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The View from Here
Rhondda Porter
With this issue of Primroses we are replacing
the traditional President’s message with
a new feature, “The View from Here.”
Members of the APS Board, who are
spread out all over the continent, will take
turns writing the introduction to each issue
of the Primroses Quarterly.
Weather seems to be the topic everywhere
this year, from record snowfalls in the East
to drought in California. The Southern
Gulf
Islands, between Vancouver
Island and the mainland of BC, have a
Mediterranean climate, but this year we
have had one of the warmest winters and
driest springs on record. Other parts of
the West Coast have similar problems. The
State of Washington recently issued a statewide drought emergency. Oregon and
California have issued their own drought
warnings. Primula which other years would
survive quite happily in my garden with
very little supplementary water, now, in
the absence of any rain, require constant
monitoring to ensure that they don’t dry
out completely and die. Only the P. sieboldii
are unperturbed by the lack of rain as
they are naturally dying down and going
dormant. Most people look forward to
summer sunshine, but here on the coast we
are hoping for rain.


Spring is when all the hard work in the alpine house, greenhouse and
garden, sowing seed from the APS Seed Exchange, pricking out,
transplanting and tending is rewarded by a burst of color. Spring
is also the season of alpine and Primula shows. For those who
enter their treasures in a show, apart from the fun and camaraderie,
there is always the possibility of seeing your special Primula being
rewarded with a ribbon. In April, the Vancouver Island Rock and
Alpine Garden Society (VIRAGS) held its annual show in Victoria
and at the beginning of May the APS National Show was held
at Tower Hill Botanic Garden in Boylston, Massachusetts. Show
reports and pictures from both shows are part of this issue of the
Quarterly.
Don’t forget to visit the APS website for more pictures and for
access to an amazing collection of past issues of Primroses. You
don’t need to log in to get access to everything, except for the latest
twelve issues, which are reserved for members. If you need an
access code to read the most recent issues, send a message to our
webmaster. There is a link on the homepage of the website.
And finally, as the seed capsules begin to form on your Primula,
don’t forget to add “collect seed for the APS Seed Exchange” to
your summer To-Do List!

{

How would you like to be a Director
of a great organization?
How about the APS?
Why not put your name forward for
the President or Secretary position?

We’d love to have you join the Board!



}
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Primula World
Pam Eveleigh
I have written this in response to questions about how I became
interested in Primulas and why I created my website Primula World
www.primulaworld.com. Like many gardeners, my specialist

interest had its origins in much broader areas: hiking, photography
and general gardening. In 1991, the Calgary Horticultural Society
(CHS) held a workshop on Rock Gardening and the result of that
was the formation of the Alpine Study Group of the CHS and then
eventually the Calgary Rock and Alpine Garden Society (CRAGS),
of which I am a founding member. Given at the workshop was a
list of societies you could join with the benefit of receiving journals
and seeds. I joined them all! One of these was the American
Primrose Society and I duly ordered seed from them of a dozen
species. I was thrilled when not only did I get good germination,
the next year most of them bloomed. I was hooked!
Several other events set my love of Primulas in stone. In 1992, I
attended the Primula Worldwide conference in Portland, Oregon. I
had never been to a plant conference before and I was dazzled by
the speakers, plants sales and fellowship of so many like-minded


