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The correct name of the English grower
Poulton,

Greetings from bedpan row in the Army hospital. Finally, I got the knee joint replacement operation that has been scheduled and rescheduled since April. Everything is going
fine - although I am not up and around yet. At a later date, the same thing will have to be
done to the other knee. To be able to go plant hunting in the mountains again is the
ultimate goal.
Being in the hospital has brought home the realization that this is indeed the plastic age.
Just about everything here is plastic: bedpans, mattress covers, pillow covers, serving
trays, eating utensils and dishes; one-time-use plastic syringes; even my new knee joint is
plastic. This has brought to mind that primula growing has also gone plastic- with pots,
labels, and fertilizer in plastic coated pellets. Fortunately the beauty of the plants and
flowers is not spoiled by the plastic around them.
Lying here gives the opportunity to ask how the members of the society how their
primroses are growing - in plastic and without. My primulas did very well in the open
under plastic shade cloth, but some did not do very good-those were growing in the new
plastic greenhouse where it got too hot. Temperatures soared above 98 degrees before 1
figured out how to cool it down with plastic fans, vents and ducts. Next season most of the
problems should be solved if enough plastic is used.
Things move slowly but surely at my place as they seem to do with the American
Primrose Society. It may not be apparent at any given time, but the interest in primulas is
on the way up. The slow methodical way for the society to grow is probably the best way. At
least we do not have the problems of the method for change utilized in Egypt recently. At
least I hope we don't as long as I am president.
Time has come for the Eastern chapters to start planning on hosting a national APS show
and annual meeting. An eastern meeting will take a great amount of work, coordination
and time, but it would also be good for the society and a memorable experience for the
growers involved; as well as getting our East-West members better acquainted. Tell us your
problems in arranging for the show and we in the West will help.
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Winter Readiness
Irene Buckles
Seattle, Washington
Anyone who raises plants knows there are
innumerable ways and methods of preparing for winter. Techniques that work for
some plants may not be suitable for others.
This is due to differences in climates, soils
and the gardener's particular wants and
needs.
One of the main goals in raising primulas
in cultivation is to recreate their natural
growing conditions in the hope they will
thrive and reproduce. While it is true that
mother nature takes care of her own, it is
necessary to remember the plants we are
concerned with have been taken out of
their indigenous habitat and need extra
care and protection to survive in a hostile
environment. Many primula are covered
with snow in their original habitats for
much of the winter providing all the protection needed. A snow blanket means the
plants are kept in a cool state, damp but
not soggy, insulated from drying winds,
and protected from strong sunlight. In
gardens, growing conditions are usually
very complicated.

Keep plants dormant
As the onset of winter approaches,
primula should be in a dormant state
rather than actively growing. To help a
plant prepare for winter, a fall application
of a low nitrogen fertilizer or non-nitrogen
fertilizer such as Liquinox Bloom, is very
beneficial. A dressing of bone meal may be
worked into the soil. However, if your yard
is not fenced and dogs are a problem in
your neighborhood, you may wish to forego

the bone meal. Bait for slugs and continue
throughout the entire season if winters are
mild. Removing completely dead foliage
will discourage molds and uncover hiding
places for slugs and snails. Although yellow
leaves are unattractive, pulling them off
may cause a wound that can invite
diseases. It would be better to cut them off
with scissors. Some growers make ita practice to shear their plants, as leaves can turn
to mush if touching damp ground. The
practice of cutting leaves can also prevent
loss of excessive moisture by exposing less
leaf area to drying winds.

Watch soil around roots
Loose soil should be gently firmed
around each plant. More soil can be added
if roots are close to the surface. This is
especially true with pot plants. If weeds,
mosses or liverworts are removed from the
pot, much of the top soil clings to their
roots, thus exposing the primula roots. Two
of the things most detrimental to the life of
a primrose at this time of year are (1) too
much moisture and (2) excessive dryness.
Protect deciduous plants
Deciduous plants are the easiest to care
for in the winter. Mark their position and
cover with a light mulch of leafmold or
peat. Resting buds also need protection
with this mulch. The plants may be pushed
down slightly in the ground before applying
a covering. A protection of glass may be used to shelter the plants from the elements
and keep birds from scratching. Many
times plants that form buds also have a
diminished root system.

