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The View from Here

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Spring is just around the corner. We at the
West Coast are in full flower, despite the
setback of a very cold 4 weeks of winter that
happened in mifebruary. | am sure the
season will come later to the middle of the
country and to the East Coast, but we hope

s yGL are seewg signs of spring by the time this
reaches you.

The APS Seed Exchange is over once again,
with many packets of promise of things to
come sent out far and wide. Please
remember that you can help the Seed
Exchange prosper by pollinating some plants
in your garden as they bloom, and saving the
seed for next years Seed Exchange.

A great deal of time and effort has gone into
revamping the APS website. We hope you

. iare enjaying the new look. Some of the new
features now include newly organized
Quarterly Archives, and the ability for you to
send in content for the website or Quarterly.
And of course there will be glitches, so if you
find any, let the webmaster, Michael, Plumb,
know about them.

Have a wonderful spring season, and enjoy
all thePrimulén your garden as they come
into bloom.

&



LOOKING TO ADD TO YOUR
PRIMULA COLLECTION?

This is the time of year t
more plants. Even | ookin
some nurseri-AEPI.S a nNi Ce

Check out some of t he f

SEED SOURCES

Avant Garden&vantgardensne.con®) offerings

Barnhaven Primrosdsa¢nhaven.com)30+ offerings

Chiltern Seedghilternseeds.co.w33 offerings

Jelitto Perennial Sedgditto.com) 100+ offerings

World Seed&-andt-world-seeds.com)hundreds of offerings

PLANTS AND MORE

Arrowhead Alpinegarrowheadalpines.con§ offerings, US only
Ashwood Nurseriggshwoodnurseries.con26 offerings, UK only
Kevock Gardertkevockgarden.co.uk}00+ offerings, UK only
Popds (Bdpsplants8.co2k)l00+ offerings, UK only
Sunshine Farm & Gardefssinfarm.com) 11 offerings, US only
Sequim Rare Plariquimrareplants.con§5 offeringsUS only
Eidelweisgedelweissperennials.ce®) offerings, US only

Wrightman Alpinegvrightmanalpines.comjearly 100 offerings,
Canada and US only

Ebbing Lohaugebbingohaus.de/en) commercial grower

&


http://www.avantgardensne.com/
http://www.barnhavenprimroses.com/
http://www.chilternseeds.co.uk/
https://www.jelitto.com/
http://www.b-and-t-world-seeds.com/
http://www.arrowhead-alpines.com/
http://www.ashwood-nurseries.co.uk/
http://www.kevockgarden.co.uk/
http://www.popsplants2.co.uk/
http://www.sunfarm.com/
http://sequimrareplants.com/plant%20list2.html
https://d.docs.live.net/83bd348bbb293ad8/Documents/work/APS/APS%20quarterly/2019/spring/edelweissperennials.com
https://d.docs.live.net/83bd348bbb293ad8/Documents/work/APS/APS%20quarterly/2019/spring/wrightmanalpines.com
https://www.ebbing-lohaus.de/en/
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A PLANT RESEARCHER
IN SPAIN

MAEDYTHE MAR'IN

Eduardo Barba first contacted APS in March 2018. He sent a picture
of a flower in a painting that he thought looked like an auricula and
wondered if anyone in the Society could tell him where to find
information on flowers from the L &entury. Luckily | am interested

in sources for flowers in earlier times, and mentioned he look at the
Furber engravings, with lots Bfimuland auricula from the 1700s.
Then | remembered the Ehret painting of a pale blue auricula and also
told him about that.

Since then he has contacted me again. He sent me other references tc
sources of information on earlier times. Some of them follow:

LRRERRERNERE  Flowers and Nature: Netherlandish Flower
' Painting of Four Centuri€rfect Paperbaék

September 1, 1991 $gm Segal

Published bgeven Hills Book4991)

The Garden week
magazine

archive.org/stream/
gardenillustrate7107lond#page/114/mode/2up/search/primula


https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Sam+Segal&search-alias=books&field-author=Sam+Segal&sort=relevancerank
https://archive.org/stream/gardenillustrate7107lond#page/114/mode/2up/search/primula
https://archive.org/stream/gardenillustrate7107lond#page/114/mode/2up/search/primula

Eduardo ce

LUIS PARET'Y ALCAZAR authored the book

1746-1799 Luis Paret vy
[17461799]The
Triumph of Love over
War, which can be

% found at the

~~ Museum of Fine

Arts of Bilbao.