enthusiasts. How lucky I was to sit next to Herb Dickson in the
front row and pick up tidbits of information regarding what each
speaker was saying. The next year, I attended the annual American
Rock Garden Society conference in Denver/Vail. One of my
fondest memories is Norman Singer (then President of ARGS)
who perused the trays of plants I just bought while we were riding
in the elevator. He shook his head when he saw that I had bought
Primula allionii, telling me “Good luck with that one!”. That made
me determined to succeed with it and I read all I could on its
requirements. Little did I know then that in 2012, I would be seeing
this species in the wild in the Maritime Alps of France and Italy
and that I would be growing it in the open garden.
In 2000 I started my website Primula World. Since my focus was
turning to Primulas, I found myself ordering mostly Primula seed
from the exchanges. There was just enough time between each
seed list arriving that I had forgotten what a particular species
looked like, and I found myself looking up the same images over
and over in my assorted books and journals. I thought “Why not
just scan those images and keep them on my computer for easy
access?” The giant leap was to realise that others probably would
benefit from easy access to Primula images too, so Primula World
was born.
With my background in computer science and my love of
photography, I created a webpage with a list of Primula species
using the index in John Richards’ book Primula with the intent of
posting one image to each name. However, using images without
copyright permission meant I couldn’t just use the scanned images
from books. I posted my own images and then started to contact
people who had images and ask them for permission to use them
on Primula World. It is laughable how small those first images
were in size and resolution compared to the norm of today! I was
delighted and surprised when John Richards contacted me and
offered up images. Thus began a mentorship between us, with me
asking incessant questions regarding the identification of species in
images and John doing his best to guide me through the intricacies
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of Primula identification. He also steered people my way when they
came back from botanical expeditions so that their images would
also appear on my website.
In 2001, I attended the Seventh International Rock Garden
Conference in Edinburgh, Scotland. I was able to visit 22 gardens
before the conference, seeing a vast array of cultivated Primula
species. I also met several of the people for the first time in person
who I had been conversing with via email, including John Richards.
This was also the year I bought my first digital camera and I
quickly discovered that I could take as many images as I wanted
to document the characteristics John told me would distinguish
between related species.
My contact with people around the world kept increasing, with
people spreading the word that I wanted images for Primula World.
One email conversation, in 2006, was with Jozef Lemmens who
was planning a trip to Tibet the next year with Rosi and Dieter
Zschummel. My husband and I were privileged to be included
on that trip, which was my first major Primula hunting expedition.
I took over a thousand images of Primulas on that trip and it
was significant in developing my photographic procedure for
documenting Primula species in the wild.
It was at a Western Winter Study Weekend in Victoria that I picked
up a copy of Kris Fenderson’s book A Synoptic Guide to the Genus
Primula. Later, I found a copy of The Genus Primula W.W. Smith, G.
Forrest & H.R. Fletcher, a reprint of a series of articles detailing
the Genus. The extraordinary detail in that book, combined with
recent events allowing the study of herbarium specimens online
and using other sources of information such as Kris’s book, has
allowed me to deepen my study of Primula. This in turn has meant
an increase in scope of Primula World from just images for each
species to also linking in references and discussing significant
details. Recently, I have also created a blog to talk about the behind
the scenes details that I discover in my research.
It is now 15 years since I started Primula World and I still haven’t


been able to post one image against every Primula name in the list.
Little did I know that this small decision to create a website would
allow me to connect with enthusiasts and experts all over the world
and that I would dedicate so much of my life to the study of the
Genus Primula.
Editor’s note: take a look at this new addition to Pam’s
website - a blogroll of fascinating articles pertaining
to Primula...

...and check out the “New”
button in species list which, “...
denotes a recent addition or
change to that species. Light
colored species names have
images, medium colored names
have information, but no plant
images, and dark colored names
have no information at this time. “
PrimulaWorld.com is an invaluable resource!
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CROWDS SWARM TOWER HILL
BOTANIC GARDEN FOR THE
AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY SHOW
Matt Mattus
Excerpt from www.GrowingWithPlants.com
‘MOON GLOW’ X ‘TWIGGY’
(now named ‘Lydia Jane’)
IS THE AWARD WINNING
CROSS BY JUDITH SELLERS
FROM NEW YORK STATE.
REALLY, CAN ANY PRIMROSE
COMPETE WITH THIS
BEAUTY? GASP- DOVE GREY
AURICULA IS SUBLIME.

Ever so briefly, as I am
so tired - which isn’t
good, because I have a
long week and weekend
ahead of me with the
National meeting of the
North American Rock
Garden Society which
I leave for tomorrow in
Michigan, but I wanted
to share some pics
from this past weekend which was stupendous - both weatherwise and plant-wise. Spring has finally arrived, with temperatures
reaching into the 70’s all weekend, perfect for our big party that
kicked off the National Primrose Society show held in conjunction
with the Seven States Daffodil Society show: both held at Tower
Hill Botanic Garden this weekend.


I won’t bore you with too many details, as this is an annual event
which I write about on this blog, but this year was so fine, with so
many auricla primroses entered ( the fancy ones with farina white
rings on them and so rarely seen here in America) and the daffodil
show which had more entries than they’ve seen in many years, both
shows were a success.
Photos by Matt Mattus.

