 
with dandelions, cerastium and forget-me-nots! We found the same 
Primula last year in the Pontic Alps in northeast Turkey. It is similar to 
Primula farinosa but much more robust, both belong to the Section 
Aleuritia. 

Primula pamirica and Dactylorhiza umbrosa both thrived in a boggy water 
meadow (2600m) beside the road leading to Song Kul lake. It is related 
to Primula nutans (syn sibirica) seen in Himachal Pradesh, India in 2014 
and to Primula tibetica seen in Nepal in 2012. All three belong to Section 
Armerina. Unlike Primula nutans which is circumpolar in its distribution, 
Primula pamirica is endemic to Central Asia. It has 4 to 8 pale pink 
flowers with a yellow eye on each stem and distinctly notched petals, 
seen above. 

The fifth Primula species, also seen in Kyrgystan, was Primula nivalis ssp. 
farinosa. A member of Section Crystallophlomis it is a close relative of 

Primula pamirica, photographed by 

Liz and George Knowles 
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Primula longipes from northeast Turkey. This was one of the best days of 
a remarkable trip, we made frequent stops on the road up to Barskoon 
for plants which included the fragrant pale mauve crucifer Disidera 
flabellata, Saxifraga oppositifolia, drifts of icy blue Trollius lilacina and 
Callianthemum alatavicum. Primula nivalis ssp. farinosa grew in several 
locations near the top of the pass at 3800m, generally beside an ice 
cold stream. Its silvery leaves, as its name suggests are covered with 
white farina, its deep pink flowers have a white eye. This species is 
found throughout Central Asia and into Xinjiang, China. Though it 
was mid June the temperature at this altitude was barely above freezing 
and we were buffeted by wind and snow as we walked through this 
floral paradise. 

 

 

BREEDING AURICULAS AND 

THE SOCIETY SEED 

EXCHANGES 
 

HENRY PUGH 

 
Auricula breeder Henry Pugh's instructive webpages, and the illustrated seed lists 

he designed for NAPS Midlands & West, his home club in England, have lured 
growers around the world into the pursuit of exquisite new Selfs, Stripes, and 
Fancies. As his plants and seeds come into the hands of growers in North 
America, some are following Henry's example and hoping to produce seeds 
for the APS seed exchange, perhaps as soon as this winter.  Henry has 
written an article on how he produces these exquisite plants.   

For those who don’t know me, I have been an active member of 
NAPS Midland and West Section growing exhibition auriculas in the 
UK for about twenty years and have been breeding them for most of 
this time.  Like the APS, NAPS is an organisation that facilitates the 
culture of Primulas including auriculas by its members through holding 
events such as shows and organising activities that promote sharing 



American Primrose Society Summer 2019 

7 

between members. Although I am obviously preaching to the 
converted, it is still worthwhile saying that one of these activities, the 
Seed Exchange, plays a very important role in the health of these 
Societies.  

Obtaining the best varieties as a beginner before you have 
demonstrated that you can grow them properly can be difficult and so 
some Self auricula seed from the NAPS Seed Exchange seemed like a 
good idea. This first try included a packet of “mixed Self” seed 
donated by expert breeder Tim Coop. I have always been lucky and 
this sowing produced, among many promising seedlings, a yellow Self 
that won a seedling class at the Saltford Show in 2002. This was named 
‘Piccadilly’ and remains a frequent winner on the show bench today.  

As a result of this early success with seed from the Seed Exchange I 
was hooked and decided to have a go at my own crosses. Attempting 
to produce a striped auricula of improved form in the colors of my 
favourite football team was the order of the day. This was expected to 
take several generations. My experiences are recorded on the NAPS 
Mid l and  and  West  Se c t ion  we bs i te  a t  h t t p ://
www.auriculaandprimula.org.uk/wilkin94/auricula_breeding.html. The 
lasting memory of my very first cross was that the initial twenty or so 
seedlings to flower gave a rich proportion of excellent plants. These 
included “Strand”, “Fleet Street”, “Trafalgar Square” and “Bank 
Error”, with perhaps “Fleet Street” being the best. Alas a truly 
outstanding red and white stripe eluded me, but I was producing far 
more seed than I could possibly raise myself and so I could repay some 
of my debt to the Seed Exchange by being a contributor. The 
experience also opened my eyes to something far more promising.  