Ll triunfo del \mor sobre la Guerra

DONACION ALICIN KOPLOWITZ

Most recently he sent a link to YouTube where he can
be seen gi ving a l ectur e
Graced (Fuente de | a G
© | the lecture is in Spanish, it is still a marvel to
1/ see how Eduardo tracks the plants seen in this
|| piece, relates them to other historic works in
— the Prado Museum, and then to current
culture. You can view the lecture here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=KxCu_ 8D4TNO



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxCu_8D4TN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxCu_8D4TN0
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Join us for the 2019
American Primrose Society
National Show

At Tower Iill Bolanic Garden, Boylston, MA
Friday and Saturday, May 3,4

Events Schedule ~
FRIDAY

10:00 to 4:00 - Self scheduled tours of Bruce Lockhart’s garden
and greenhouse, Petersham MA or Garden Vision
Epimedium’s Open-Nursery Day
2:00 to 4:00 - Show set-up and Exhibition Plant benching in the
Main Hall at Tower Hill. Early plant sales

6:00 to 10:00 - Garden Party, Greenhouse Tour, and Dinner at the
home of Matt Mattus and Joseph Philip
SATURDAY

7:30 to 8:30 AM - Final staging and benching of Exhibition Plants
9:00 to 10:00 - Primula Judging
(Exhibition Area for judges & clerks only at that time)
10:00 to 5:00 - Tower Hill open to the publie
10:00 to 4:00 - View the Judged Primula Exhibition,
visit Seed, Book and Primulabilia Sales at the
APS Welcome Table, or enjoy Tower Hill's Gift

Shop, Cafe, Gardens, and Conservatories.

9:00 to 2:00 - Seed and Plant Sales in the Orangerie:

Primula and companion plants from specialty
nurseries and members’ gardens

11:00 - 12:00 - Primula Grower’s Round Table Discussion

12:00 - 1:45 - Buffet Lunch, Show Awards, and New England
Chapter Meeting
2:00 to 3:30 - Matt Mattus’ presentation of "Primulas and Rare

Flora of Western China™

4:00 to 5:00 - Show take down and departure from Tower Hill

The Registration Form and Rules for Exhibitors (New England
Chapter version) can be found on the APS website:
www.americanprimrosesociety.org

Questions or map directions, email <jsellers(@frontiernet.net=

Elizabeth Lawson will be at Tower Hill on the Saturday for a book signing



PRIMULA SIEBOLDIN THE
GARDEN

SURVEY ARTICLE BY MEDYTHE MARTIN

Many of thePrimula siebolgir o wn i nS akapaespow 0
finding their way to North America. These are the equivalent of
0showd aur Hacad Ipaysnthud rexhigition mlants. As

such, there are conventions when potting and showing them, and |
gather that in Japan there are classes for the various types just like ther
are classes for edged and alpine plants in England and North America.
In the shows in North America we do not have the classes for the
various types d@?. sieboldéind are just glad to see full,-grllvn pots

on the show benches. Over hd?esieboldinainly are grown in
gardens, and here are some from growers from different areas

At theWest CoastheP. sieboldsi a hardy and welcome garden plant,
coming into bloom just a bit after many of the early primroses are
over. The Lunnsin Oregon have a few clumps that they have kept
going over a number of years. Here is what they say about cultivation:

Primula sieboldiid rhododendrons like similar conditions in our
Pacific Northwest garden. We grow practically aP.aieboldhi the
ground under oak trees along with some of our smaller
rhododendrons. In the cool spring they all receive full sun. Once the
war mer weat her of summer occur s,
and the provide varying amounts bfgh shade for all the plants
during the day. We do irrigate them during the hot weRBtiraula
sieboldior m | arge c¢cl umps for wus, but
the rhododendrons. | believe some of the clones that | am fond of
tend to be lost because of competition from other primroses, or the
clones just lack hardiness.