APS National Show, 2015
NE Chapter
For over 10 years now the New England Chapter of APS has put
together an Annual Primula Show at Tower Hill Botanic Garden in
Massachusetts, and this year it served as the APS National Show. It
is always an outstanding feature of a weekend long Primula themed
event in early May. There are often other participants, most notably
Daffodil Societies, putting on their own show there that week end.
10
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Tower Hill offers generous and superb facilities, but also publicity
and the support of their very cooperative staff. This year the
Primula show had additional support from the Berkshire Chapter
of NARGS. This event is always well attended but this year visitors
came in record numbers, almost twice as many as in 2014. (Tower
Hill reported that 1265 cars entered the grounds in 2 days.)
The scheduled activities include viewing the plant show of course
but also plant sales, talks and a mini symposium. These are open
to the general public. For APS members and other select Primula
enthusiasts there are also two eagerly awaited social events: the
Saturday dinner where the awards and trophies are officially
announced and the not-to-be-missed garden and dinner party on
Friday evening at the home of Matt Mattus and Joe Philip.
The plant sale was a great success. Of course the majority of
plants for sale were primulas, and some woodlanders. The
plants are brought by outstanding growers: Susan Schnare, Amy
Olmsted, Kris Fenderson with plants from VanBurkum Nursery,
Pierre Bennerup (Sunny Border Nursery) and if that list wasn’t
stellar enough, wait! There were also John Lonsdale bringing an
incredible collection of hardy cyclamens and Harvey Wrightman
who covered tables and tables with special auriculas and many
other irresistible plants.
On Saturday afternoon John Lonsdale gave two superb talks, one on
‘Woodland Plants’, the other on ‘Primulaceae’, both based mainly
on his own work and garden , Edgewood, in Exton, Pennsylvania.
On Sunday morning we had a round table with no specific subject
or agenda, but people discussed some of their current concerns.
With participants/moderators such as John Lonsdale and Alan
Lawrence one knows that discussions will not be academic, but
firmly based on experience and reality. Perhaps for that reason
these sessions are always stimulating. Topics of discussion were
as varied as non chemical helps for use as fertilizers, pesticides
and germination inducers; but also naming -and registering plants
which in many cases seems to be a free-for-all situation.
11

Well, and the Show do you ask? It wasn’t the greatest but
was surprisingly good. Why surprisingly? Because of rather
unfavorable, nay difficult, weather circumstances we had suffered
all spring, and an uncommonly severe and prolonged winter all
over New England.
Still, a dozen exhibitors did bench over 100 plants (101 to be exact).
A quick glance at the benches wouldn’t have shown the richness
and diversity of the genus Primula. Vernales, auriculas yes but not
one sieboldii, not one kisoana. ( Ah! But if the show had taken
place one week or two later...) Most of the plants on display were
well known and well established in the history of primulas: and
very well grown and groomed. That by itself makes a show a good
show, much more than sheer numbers or novelty. For example
there were a couple of spectacular pots of “Dorothy”, a superb
garnet Cowichan (named ‘Radical Red’), a pale yellow hose-in-hose
the sisters of which have been in our gardens for decades (not an
attention grabbing plant but of such simple natural beauty when it
is well grown, as this specimen was).
Yet there were also less popular things like P. rosea in perfect shape
and bloom, and one P. villosa also in perfect shape and bloom.
Such plants will not be show stoppers nor commercial runaway
successes, but they are charming and a testimony to the skill and
dedication of the grower. In fact what catches the eye of the
general public is not always the show stopper for the judges and
Primula enthusiasts. There was one marvelous example at this
Show: an auricula ‘Moonglow’ X ‘Twiggy’, grown by Judith Sellers
from seeds she had obtained from a friend in England who had
made the cross. In the words of Show Judge Kris Fenderson, he
had “rarely if ever seen anything as close to perfection in all of its
features:” the foliage with the smoothest evenly distributed farina,
the shape and disposition of the petals, the perfect inner circle of
white paste, and the color, Oh! the color, the softest sweetest grey
one can dream of. No surprise, no discussion: this was the ‘best in
show’.
12
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Yes, it definitely was a good show and we must congratulate all the
exhibitors and thank them for their dedication and all their work
against and despite less than favorable climatic conditions. Our
appreciation and gratitude goes well beyond awards and ribbons.

National APS Show Judging Results
Tower Hill Botanic Garden, Boylston, MA
May 1, 2 & 3, 2015
One hundred and one plants were benched for
judging. Several National APS awards were not
given, as a very cold spring resulted in there being
few or no entries in some classes.
DIVISION A - POLYANTHUS
Polyanthus: Elaine Malloy Trophy (NE APS Chapter) for Best
Garden Grown Plant, Best in Division, and Third Runner Up
for Best in Show awarded to Dorothy Swift for ‘Spring Pastel’.
Hose-in-Hose: Wesley Bottom Award to Joseph Philip, for
yellow Hose-in-Hose.
Cowichan: John Kerridge Memorial Award for Best Cowichan
awarded to Dorothy Swift for ‘Radical Red’.
DIVISION B – ACAULIS
Single: Best Primrose Hybrid and Second Runner Up for Best
in Show awarded to Susan Schnare for silver-laced ‘Harold’s
Burgundy Laced’.
Double: Etha Tate Award for Best Acaulis, Fourth Runner Up
for Best in Show, and Best of Division awarded to Deborah
Wheeler for ‘Belarina Nectarine’.
13