The little book “The Auricula” by Biffin provided my inspiration for 
attempting to breed new types of auricula and expand the range of 
auriculas showable in the fancy classes. This has largely been achieved, 
not solely by me I must add. My thanks go to the many generous 
auricula growers who gave me plants with useful new characteristics to 
kick start breeding lines. The general method adopted was to mainly 
select plants for showing and breeding that displayed a new 
characteristic and good or improved form. Then, usually the day after a 
show, do the crosses, using predominantly those plants and seedlings 
that did well at the show.  To make the crosses, take a group of three 
or more plants with similar characteristics and cross the first onto the 
second, the second onto the third and so on until you complete the 
group of crosses by crossing the last onto the first. This gives great 

http://www.auriculaandprimula.org.uk/wilkin94/auricula_breeding.html
http://www.auriculaandprimula.org.uk/wilkin94/auricula_breeding.html
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variety (see picture of some of the varieties in 2014 of my own raising 
on page 17) and has proved to be a sustainable method that has 
produced show quality plants of many new types including Laced, 
Picotee, Wire-edged, Shaded, Bi-color, Spotted etc. in a wide range of 
colors as well as a few winning varieties of the standard types.  Also the 
method has the benefit of producing lots of spare seed for the Seed 
Exchange. Unfortunately as many of the crosses use plants that are 
identified only by a seedling number the buyer has no easy way of 
knowing what the plants, that produced the seed, looked like. So tiny 
photographs are needed for the seed list on the website. This in turn 
significantly improves seed sales and attracts new members for the 
benefit of the Society.  

When selecting seedlings flowering for the first time, the advantages 
enjoyed by the breeder who aims for modern fancies should not be 
underestimated.  Crossing any two plants with paste will almost always 
produce seedlings that also have paste and can be shown either as 
traditional show types (Edges, Selfs or Stripes) or modern fancies and 
can be chosen for keeping on form alone. In this way the proportion 
of useful seedlings is greatly increased.   

A few examples of plants raised are illustrated on page 18. 

In conclusion, I regard breeding new types of fancy to show standard 
as enormous fun, playing games with exquisitely jewelled pieces. 
However things cannot go on forever and I am in the process of 
retiring from auricula growing. I have not set any seed for two years 
now but I did do some last crosses in this period to support the NAPS 
Seed Exchange. I hope that the members who have had some of my 
auricula seed over the years are successful and keep breeding new and 
better varieties way into the future.   

Please note that a more comprehensive guide for breeding auriculas is 
available at http://www.auriculaandprimula.org.uk/wilkin94/
auriculas_from_seed.html. 

 
 

REMEMBER TO SAVE AND DONATE SEEDS! 

In the USA send seed to:  

Amy Olmsted  

421 Birch Road, 

Hubbardton, VT 05733  

 

Outside the USA send seed: 

Pascal Vigot  

1171 Seigneurie Ste-Emelie, 

QC J0K 2K0 

http://www.auriculaandprimula.org.uk/wilkin94/auriculas_from_seed.html
http://www.auriculaandprimula.org.uk/wilkin94/auriculas_from_seed.html
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NATIONAL SHOW REPORT 

2019 
 

JUDITH SELLERS 

 
The National Show held at Tower Hill Botanic Garden near 
Worcester, Massachusetts was a whirlwind of activity and enjoyment. 
A few people toured Bruce Lockhart’s awe-inspiring garden and we 
completed much of the set up and delighted in a garden party and 
dinner on the cold and wet Friday, but the show itself happened in a 
single day on Saturday, May 4th. Final benching, judging, plant sales, 
touring the botanic garden, book signing, round table discussion, 
lunch, business meeting, awards ceremony, hour and a half 
presentation and show dismantling filled the day at a fast pace from 
seven thirty (early breakfast a ‘must’) until five in the afternoon. 

We were dismayed to find that the box we store at Tower Hill 
containing our benching supplies no longer held the little cards we 
attach to each plant pot or the hole-punch needed by the judges. We 
improvised with bits of card stock on which exhibitors jotted just the 
essential information and borrowed a punch from the reception desk. 
The judging team somehow managed to find and record the 
information they needed. 

A miserably wet and late spring had led to numerous emails the week 
before the show saying ‘I have absolutely no plants to bring this year !’ 
but, miraculously, and with thanks to attendees from Wisconsin and 
Michigan, there were just enough entries from nine exhibitors to make 
the benches look filled and beautiful. Well over a thousand visitors 
come to Tower Hill on a nice Saturday in May, so it is important that 
we provide a suitably appealing display of plants to promote Primula 
appreciation. 