We donodt di vi de t hem, but t hey
compost added to the soil and then replanted. That is a task that we
seem to never get around to doing. | do occasionally dig up dormant
plants in very early spring, divide and pot them up for contributing to
plant sales and they do well. | apply fertilizer to the rhododendrons
and t he pri mroses benefit a |
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specifically target the primroses for this feeding. We do apply a top
dressing of medium fir bark on them every year or so. | once tried
growing P. sieboldinder somewhat similar conditions, but without
irrigation and they all died.

At the East Coas€Ellen Horniglives in Massachusetts and grows her
plants in the garden with little fuss. Here is another insight into
growingP. sieboldi the garden.

| do grow a lot ofP. siebold{isused to own a nursery, Seneca Hill
Perennials, so | grew out scads of them from seed in order to select the
best forms and then | had to close the nursery, so when | moved to
Massachusetts | brought all my favorites along, and here they are).

| grow them in high shade and in partial shade, and | don't do a thing
for them, except big "except™ this garden is designed for aging in
place, so | leave the leaves where they fall unless the wind piles them
up too deep.The trees are hickories and oaks surface rootsand

so the plants have the benefit of accumulating humus and leaf litter, a
lively fauna at the surface and presumably the roots, and protection
from the elementsThe soil is an acidic sandy loanot what you'd
choose forPrimulaand indeed thP. sieboldédse the only ones that
thrive - the P. vulgariypes are miserable, the assorted polyanthus
seedlings only somewhat less so.

The patches do spread vigorously, and after a few years the blooms
start to declinel select the plants for sturdy stems and nice compact
trusses so it's pretty easy to see when I'm losing Atekat point, |

dig them up and then replant chunks from the outer (more vigorous)
perimeter. The rest | use elsewhere, or compost, or give away,
depending on the possibilities.

| should note or maybe you shouldhat these things regrow easily
from root pieces, like Oriental poppies, so it's pretty hard to eradicate
them. Since my garden is chaotic and naturalistic, that's fine with me,
but it might appeal less to someone who likes to maintain a high
degree of controll'd just suggest that in digging clumps one take care
to tease out all the rootChopping through them just encourages
them.

| hardly ever water my gardetis too big, and water fees here are too
high. Once theP. sieboldjo dry in summer, they go dormant, and
they're perfectly OK with that.



Pat Hartmanfrom Alaska sends the following:

I live in Juneau, and my garden areas fackytime Canal The
surrounding garden location at my home is on a rock outcrop that
ranges from 130 feet t@50 feet above sea level, 1/2 mile from the
ocean and is exposed to high winds and surprisingly enough, corrosive
salt spray carried by the wind$ie P.sieboldire in several beds on

the south west side of my home and a more protected rock bed area
along my driveway that is at the lower elevation.

Soil has been amended with top soil brought in and peat moss. |
mulch with small beauty bark but plan to do an early topping of aged
chicken manure (purchased) this spring; having seen great results from
otherPrimulgrowers in the ared he plants closest to my house are
somewhat protected in a raised bed with large boulders sheltering them
from the north winds and have companion plan®odfjersia aesculifolia

& i n g e rFiitikadaf eleagri€ornus sericeand Picea pungens

O Mont gomer y 6 -cirdearound tloerplantirg that es most
exposed and gives tlRe sieboldibme protection from the winds,
bears and deerAnother bed in my Japanese garden area is more
susceptibléo deer traffic but seems to be surviving.

Mulching is the only special attention that they have gotten so far
but they will get the chicken manure mulbhie to their location, |

have not attempted winter protection but the thought of it is on my
mind, especially when we have years of little snow coverage.