DIVISION C – JULIAE HYBRIDS
Ivanel Agee Award for Best Hybrid Juliae and Best of Division
awarded to Deborah Wheeler for ‘Dorothy’.
DIVISION D – AURICULAS
Best Seedling Award to Bruce Lockhart for yellow auricula.
Double Auricula: Frank Michaud Award for Best Named
Auricula and Ellen Page Haydon Award for Best Double
Auricula awarded to Judith Sellers for brown and gold ‘King
Cup’.
DIVISION E – EXHIBITION PLANTS
Show Auricula: Richard Redfield Trophy for Best in Show
(NE APS Chapter), Frank Michaud Award for Best Named
Show Auricula and Mary Zach Award for Best Show Self
Auricula awarded to Judith Sellers for cream-colored Show Self,
‘Moonglow’ x ‘Twiggy’, to be named ‘Lydia Jane’.
Alpine Auricula: John Shuman Award for Best Show Alpine
Auricula awarded to Judith Sellers for light centered magenta
auricula.
DIVISION F – SPECIES PRIMULA
Oreophlomis : Rae Berry Award for Best Species Primula and
Best in Division awarded to Marion Stafford for P. rosea.
DIVISION K– OTHER PRIMULA HYBRIDS
Best of Division awarded to Judith Sellers for ‘Linda Pope’
marginata hybrid.
John Kerridge Award for Most Species in Bloom to Judith
Sellers.
The judges awarded Blue ‘First’ ribbons for excellent plants to
Rodney Barker, Mary Malloy, Matt Mattus and Amy Olmsted.
Some of the flowers may be seen in photographs of the benches.
Show Chairperson’s Award for Show Organization to Elisabeth
Zander
14
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2015 APS National Show

Right:
Polyanthus
‘Spring
Pastels’ - a
prize-winner
for Dorothy
Swift

Left:
Prize-winning
laced acaulis
‘Harold’s
Burgundy Laced’
entered by Susan
Schnare
15

National Show photos taken by Matt Mattus.
See www.growingwithplants.com for more!

16
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The Two ‘Betty Greens’
Maedythe Martin
Following the article in the last issue by Todd Bolan, Claire Cockcroft
sent a comment, that the cheerful, floriferous Juliana ‘Betty Green’
is actually red. You can see the one they have in Europe called ‘Betty
Green’ in Barbara Shaw’s book The Book of Primroses (Timber Press,
1991, p.48.) It was raised by Herr G. Arends in Germany, Barbara
Shaw tell us, in the early years of the 20th Century after P. juliae
had been introduced into cultivation about 1912. Another of his
introductions was the well known ‘Wanda’. But the ‘Betty Green’
that Todd is growing in the Memorial University of Newfoundland
Botanical Garden is well known at the West Coast, too. In fact,
Claire sent a picture of it in her garden, and I know it is grown in
Juneau, Alaska, where Julianas grow like cabbages!
How ever did this North
American plant get a name
the same as the European
one? This appears to be a
mystery, but should in no
way discourage you from
growing the very good
garden plant that is ‘Betty
Green’ in North America.

17

Primula from Patagonia

Photos by David Rankin
Notes by Maedythe Martin
In the depths of winter I sit under my bright lights in the morning
and peruse any book that comes to hand. One morning I opened
Mary Robinson’s Primulas: the Complete Guide, one of my favorites,
and there was a map of the distribution of the species world-wide.
I didn’t remember
any Primula from
the far south of
South America,
but there were
dots there.
I
had to ask Pam
Eveleigh
just
what Primula grew
there, and she
said P. magellanica.
Looking at the
pictures on her splendidly comprehensive website, Primula World,
18
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I found some images taken by David Rankin of Kevock Garden
Nursery in Scotland. I emailed him and he sent some photos he
had taken on a trip there in 2010.
He told me,
“The one of
the plant in fruit
was taken near
Lago Skottberg,
which is in the
Torres del Paine
area of Chile.
All the others
were in the Cerro
Catedral area near
Bariloche in Argentina. Pictures of flowering plants were taken on
about January 9th 2010, the other one a couple of weeks later.”
This is an attractive plant growing in meadows high in the
mountains of Tierra del Fuego, Patagonia, often on wet ground
by streams. (Richards tells us this). This is a species related to
the North American Aleuritias, such as P. laurentiana, and shows a

19

“disjunctive pattern of
distribution” with the
two species growing
some 10,000 km apart.
Richards goes on to
say,
“It
is
generally
considered that such
‘bipolar
disjuncts’
were enabled to
migrate south from
the northern hemisphere down the American mountain chains
during glacial epochs.” (Richards. Primula, rev ed. 2003, p. 276)
It is an interesting phenomena. And all was revealed just from
looking at the map in Mary’s book.