I missed the opportunities to take photos of the plants on the benches 
this year, but thanks to friends we have some pictures of the winners 
to share. There were a few exceptionally pretty Primulas shown, though 
due to the growing conditions there were far fewer acaulis and 
polyanthus, auriculas, and kisoana than usual. The Juliana hybrids and 
some less often seen species helped fill the display. 
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An additional attraction for visitors is always our plant sales. We had 
six specialty vendors this year: some whose plants are not widely 
available or are only sold at our shows. Demand for named sieboldii 
and auriculas, and brightly colored denticulatas is high in the spring, 
and very few plants were left at the end of the day. 

A beautiful educational display, created by Paul Held, of about two 
dozen named P. sieboldii plants from Japan, including explanations and 
illustrations, was appreciated by many visitors (in spite of the artwork 
on the wall behind our exhibits) who had never seen this species in 
gardens or photographs. 

Elizabeth Lawson (who will be the President of our Society by the time 
you read this) had some anxious days waiting for copies of her freshly 
published book, Primrose, to arrive in time for a book signing. At 4 in 
the afternoon before the show they arrived, so we had the very first 
chance to buy the book and chat with its author while she signed 
copies for us. It is a remarkable work, written with professional 
scholarly research and a personal enthusiasm for the genus. The 
combination of science, history, literary references, and gardening 

information are put 
together with wonderfully 
diverse, relevant and 
beautiful photographs, 
making it one of the most 
readable books, gardening 
or otherwise, on my 
shelves. There will be more 
complete reviews to read in 
this publication soon. 

Five APS members came all 
the way from Wisconsin 
and Michigan to join us at 
show, and all expressed 
increasing interest among 
Primula growers in the 
upper Mid-West in starting 
a new American Primrose 
Society chapter there. This 
is exciting news for those 
who live far from the 
coastal groups, and for the 
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APS. Anything we can do to encourage them will be a benefit to 
Primula enthusiasts everywhere. 

We had all eagerly awaited the last scheduled event of the show: Matt 
Mattus’ slide lecture about his trip to China last June to climb high to 
see and photograph Asian Primula species in their natural settings. 
Tower Hill had to reserve seats for registered Primula show visitors, as 
their advance publicity had resulted in a great many Tower Hill 
members planning to attend and the auditorium was filled. The 
spectacular scenery, exquisite plants, professional photography and 
exciting travel adventures were all presented in Matt’s entertaining and 
engaging way, with a specially thrilling short video at the end, and we 
all felt inspired as we prepared to leave another successful APS 
National show. 

 

JUDGING RESULTS FROM THE  

2019 APS NATIONAL SHOW 
 

Tower Hill Botanic Garden, May 4, 2019 

 

Best in Show to Bruce Lockhart for a very large P. elatior  
First Runner Up to Lucy Coles for a pink cushion of P. acaulis which 

was also Best Seedling 
Second Runner Up to Dean Wiegert for purple self show auricula 
Third Runner Up to Lucy Coles for an almost black cowichan 

polyanthus 
Novice Award to Lucy Coles for several beautifully grown and 

presented plants 
 

APS National Awards 

John Kerridge Award for Best Cowichan to Lucy Coles for her very 
dark flowered example  

Etha Tate Award for Best Acaulis to Lucy Coles for her delicate pink 
cushion plant 

Ivanel Agee Award for Best Hybrid Juliae to Judith Sellers for her 
‘Wanda’ hybrid. 
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Ellen Page Haydon Award for Best Double Auricula to Judith Sellers 
for ‘Joanne’ 

Mary Zach Award for Best Show Self Auricula to Dean Wiegert for his 
purple flowered plant 

Rae Berry Memorial Award for Best Species to Bruce Lockhart for his 
P. elatior 

John Kerridge Award for Most Species in Bloom to Susan Haddock 
 

New England Chapter Awards 

Rodney Barker Memorial ‘Judge’s Choice’ Award (a Hawes watering 
can) to Amy Olmsted for her peach colored P. obconica. 

Richard Redfield Trophy for Best in Show and Elaine Malloy Trophy 
for Best Garden Grown Primula to Bruce Lockhart for P. 
elatior. 

There were 9 exhibitors, 3 of whom were novices. 

Blue ribbons (first) were earned by Bruce Lockhart ( 2), Lucy Coles (3), 
Dean Wiegert (1), Amy Olmsted (3), Mary Malloy (2), Susan Haddock 
(2), Jacques Mommens (2), Susan Schnare (2), Judith Sellers (5) 

The Chapter wants to thank Dean Wiegert and 
Susan & Tom Haddock for their expertise and 
special effort in carrying their exhibition plants 
through airport security and bumpy flights, and 
benching them in such excellent condition. 