Ed Buyarskialso fromAlaska sends us these notes: | have grown
Primula siebdidim plants, rhizomes and seed in my gardens, a few
miles from the Jens€&ison Arbureum. | garden in a sunny to partly
shaded pocket in the rainforest and seldom waté&triamylagfter a

few weeks of growth. My soil is heavily organic and enriched with
composted horse manure and organic amendnfeimtaila sieboldii
thrive along with Denticulatas, Julies, candelabras, and many more. As
others have mentioned they may need to be marked so they are not
weeded out when dormant. Surprisingly considering how well they
grow in Juneau | have never collected ripe seed in my own garden or
know of any others. They are one of many we look forward to seeing
in flower in late May and June.

&

10


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lynn_Canal
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DOUBLE FLOWERS OF
SAKURSO

MASAHIRO SHIINO

I n our |l ast i ssue, we highlight e
In the course of collecting all these plants, Paul came into contact wit
Shiino, who has sent him many named Sakuraso from Japan. Paul asl
write an article for the APS about how the double flowers were created

0Sakurasobd ar e hor t i cRrimuausieloldii p |
indigenous to Japan. They had been most popular during the Bunka
Bunsei Period (18a4830) of the Edo Era and rapidly increased in
number of cultivars. 0Sakurasobd
developed from native wild species?nfmula sieboltiid represents

the heritage of Japanese horticu
meaning ocherry grassoé6 because t
the Japanese Cherry Tree; the 0s
the fields along the riverside. Country people were attracted by their
beauty and started to grow them in their home gardens. This
horticultural activity gradually moved from country to city around the
Kyohou Period (1716735) and became one of the leading flowers in
the Edo period. Since then, many growers have created new types by
careful selection and careful breeding efforts. Now, you can see and
enjoy wonderful varieties in th
May in many places in Japan. In this article, | will introduce
information about a new type of
form, which was a longtime goal in hybridization history.

Primula sieboldd a perennial herb and starts growing from
underground rhizomes as the spring sun shines and young leaves
emerge. Then a flowering peduncle arises from the tip of the rhizome
which produces an umbel of several flowers. They do not make seeds
by seHfertilization but make seed by fertilization between different
styles within the fl oweroés tube.
Primulaspecies: they need insects to be a carrier of pollen for
fertilization.

Flowers ofPrimula siebofalid their cultivars have deeply divided 5

11



petals. Double flowers have never been introduced since the Edo Era.
Therefore, the realization of perfect double flowers has been the goal
of most breeders.

Mr. Toyokazu Ichie is the important man who accomplished this
difficult and historical goal. | am honored to introduce the process of
his creating double flowers in this article. He is my long time
horticulture friend and | respect his dedicated work to achieve this goal
tracing back to 1983. In that year he accidentally found 3 buds with
possi bl e doubl e form. Their ma |
60 Komadomed and while he hoped t
regrettably found these 3 buds e
types: long and short styles. It is commonly known that crossing using
the same length styles will not result in seed. It is especially difficult
between two plants with short styles. To achieve a perfect double, it is
necessary to find flowers with long styles that could be a possible
double. He checked more than one hundred fifty buds and fortunately
found a few buds with possible long styles and named them "Hatu no
Kasaned (meaning OFirst Overl app
and not durable as a garden plant. From 1987 he repeated tenaciously
his works to cross this hybrid with other single petal buds and 10 years
later in 1996 he successfully found many plants forming perfect
doubles with more than 70 to 80 percentage probability, and he chose
about 300 plants from among these to keep and name. At last, the
basis of present doubl e 06Sakur a
many cultivars were introduced t

Now double 6Sakurasod i s PRrimdaogni
sieboldiind occupies one corner of display stands to amaze people in
the flower shows.

Please see the pictures related to this article and remember that Ichie is
the man who made memorable and historical achievements for
6Sakurasod hi<story.

Paul Held has kindly offered to send a plant to anyone who sends him
a seHaddressed envelope and a suggested donation of $5. Paul has
agreed to not commercialize the double forms, but is willing to share
these, and others, with private gardeners. You can contact him at
egnarorewolf@gmail.com

12
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Double
Flowered
Sakuraso

Top: O6FI amen
<o L@ Ichie)

Middle:
ONami shi buki
# 1 'Q Ichie)

All photos supplied
by Paul Held
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