Exciting
Perennial varieties
from seed

ns
PRIM
ULA x pubesce
Production · Breeding · Seed Technology
USA Office: 125 Chenoweth Ln. · Louisville, KY 40207
Phone (502) 895-08 07 · Fax (502) 895-39 34 · http://www.jelitto.com · maryv@jelitto.com
German Headquarters: P. O. Box 1264 · D-29685 Schwarmstedt
Phone 01149-5071-98 29-0 · Fax 01149-50 71-98 29-27 · www.jelitto.com · info@jelitto.com
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Primulas at the VIRAGS Show

Top: Polyanthus class with trophy-winning blue-stripe at left
Bottom: Distinctive calyxes identify P..rusbyi, in Section Parryi
Photos by Michael Plumb and Rhondda Porter
21

Above: Michael
Plumb’s plants for
sale at the VIRAGS
show, tidily displayed
in hand-made carrying
box.
Right: Trophy winner
garden auricula
seedling entered by
Bryan Davies.
Photos by Michael
Plumb and Rhondda
Porter

22
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The VIRAGS Show, 2015
The Vancouver Island Rock and Alpine Show is probably the largest
alpine pot show in North America. And this is the place to take your
Primula if you live in the area and want to put the plants on display
for everyone to see. This year it took place in Victoria on April 17 –
18 and was another successful show of spring flowers with 310 pots
entered. Of those, 45 were members of the Primula family. There
are two Primula trophies, the Watson Trophy for best Primula and
the Barton Trophy for best Polyanthus. Bryan Davies won the best
Primula in show for a dusky red border and Maedythe Martin put in a
blue and white striped polyanthus that took the Barton Trophy.
The tiny Primula of the northern polar circumference, the Aleuritia,
had only one member on display, but it was a fine example. The
Farinosa group can be difficult to distinguish, but the farina on
the leaves and the growth habit are key to identify P. farinosa. For
a key to identify the plants, refer to John Richard’s book, Primula
(2nd edition, Timber Press, 2003.) A mystery plant was benched
under the name P. halleri, but everyone agreed, in the end, that
is was probably not. This was confirmed by checking out a
picture of P. halleri, which shows a long corolla tube which is a
key identifier. Consulting with others knowledgeable about North
American Primula and perusal of John Richard’s book Primula led
us to the conclusion that it is probably P. rusbyi, one of the few
North American Primula and one seldom seen at the show. It is
not quite typical of the species, as the leaves are smoother along
the edge and it is rather taller than the P. rusbyi usually seen, but the
distinguishing black and silver striped calyxes seemed to be a good
indication that this is what it is.
There was a small but pretty example of P. rosea, another Primula
not often seen, but welcome when it does appear. This one needs
plenty of moisture to be grown successfully.
There were not a lot of the Vernale primroses, but P. veris turned
23

up, one of the three classics: P. veris, P. elatior and P. vulgaris. This,
for me, is one of the true harbingers of spring. There was an
example of one of the newer doubles, ‘Bellarina Cream’ and the
soft yellow is a very appealing color.
The Primula marginata do well in the pseudo-Mediterrean climate
here on the Island and some examples were benched, despite the
season being an early one. The color range on display, from pale
lavender-pink through blue-violet, to one of the North American
introductions in the 1990s that are a lovely deep clear blue, gave a
perfect example of the range of colors of the various forms and
hybrids of this Primula.
One attractive small plant entered by Bryan Davies caught our eye.
It first appeared about 3 or 4 years ago, and is a hybrid – maybe x
pubescens or maybe x marginata, but the straw color with a flush
of pink, and the compact habit make it a very desirable plant.
The flowers on the bluestriped polyanthus were
huge, though it was not
fed anything more than
rich compost of rotted
oak leaves. Last year
it was a supermarket
primrose with short
stems, but attractive
enough to take home.
This year it covered itself
in blooms and there were
a few stems of flowers
left to take to the show.
It seems some of the
wholesalers have a striped
blue polyanthus strain
going here in North
America. In England it is
24
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called ‘Blue Zebra’. These seem independent from the Barnhaven
Striped, though they may well have originated with them some
years ago.
One small “wild” auricula started off the classes for these gorgeous
plants. This one was purported to be from seed collected in
Italy and had nice farina and good deep yellow color. There was
a handsome striped seedling benched by Bryan Davies, and a
pretty good yellow show self. Lloyd Gilmore brought a display
of auricula plants he has imported from England, and they are
growing and filling the 6 inch pots. It’s very nice to see some of
the wonderful doubles being grown there: Richard Austin’s ‘Forest
Sunlight’ for example. See his website at www.doubleauricula.com
for more wonderful pictures. Derek Salt’s very double auriculas
were represented by an entry of ‘Lincoln Chestnut’. Derek has
added not only single tone doubles, but striped doubles and most
lately frosted striped doubles and green striped doubles. Check
out his new website for a breath-taking array of double auriculas:
http://www.doubleauriculas1.webspace.virginmedia.com.
In the class for experts, requiring 6 pots per entry, Maedythe Martin
put in 6 examples of Primula marginata, from the very small ‘Beatice
Lascaris’ to the large-leaved handsome cultivar ‘Linda Pope’. There
were some species plants, all demonstrating the wide variety of
leaf shape, but all with the distinctive toothed edge.
Having toured the show tables three or four times, soaking up all
the great examples of Primula for another year, we regretfully left
them to take a cup of tea at the tea tables and then checked out the
plant sale. Michael Plumb and Rhondda Porter had brought lots of
Primula for sale and most were sold by the second day of the show.
Many lovely Barnhaven plants, including their striped polyanthus
and some of the daintily colored ‘Paris 90s’ were found among
Cowichans and cowslips. Michael had made very handsome carry
boxes to bring them in, which we all admired. Having filled our
shopping basket we all agreed; a great spring day and a satisfying
outing.
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Modern Plant Hunting
Notes by Maedythe Martin
The BC Primula Group invited Pam Eveleigh to come to Vancouver
to give a presentation on April 25 this spring. Not knowing exactly
what to expect, but anticipating a lively and interesting time, we
arrived at VanDusen Botanical Gardens at 1:30 for the talk. The
summary Pam sent told us the topic would be:
“How state-of-the-art technology can be combined with
information about historic quests to find plants: Pam will
lead you through her personal experience of pursuing
renowned people, places and plants to rediscover
species not seen in over a
century. Her research has
Some of the
resulted in modifications
resources Pam uses:
to the Genus Primula.”