Thanks to all exhibitors for making the Primula 
exhibit something to see and admire, and to 
our judges (Kris Fenderson, Mary Malloy, Alan 
Lawrence) and clerks (Deborah Wheeler, Dean 
Wiegert, and Stacy Fenton) for getting up very 
early on Saturday morning to do a well- 
appreciated job.  Dean Wiegert, Stacy Fenton, 
Alan Lawrence and Deborah Wheeler in the 
process  of 

judging (photo: Mary Malloy)  

The Dorothy Dickson Award for  
Outstanding Service was awarded to 
Merrill Jensen.  Newly updated 
plaques, shown right (photo: Merrill 
Jensen) 
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APS National Show 

2019 
Left: Dean 

Wiegert’s multi-

award winner 

P.elatior - 
photo: M 

Malloy 

 

Right: Primula 
obconica, 

winning the 

Rodney Baker 

award.  Grown, shown and 

photographed by Amy Olmstead. 

 

Below, right: Lucy Coles' dark-

colored Best Cowichan and  pale pink Best Acaulis - photo: M Malloy 

 

 

 

 

Left: Dean 

Wiegert’s 

Best Show 

Self Auricula 

- photo: M 

Malloy 

Above: Paul Held's display of P. sieboldii ‘Sakuraso’ - photo: Anne Lyons 
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Primula 

algida  
“...grew in the damp 

high meadows at 

Otmok (3200m) and 

Ala Bel in Kyrgystan. Its 

umbels of pale 

mauve flowers with a 

yellow eye blended in 

with mauve and 

cream Pulsatilla 
campanella and 

deep blue Viola 
altaica.” 

This page: Primula algida at Otmok, Kyrgystan, photographed by George and Liz Knowles 
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Primula nivalis ssp. farinosa 
“...grew in several locations 

near the top of the pass at 

3800m, generally beside an 

ice cold stream. Its silvery 

leaves, as its name suggests 

are covered with white 

farina, its deep pink flowers 

have a white eye.”  

This page: Primula nivalis ssp. farinosa photographed by George and Liz Knowles 
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Primula 
matthioli 
“...has a much 

wider distribution 

and ranges from 

southeast Europe 

through to 

Central Russia 

and Japan. Its 

has dainty bell 

shaped pink 

flowers on stems 

that rise 30cm 

above scalloped 

light green 

leaves.” 

 

 

Primula 
matthioli by a 

stream on the 

road from 

Naryn to Lake 

Issyk-Kul in 

Kyrgystan.  

Photographed 

by George 

and Liz 

Knowles. 
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Just some of the Pughs’ 2014 seedlings 
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The Pughs are brilliant auricula hybridizers in England.  These 

are just a few pictures of their recent work.  Top, left: Fancy 

edged seedling.  Top, right: ‘High Wire’.  Middle, left: Fancy 

radial Shaded seedling.  Middle, right: Show self ‘Piccadilly’.  

Bottom, left: Stripe ‘Claire Nicolle’.  Bottom, right: Fancy spotty 

seedling.  Photos provided by 

the Pughs. 
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VIRAGS Show 2019 
Trophy winner P. vilosa alba, right 

An interesting first prize winner below: 

‘Kinlough Beauty’ 
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Elizabeth Lawson found this plate during her research for her book 
Primrose, article begins on the page opposite. 

Above, a full-page, watercolor plate of other genera in the family to which 
the genus Primula belongs, the Primulaceae. In 1965 the Reverend William 

Keble Martin (1877–1969) published what has been called “a technical 
masterpiece,” A Concise British Flora in Colour, which has 1,379 

watercolor drawings covering a span of nearly 70 years’ effort. 
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ON WRITING PRIMROSE,  
PART TWO 

 

ELIZABETH LAWSON 

 
Elizabeth Lawson, newly elected President of the APS, has written a book on 
primroses, aptly called Primrose.  She had many adventures in the course of 
writing the book and relayed some of them in the last issue.  In Part two she relays 
further adventures.  You can find her book to buy online, and we hope to have a 
book review in a future issue of the Quarterly. 