Plants thatare lifted outof the ground by
frosts should be pushed back into the soil
when it is soft enough, being careful not to
break the roots. An alternative solution is to
add more soil around the plant, covering
the roots, rather than taking a chance of
forcing fragile roots into the soil. After a
heavy freeze, primula can be covered with a
light, airy covering such as fir boughs,
straw and non-packing leaves. This will
keep the ground at a more constant
temperature, preventing alternate freezing
and thawing and prevent the heaving
which is so detrimental. Covering also protects the frozen plants from the sun and
drying winds. Shining sunlight on frozen
leaves literally cooks the leaf tissue.

Greenhouse problems
Primula speciesgrown in the greenhouse
also need special attention during cold
months. Molds can be a severe problem
during long periods of cold weather and
high humidity. Water that stays in closely
packed leaves or at the crown encourages
mold attacks, which can cause rapid
destruction. Good circulation is as

necessary as destroying all infected leaves
and withholding water. Watch for condensation and rain dripping from the ceiling.
Bottom watering may become necessary,
particularly with petiolares, when watering
from above spoils the farina and causes
leaf rot. Plants without much stamina,
such as some in the farinose section, can
be grown in clay pots, put in a bed of sand,
and watered from the base.

Winter trusses
During fall, and early winter, many
primula have flower trusses appearing.
Oftentimes the flowers are quite different
from those in the spring. Different opinions
exist about what to do with "autumn
trusses," particularly concerning the
auricula section, Many believe that these
flowers should be removed as they tend to
weaken the plant at the expense of good
trusses in the spring. Fall trusses can be
easily removed by pinching out the flower
buds as soon as they appear. On the other
hand, many growers enjoy the fall and
winter color.

Cultural information
"Knowledge is of two kinds. We know the
subject ourselves, or we know where we
can find information upon it."
Samuel Johnson
1709-1784
The editor's committee would like to
print an article on the culture of primula in
every Primroses Quarterly, preferably
specific culture as opposed to general
culture. In order to do this, information on
culture procedures from all over the world
is requested. Whatever methods used for
planting, dividing, transplanting, sowing

seeds, shading, watering, collecting seed,
plus types of soil, fertilizers, insecticides
and pesticides, mulches and greenhouse
growing, all can be shared. Even if nothing
more needs to be done than plant a
primrose and let nature take its course,
this, too, is important and valuable information. Whatever the procedure, simple or
complex, our readers would like to learn
about it. Please send this information to
Irene Buckles, (of the editors committee)
at 13732 - 45th Avenue South. Seattle, WA
98168.

Revelations from the Wild
Dennis Thompson
Seattle, Washington
Somehow, I havealwaysfound primroses
in the wild a little like my grandmother's
childhood. I know it existed, I believe the
people who tell me about it, but it's still
unreal-a little like a fairytale. General
descriptions seem to equate with "long ago
and far a w a y . . , . " The genus Primula itself
seems to inspire enthusiasts with a
disproportionate reverence. They are lovely
flowers, still notas large asdahlias or roses,
nor as bright as fuchsias or poppies, nor as
fragrant as lilies or heliotrope, yet there is
s o m e t h i n g . . . . Primulas seem so at home
in pots and the garden, it's difficult to imagine them elsewhere. Yet when new
species are placed in the garden, they of ten
"mope and wane" like the delicate
heroines of Victorian novels.
Reginald Farrer, most colorful of the Victorian garden writers, captures the feeling:
"A cold awe sweeps across the
gardener as he comes at last into the
shadow of this grim and glorious name
(Primula), which, there is no question,
strikes terror no less than rapture into the
mind of the boldest. For the most alpine
plants of this family are usually treated by
cultivators, with careful worship, to the
selectest, dampest, shadiest, and dankest
depressions of the rock-work, in the clogged humid soil that it is considered they particularly affect. With the result that,
though they do not die indeed, they linger
sadly and miserably, because they do hate
it all so, and would be so glad to die and go
hence if only they could. But no, there from
season to season they sit leaden in