• The International Code
of Nomenclature lists

In fact, what we learned was an
amazing story of how Pam uses
information available on-line
• The International
today to track down the places
Plant Names Index
Primula species were originally
maintained by Kew
discovered. It was startling to
Gardens
realize that even 5 years ago,
• The Biodiveristy Library. much of this information
was not available on-line.
org
Pam showed us herbarium
• Google Earth
specimens, with clues to where
they had been collected, and
See Pam’s list of
was able to match some of
Resources on her website
this information to the original
for even more!
plant hunter’s journals, now
also scanned and on the web.
Other clues and information were found in the International Code
of Nomenclature lists and the International Plant Names Index
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maintained by Kew Gardens in England. Another huge and useful
resource is the Biodiveristy Library.org – another online resource
that simply was not there a decade ago.
Using this historical information Pam then looks at Google Earth
and can often find the image of the path cut into the hillside
that is mentioned in the plant hunter’s journal. This is not just a
theoretical journey in cyberspace – Pam and the Rankins went to
one of the locations in 2014 and using clues she had found, asked
local people to help her locate the exact place where Primula bullata
had been discovered by Delavay in 1883 and actually stood in the
same place and found the plant growing there. Looking again at
the plants in situ gave Pam and the Rankins new information about
them and they were able to reclassify this section. Check out the
listing on Pam’s website Primula World under Primula bullata to see
the many references to the information Pam used to find the plant
and reorganize the section.
And this was only one example of one plant and one historical
explorer. Pam talked about at least 8 plant hunters including
Wilson, Cusick, Ludlow and Sheriff, Hooker, Rock, KingdonWard and Delavay. The scope of information available now and
how Pam uses this information was truly a revelation, and by the
end of the talk, everyone was almost mentally jet-lagged from the
trips and discoveries Pam had taken us on in just one hour.
The BC Primula Group
sponsored this event to further
the understanding of Primula and
to bring together those interested
in this species. Everyone there
was enthralled and entertained,
as well as learning more about
this fascinating species.
Left: Fathers of Botany by J. Kilpatrick
contains more information about the
European Missionaries in China
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High Mountain Primula Difficult
in Cultivation: Primula stuartii
Comment by Claire Cockcroft
Claire sent this information
about Primula stuartii, after seeing
the article about the plate from
Curtis’ Botanical Magazine in
the spring issue of the APS
quarterly.
“[My] comment is regarding
Michael Kuwahara’s musing
about P. stuartii not being
cultivated. I’ve seen this Primula
in its native habitat in Northern
India. I think it would be hard
to satisfy in cultivation, since it was growing next to an icy stream
at very high elevation (over 13,000 ft). I doubt it would tolerate a
warmer climate -someone like Pam
Eveleigh might
be able to keep
it happy. By the
way, P. stuartii is
intensely fragrant,
one of the most
sweetly scented
primulas I’ve ever
sniffed.”
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Online Resources
Staudengärtnerei Peters:

http://shop.alpine-peters.de/
You’ll have to use a translation button to read this website,
but it’s well worth it. Take a look at all the cultivars he
has for sale! Particularly interesting are the auriculas and
marginatas - some we never see in North America.
Abriachan Nurseries, the Garden on Loch Ness:

http://www.lochnessgarden.com
Abrichan is a Scottish site covering Primulas of all sorts
with lots of named auriculas. It’s good for identifiying
29

a particular, but unknown, plant. They have occasional
contests and lots of good information on growing.
Primrose Hill Woodlanders

http://primrosehillwoodlanders.com/
Amy Olmsted’s blog on growing Primula - doesn’t get
much better than that! Amy says, “My adventures playing
in the dirt. I live on a small lake in Vermont with mostly
shade to garden in hence, my love of all plants for shade.
I am fanatic seed-saver and grower with my tiny nursery
area taking over as I try to grow more & more plants.”
The internet is full of great resources!