Behind every image in Primrose there is a story, a trail of email 
conversations, and hours of effort. When I received the contract to 
write the book, I found myself, to my surprise, responsible for image 
and permission gathering. It makes sense because images should 
represent and even extend the text, and the writer has created it. I 
started at a low point on the learning curve. There is a bewildering 
array of image sources. Some images free and others require a fee, paid 
for by the author. Google and Pinterest image searches yield endless 
images, but many cannot be used in a book, where each image must be 
high-resolution and permission accounted for, that is, either copyright 
free (Public Domain) or permission accessible after agreement with a 
permission holder. 

Permission holders sometimes proved 
elusive. For an image that I thought 
would add information, I found myself 
in a long, wild goose chase. This 
concerned a full-page, watercolor plate 
of other genera in the family to which 
the genus Primula belongs, the 
Primulaceae, shown left. In 1965 the 
Reverend William Keble Martin (1877–
1969) published what has been called “a 
technical masterpiece,” A Concise British 
Flora in Colour, which has 1,379 
watercolor drawings covering a span of 
nearly 70 years’ effort. He had conceived 
of the book in 1898, and completed his 
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first drawing, of a snowdrop, 
while tutoring in Ireland 
before going to theological 
college. He wrote of 
interruptions: “…by the 
middle of the First World War 
I had the scheme of the plates 
in my head. I was a chaplain 
in Flanders. I remember 
looking at the dykes and 
seeing the dykes just like an 
English dyke. But there were 
dreadful things happening, 
and I had no time for study.” 
At publication the book 
became an immediate 
bookseller—the Reverend 
was 88. 

Some articles stated that the 
Reverend Martin had bequeathed the plates to the Natural History 
Museum, but they weren’t there. In 2015, 34 of the plates were sold at 
auction by Bonham’s in London, but the Primulaceae plate was not 
among them. After countless hours I had to give up the search for the 
permission holder. The Reverend’s book is easily available in the used 
book trade and I recommend it as both useful and beautiful. If the 
scan of Plate 57 had appeared in Primrose, readers would have realized 
that Lysimachia, Trientalis, Diapensia, and Cyclamen are relatives of Primula. 
Martin drew from life, but always replanted a specimen in its locality. 
A Concise British Flora in Colour was a labor of love in its truest sense. 
The Reverend (seen above) had a special sympathy for wildflowers. He 
said, “I know all the wildflowers on my walk to church. I know their 
shapes and positions. As I look at them on the walls, they seem to talk 
to me about their struggle to grow” (The Sunday Times, 13 June 1965).   

A photograph of Pierre-Joseph Redouté’s A Bouquet of Auriculas 
(watercolor on vellum, 1837) appears in the book. I took the photo 
with my cell phone at the National Gallery in Washington, D. C. where 
my husband and I were visiting our son. Each time we go, we visit a 
different museum (they are all free in D.C.). I had no idea it was there, 
confirming the fact that the primrose path has many wonderfully 
serendipitous turns. The painting glowed, reaching out in the dim 
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lighting of the gallery, impossible to miss. I planted myself in front of 
it, peering intently. A guard, perhaps thinking that I was too close, 
came over.  He was a tall man, greying at the temples, rather somber, 
and he looked at me disapprovingly. I said, “Aren’t these primroses 
lovely?” He looked at me dismissively and said, “Ma’am, they aren’t 
primroses. They are auriculas. Look at the name.” I said, “Well, 
auriculas are a kind of primrose.” He said, “No, they are auriculas.” I 
launched into a discussion of primrose vs. Primula vs. auricula, which 
didn’t convince him that I knew anything, but he softened a bit. Then 
he said that he had a small garden and would really like to grow 
auriculas but he had never seen them at a garden center. I told him that 
he really should grow them and gave him the name of Wrightman’s 
Nursery. He thanked me for this information but continued to regard 
me suspiciously. This encounter made me realize the limits of trying to 
make meaningful explanations about horticultural naming. They will 
always be auriculas to him and he didn’t want any additional 
information. I think we had a meeting of the minds, however, in our 
great appreciation of the painting and the beauty of auriculas.  

I wanted images of people as well as primroses. Sometimes I was 
surprised by different images of the same subject. One wonderful 
historical figure whom I encountered was Anne Pratt (1806-1893). She 
was by all accounts an amazing person, having overcome physical 
disability as a child to become the cheerful, productive writer and 
illustrator of many botanical works. The Wikipedia entry shows a 
portrait of her as 
a young woman 
wearing a tea-
colored, silky, 
lowcut gown with 
a lacy, provocative 
bodice ruffle. No 
hi-res image was 
av a i l ab l e  on 
Wikimedia though 
it was in the 
Public Domain. 
By chance I 
stumbled on a 
black-and-white photograph of her on Alamy, a stock photo library, 
which I used in the book, seen above..  If I had been able to use the 
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glamorous version, it would have been a radically different portrayal of 
Anne Pratt. 