Also don’t forget to check out :
Edelweiss Perenials
Harvey Wrightman
Barnhaven
Ashwood Nursery
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American Primrose Society
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held
on May 3rd 2015
The meeting was held in person and online. Quorum and start at 1.15 pm, EST.
Board members present: Rodney Barker (President, New England Chapter), Ed Buyarski
(Director), Cheri Fluck (Director), Alan Lawrence (APS President), Amy Olmsted (Director),
Michael Plumb (Secretary and Webmaster), Rhondda Porter (APS Vice-President)
Regrets: Mark Dyen (Director), Julia Haldorson (Director and Membership Secretary), Merrill
Jensen (Director and President, Juneau Chapter), Jon Kawaguchi (Treasurer)

A.

Approval of the Agenda (Ed/Rhondda) approved with the removal of ‘Advertising
Report’.

B.

Minutes of January 25th 2014 – accepted (Ed/Rhondda)

C.

Business Arising from the minutes and Old Business
1.

Election of president, secretary and two directors:
a. Michael confirmed that the Membership has re-elected Amy Olmsted and Ed
Buyarski as directors (3-year terms, to spring 2018).
b. No write-in candidates for president or secretary. All people invited to stand
have declined.
ACTION: Advertisements asking for nominations for the posts of APS President
and APS Secretary to be posted on APS Facebook and APS Website.

2.

Application by the APS to become the International Cultivar Naming
Authority for Primula:
Instructions for this from the International Society for Horticultural Science had
been distributed to the board. No final decision was reached at this meeting.
The board discussed some reasons not to apply to become the authority:
• nurseries generally do not seem to worry about the accuracy of names;
• we may not have enough experts to cover each of the various types of
Primula;
• many cultivars are ephemeral, disappearing completely after only a few years;
• most breeding history is murky or non-existent.
However, some reasons for applying were also brought forward:
• the APS could avoid Primula such as Auricula and P. sieboldii cultivars that are
already covered by specialist societies such as the NAPS;
• we could start with just one type of cultivar (e.g., P. juliae hybrids):
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•
•
•
•

the record would be almost entirely on-line;
we can call on our entire membership for help and advice;
there are no fees
Primula is a neglected genus as regards the registration of cultivars.

MOTION (Michael/Ed): to TABLE further discussion of the application to become
the International Cultivar Naming Authority for Primula for the next Board Meeting,
pending further information from Alan and further discussion by email. Carried.
ACTION: Alan will continue to co-ordinate this.
information about this on the website.

D.

ACTION: Michael will post

Treasurer’s Report (Emailed before the meeting)
1.
2.
3.
4.

E.

Income less expenses January 1st to March 31st 2015: $1,945.15
Total liabilities and equity as of March 31st 2015: $29,169.57
Discussion: Much improvement, though half the surplus was from donations.
MOTION (Ed/Rhondda) to accept. Carried.
Committee Reports

1.

Membership (Julia, by email):
a) Total membership as of April 28th is 273
b) Many members still need to renew their dues for the membership to return to
the 2014 level of 301.
c) Email reminders will be sent out, or cards for those without email.
d) MOTION (Rhondda/Michael): to accept Membership Report, with thanks to
Julia. Carried.

2.

Seed Exchange 2014-2015
a) As of April 23, 2015:
Revenues: 		
$2,054.00
Expenses: 		
$1,093.54
$960.46
Total Income
b) MOTION (Michael/Ed) to accept Seed Exchange report. Carried. Many thanks
to Amy Olmsted for her hard work in making the current seed exchange such a huge
success.

3.

Editorial Committee (Maedythe, by email):
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

4.

Website (Michael, by email and on line):
a)
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The spring issue is in the mail.
Many thanks to Alan for arranging for the new printer.
Photos of the National Show and a report will be most welcome for the
summer issue.
The board remarked on the good quality of production.
MOTION (Rhondda / Ed) to accept Editorial Report. Carried

Posted: National Show color brochure, schedule and registration form (PDF
files)
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b)
c)

d)

e)

F.