One of the pitfalls of 
research is trying to shape 
the story without enough 
evidence. When I came 
across a source that stated 
that one of the common 
names of the cowslip was 
mayflower, I thought what 
if that famous ship that 
sailed across the Atlantic 

in 1620 was named after the cowslip? What a nice connection! 
However, so many wildflowers were called mayflower at that time that 
I had to give up on that angle, but not before I had stumbled on the 
story of four siblings, who were sent on the voyage by their father who 
removed the children from their mother and sent them on the 
Mayflower without his wife’s knowledge. There are several accounts on 
Wikipedia, one under “Samuel More,” the father, and one under 
“Richard More,” the only child that survived and prospered. The 
children were between the ages of 4 and 8, and all but Richard died 
within 6 months of departure from England. Mayflower historians 
suspected a mystery, and there was one, which was solved in 1959 
when documents were found by a More descendant in an attic in the 
UK. I sat at my desked, stunned, thinking about how much fear and 
physical deprivation these young children, so young, must have 
suffered. They were not the only children on board. Apparently 
“homeless waifs” from the streets of London were commonly rounded 
up and sent to the New World as indentured servants. 

Writing a book is a lot like gardening. There is the weeding—I had to 
cut 18,000 words. And then there is the editing—rearranging 
sentences, paragraphs and chapters even. Right now I am in year 2 of 
designing a primrose path and I realize my most difficult task is the 
editing—taking out plants that do well and should live somewhere, but 
crowd out the primroses on the primrose path. I love growing 
primroses from seed, which may have analogies to writing as well. 
Something springs to life from the activity of sowing words. 

Phil Revel, Shipton, Shropshire [CC BY 2.0 (https://

creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)] 
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VIRAGS SHOW, APRIL 2019 
 

MAEDYTHE MARTIN 

 
We all look forward to the spring alpine garden show, here in Victoria.  
This year it was in early April, the 5th and 6th, and after a cold winter 
(for us at the West Coast) one could see the impact on show. There 
were fewer plants than normal, but still many interesting things to see. 
There was a reasonably good display of Primula, 64 pots. Some old 
favorites, such as the marginata and polyanthus, and one P. allionii were 
staged, along with newer introductions. The plant which won Best 
Primula in Show trophy was a Primula villosa alba, one of the old 
Victorian greenhouse plants, staged by Maedythe Martin.  There were 
not many Primula x Julianas, but one small ‘Kinlough Beauty’ caught 
the eye, with its interesting 
striped flowers. This plant 
was originally found in a 
garden in Kinlough County, 
Donegal, Ireland.  And 
someone brought a Primula 
x Kewensis, a difficult plant 
to grow. A pretty white 
polyanthus (seen right)
rounded out the show 
bench.  

Two early show auriculas appeared in the bench, the striking blue and 
white stripe ‘Night and Day’ and one of Tim Coop’s introductions, 
‘Crimple’, a green-edged purple ground fancy.  They were ahead of the 
season, but a welcome sight. 

In the six pan class Maedythe Martin entered a nice array of Primula.  
Included were the species P. juliae alba; the wild English primrose 
(raised from Barnhaven seed); a hose-in-hose polyanthus with the 
yellow flowers we all look forward to in spring; a small mystery Primula 
x Juliana in a pale buff color; a double yellow acaulis, probably a 
Bellarina plant; and a clone of Primula vulgaris, that has been grown in 
Victoria for over four decades rounded out the six pan display.  Spring 
had indeed come to Victoria.
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Selected by JANE GUILD 

I chose this article from the 

Summer 1969 issue of 

Primroses because it is still 

relevant today, even after 

fifty years! 

 

To read the full article, go to the APS website, at: 

www.americanprimrosesociety.org   

On the top menu bar of the home page click Quarterly > 

Quarterly Archives > Volumes 26-30 > Volume 27 > Vol 27-2 

(Spring 1969).  Then go to page 77.   

http://www.americanprimrosesociety.org
https://americanprimrosesociety.org/wp-content/uploads/Vol-27-3.pdf
https://americanprimrosesociety.org/wp-content/uploads/Vol-27-3.pdf
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Barnhaven  

Our friends over at Barnhaven have had 
a busy year!  They’ve had displays at a 
number of plant fairs this year—17 so 

far.  Visit https://
www.barnhaven.com/shows  
to see the list of locations.  There is a link to each venue listed, some of 
which have photos of Barnhaven’s exhibits like those above. 

 

APS Executive 

Please welcome the new members of the APS Executive 

Our new President is Elizabeth Lawson, who has recently had her 
book Primrose published.  She has written about the process in both 
this and the previous Quarterly.  Mark Dyen is our new Vice-
President:.  Mark is also President of our New England Chapter.  Dean 
Wiegert joins our Executive in the role of Secretary, and Directors 
Janice Anthony (an APS member for 35 years!) and Pat Hartman (new 
Chapter President for Juneau). 

 

https://comitedesfetesandel.com/marche-

regional-aux-plantes/marche-regional-aux-

plantes/  

http://www.fetedesjardins.com/  

https://www.barnhaven.com/shows
https://www.barnhaven.com/shows
https://comitedesfetesandel.com/marche-regional-aux-plantes/marche-regional-aux-plantes/
https://comitedesfetesandel.com/marche-regional-aux-plantes/marche-regional-aux-plantes/
https://comitedesfetesandel.com/marche-regional-aux-plantes/marche-regional-aux-plantes/
http://www.fetedesjardins.com/
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AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING AND AGM 

HELD ON SUNDAY MAY 26TH, 2019 
 

The meeting was held online. Quorum and start at 6.15 pm, EDT. 
Board members present: Jane Guild (Editor), Julia Haldorson (Director, Membership 
Secretary), Merrill Jensen (Director), Jon Kawaguchi (Treasurer), Elizabeth Lawson (VP), 
Michael Plumb (Webmaster and outgoing Secretary), Rhondda Porter (outgoing APS 
President) 
 
Also present: Janice Anthony (prospective director), Dean Wiegert (prospective secretary) 
 
Regrets: Ed Buyarski (Director) 
 
1.  Approval of Agenda (Michael / Elizabeth) 
 
2.  Approval of the Minutes of AGM, May 20th, 2018 (Michael / Jane) 
 
3.  Approval of the Minutes of February 10th, 2019 (Michael / Jane) 
 
4.  Treasurer’s Report 

As of March 31st, 2019  

• Income / Expenses = $947.43  

•  Total Liabilities / Equity = $30,175.30 

• Jon recommends that members be encouraged to change to online quarterlies as 
opposed to paper copies because  this would help the society’s finances.  

• Rhondda suggested the new board hold a meeting once a year specifically to 
examine the annual budget. 

• Jon emphasized that no new expenditures be approved once the budget is set. 

• Dean will contact Cheri Fluck regarding availability of remaining old quarterly 
sets. 

• Some of our reserves (total $30,175) could be used for special projects (e.g., a 
National Collection), but withdrawing funds from reserves would require passing 
a special resolution by the board.  

• Jon informed the board that the reserves may drop to around $20,000 after 
projected operating costs. 

• Moved (Michael / Elizabeth) to accept the Treasurer’s Report   
 
(At this point Merrill excused himself from the meeting) 
  
5.  Business Arising from the Minutes of February 10th, 2019 

a.  Final cost of Dorothy Dickson Award plaque: $210.10. Jon suggested each 
member receiving the award should be the one to have their name engraved, with 
cost reimbursed by the society. 

b.  Changes to the constitution to incorporate online AGM: According to our 
constitution, the Annual General Meeting of all members is supposed to take 
place at the time of the annual National Show. Because of the lack of reliable 
WiFi at some National Show venues and show scheduling difficulties, it is now 
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often difficult to schedule the AGM at the National Show.  The constitution 
needs to allow for moving the AGM to another time.  Other items which need 
revision, such as the number, care and location of national trophies, a work begun 
by Susan Schnare. . Michael Plumb, Pat Hartman and Elizabeth Lawson will 
comprise the Revisions Committee.  

 
6.  Committee Reports 

a. Membership (Julia): As of 21st May, we have 209 members.  We need 45 more 
people for us to regain the 2018 number.  

b. Website Report (Michael / Jane): The new Forum is now available for members 
to upload photographs with their submissions. The Archives have been disrupted 
by a change in the WordPress platform. Jane and Michael are working to restore 
them. A ‘Contribute’ menu option has been added to make it easier to submit 
articles for publishing in the Quarterly or on the website.  