Only three volumes remain to be scanned and uploaded to the website.
All quarterlies scanned so far have now been made available to the public,
except the most recent 12 issues, as voted by the APS Board (See minutes
of Jan 25, item # C3). The posted issues are in PDF form, and so are virtual
copies of the original issues. Nearly all displays show two pages side by side.
Unfortunately, the set of master quarterlies is hole-punched, so every display
shows three holes between the two pages.
A ‘Species Index’ for volumes 1-35 was posted before our last meeting, but
now needs to be continued up to the present (volume 73). Help is needed
with this. In the future, subject indices will also be needed. Some possible
titles: Winter Care, Pollinating and Hybridizing, Seed Germinating, Pests and
Diseases, Soil Mixes, Benching Advice, etc.
MOTION (Michael / Ed): to accept the Website Report. Carried.

Chapters
1.
2.
3.

4.
G.

New England: Currently holding the National Show. Report and photos to
come!
Juneau: Merrill Jensen has replaced Paul Dick as chapter president. The chapter
recently organized a presentation by Elfrida Nord on Norwegian gardens.
BC Group: Recently sponsored a presentation by Pam Eveleigh to the Alpine
Garden Society of BC and also to the Vancouver Island Rock and Alpine Garden
Society. The topic involved plant hunting. The BC Group is willing to sponsor next
year’s National Show.
MOTION (Rhondda / Amy): to accept chapter reports. Carried.
New Business

Disposal of the remaining printed back issues of the Primroses Quarterly
Posting of the entire set of back issues onto the website will shortly be completed. All will
be available free to the public except the latest twelve issues to be published at any
time; these will be reserved for the membership. The question now arises of how
to dispose of the paper versions which Cheri has in storage.
Suggestions: Donate a set to Merrill’s library at the National Collection in Alaska; give
them away at the next National Show (Ed offered to bring them to Portland next
year); advertise them on APS Facebook; hand them out at garden club meetings and
garden shows (e.g., the big plant sale in Juneau).
ACTION: Cheri will arrange with Ed to give him access to the store of back issues.
		
H.

Next meeting: Sunday, July 26th at 6.oo pm EDST (provisional)

I.

Adjournment: (Michael) at 3.13 pm EST.
Respectfully submitted, Michael Plumb, Secretary
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Join the National
Auricula &
Primula Society
www.auriculaandprimula.org.uk

Mr. Bobby Ward
Executive Secretary, NARGS
PO Box 18604
Raleigh, NC 27619-8604

£10.00 Overseas Membership.
to: The Honorary Treasurer, Roger Woods,
44 Tansey Crescent, Stoney Stanton,
Leicestershire, LE9 4BT United Kingdom.

Overseas membership £7.50 ($10.00 US)
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New Members
January 9 - April 9, 2015
2015 Betty Bridges 12602 Reed Rock Rd, Amelia Court House, Virginia
23002-5809 USA
2015 Robert Gamlin 99 Rockingham Road, Londonderry, New
Hampshire 03053 USA
2015 Gregory Greene 1916 Hexam Road, Schenectady, New York
12309 USA
2015 Susan Haddock 1540 Roxbury Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104
USA
2015 Annie Horton 24505 SR 525, Greenbank, Washington 98253 USA
2015 Gennesse Langdon 6804 SW Marina Drive, Vancouver, British
Columbia V6T 1Z2 Canada
2015 Patricia Readhunter 126A Park Ave SE, Aiken, South Carolina
29801 USA
2015	Katrina Reffett 1620 State Route 1, Greenup, Kentucky 41144
USA
2017 Abigail Rorer 16 Oliver St, Petersham, Massachusetts 01366 USA
2015 James Sagmiller 2918 NW Taylor Avenue, Corvallis, Oregon
97330-5127 USA
2015	Kathleen Waldron 5084 Festival Blvd #2B, Bellingham, Washington
98226 USA
2016 Venus Zink PO Box 21911, Juneau, Alaska 99802 USA
Should there ever be a question about your membership, please contact:
Julia L. Haldorson, APS Membership
P. O. Box 292
Greenbank, Washington 98253 USA
julia-haldorson@ak.net
membership@americanprimrosesociety.org

Officers of the Chapters
British Columbia Primrose Group
Maedythe Martin, President
951 Joan Crescent Victoria, BC V8S 3L3
(250) 370-2951
martin951@shaw.ca
Juneau Chapter
Merrill Jensen, President
23035 Glacier Highway
Juneau AK 99801
glacierdawg@gmail.com

New England Chapter
Mark Dyen, Co-President
132 Church Street Newton, MA 02158
mark.dyen@csgrp.com
Rodney Barker, Co-President
49 Woodcliff Road Newton Highlands,
MA 02461
rodneybrkr@gmail.com
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