  
7.  New Business 

a.  Results of the election of officers and directors (Michael): Members were 
encouraged to send their ballot via the website, though some sent their vote by 
email or regular mail.  The digital (website) voting system works well, but needs to 
be up and running much earlier next year, at the same time as the election is 
announced in the quarterly. 
There were no write-in candidates.  Consequently, the slate of candidates was 
unanimously elected: 

• President: Elizabeth Lawson 

• Vice-President: Mark Dyen 

• Secretary: Dean Wiegert 

• Directors: Janice Anthony, Julia Haldorson, Pat Hartman 
b. New England preliminary show report: Judith Sellers had sent a report on the 

informal discussion held at the show. Some comments follow:   

• Dean Wiegert suggested reprinting A Cultural Chart for Certain Species of The 
Genus Primula. 

• There is growing interest among Primula growers in the Upper Mid-West in 
forming a new Chapter or Group. 

• Members would like information on resources which are not available via 
the website. This could be published in the Quarterly. 

• The New England Chapter feels unable to offer to host the 2020 National 
Show because of uncertainty regarding the Tower Hill venue, which will be 
under renovation. 

c. Rack cards: These are a form of publicity distributed at shows and garden club 
meetings, and contain a membership application form.  They need updating to 
reflect our revised membership dues. Janice, Rhondda and Jon will look into 
updating them. 

 
8.  Date of next meeting: August 18th, at 6.00 pm EDT. 
 
8. Adjournment: Rhondda 
 

Respectfully submitted, Michael Plumb, Secretary 
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NATIONAL 
AURICULA 

AND PRIMULA 
SOCIETY 

 
 

NORTHERN SECTION 
 
 
 

Please consider joining the National Auricula 
and Primula Society - Northern Section. 

Overseas memberships are some of the best 
ways to learn more about your favorite plants.  

Benefits include publications and more. 
 

Write: D. Skinner, Treasurer.  Nanny Lane, 
Church Fenton, Tadcaster, N. Yorks.  LS24 9RL. 

 
Overseas membership £15 

 
Please make checks payable to NAPS. 

www.auriculas.org.uk 

NATIONAL 
AURICULA 

AND PRIMULA 
SOCIETY 

 
SOUTHERN SECTION 

 

www.southernauriculaprimula.org 
 

The National Auricula & Primula Society - 
Southern Section was founded in 1876 by and for 

enthusiasts who raised ad exhibited Auriculas,  
Gold-Lacd polyanthus and other primulas. 

 
The Annual subscription is £7 (UK) for single or 

family membership, Overseas £15.00 
Members receive an illustrated Year Book and a 

Newsletter - Offsets, containing interesting articles 
on growing and raising Primulas together with their 

history and cultivation. 
 

Applications for membership of the N.A.P.S. 
Southern section should be made to: 

The Honorary Secretary, Lawrence Wigley, 
67 Warnham Court Road, Carshalton Beeches, 

Surrey, SM5 3ND. 
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Should there ever be a question about your membership, please contact: 
Julia L. Haldorson, APS Membership 

P. O. Box 292 
Greenbank, Washington 98253 USA 

julia-haldorson@ak.net 
membership@americanprimrosesociety.org 

British Columbia Primrose 
Group 
Maedythe Martin, President 
951 Joan Crescent  
Victoria, BC V8S 3L3 
(250) 370-2951 
martin951@shaw.ca 
 
 
 
 
 

Juneau Chapter 
Pat Hartman, President 
17060 Island View Dr  
Juneau, AK 99801-8357  
patricia.hartman4@gmail.com  

 
New England Chapter 
Mark Dyen, President 
132 Church Street  
Newton, MA 02158 
mark.dyen@csgrp.com 

OFFICERS OF THE CHAPTERS 

New Members 

 March 25 - July 5, 2019 

Expiry Name Address 
2020 Bernard Carrier 5944 route Ste-Genevieve, Quebec  QC   G3K 

1A8   Canada 
2020(D) Bruce Crawford 108 Hosmer Street, Hudson, Massachusetts   

01749   USA 
2019 Nicki Croghan 36 Holworthy Street, Cambridge, 

Massachusetts   02138   USA 
2020 Kristi Hooton 9003 Long Run Drive, Juneau, Alaska   99801   

USA 
2020 Majella Larochelle 36 rue Renaud, Gatineau   QC   J8T 3A4   

Canada     
2020 John Towning 2 Addison Square, Cromford, Derbyshire   

DE4 3QT   UK 
2020 Samual Webb, Jr. 283 Streets Run Road, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania   

15236   USA 
2020 Marianne Welch 11811 Covered Bridge Road, Propect, 

Kentucky   40059   USA 
    
D = Digital 