flowerless gloom, and their leathern dark
leaves cry out incessantly for the sun, and
the springy well-drained turf of the Cima
Tombea or the Frate di Beguzzo; and if only
the cultivator who has never seen them
growing, but has merely taken his cultural
notions from the timid books of thirty years
ago, if only the cultivator, I say, would
shake off these foolish chilly nightmares,
and emerge with his Primulas into bold
and blessed day, he would have them
flowering round his feet in regal tussocks..
ii
The English Rock Garden, 1919

Primula parryi
On careful review of some of the species
seen in the wild over the past few years,
one easily sees the mistaken attitudes that
Farrer describes. The first Primula I saw in
the wild was Primula parryi in southern
Colorado. It grows along the rushing
snowmelt streams or occasionally in their
midst. The plants resemble flowering cabbage or kale more than most other
primroses and the color of the magenta
flowers is anything but subtle. Several
years later I encountered them for the second time, Although they were not rare in
areas where they grew, they were very particular about their environment. They never
grew at water level, but several inches to a
foot above the running water, and in each
case they were above moving, not still
water. The soil was gritty, sandy material
and although the area was mostly pine
forest, they chose spots in the sun.
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P. suffrutenscens on Ellis Peak California.
Primula suffrutenscens was the second
species that I saw in its native habitat.
Perhaps I'm naive, but cracks of granite
rock in the mountains on the border between California and Nevada in 100° +
weather is not where I expected to find a
primrose in full bloom in August. There it
was, screaming with its cerise magenta
flowers at its quieter neighbor, a redcatkined dwarf willow. The woody primrose
was not only sharing the same white rocks
but also the same cracks with the willow at
the edge of an icy stream. Mats of the
woody stems were 4 feet and wider across
with tufts of shiny leaves at the tips of each
branch bearing a small cluster of flowers.
The tips of the leaves were slightly toothed
or notched and the plant was obviously suffering less from the heat and light than I
was.

we (Marvin Black, George Schenk. Coleman
Leuthy and myself) looked for this plant in
the area around Hat Point where Roy Davidson had told us it grew, we didn't find it.
The second trip, however, was one of those
fishy tales. We (Marvin Black and I) were
back with Dan and Evie Douglas, seed collecting. Marvin told Dan that P. cusickiana
grew in the area and in less than 15
minutes of exploring, Dan had located the
plant It was not growing in the moist shady
area with Aconitum occidental and
Veratrum viride, not in the hot meadow
with Delphinium depauperatum but in the
hot rocks at and above eye level facing east
into Hell's Canyon. It obviously produced
most of its flowers and foliage during the
period when most of the level land was still
under snow. During late summer, it
aestivated. To add to the confusion, it
shared the habitat with Dodecatheon
alpinum which, when dried down in its
summer state, looked much like the
primula. Luckily the last green rosettes and
a few late flowers were still on one plant

P. cusickiana
My next primula I saw in the wild was P.
cusickiana while collecting in the
Wajlowas. Tales among plant hunters tend
to be like tales among fishermen, a bit
unbelievable, growing a bit with each telling. So let me begin by saying the first year
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P. cusickiana - photo by Orval Agee

I know that this plant had been one of
the favorites of Mrs. Rae Berry, but I hadn't
known anyone in the Northwest growing it.
I mentioned itonedayto IvyandOrvalAgee
who showed me their pot which they put
under the north eaves of the house during
the winter to keep off the excess rain-obviously with success.
P. vulgaris
During a trip to Andelusian Spain this
spring to collect daffodils, I ran into my
first wild European primrose. In the
Cazorla Mountains we stopped along the
roadside for a bread-and-cheese lunch.
Wandering along the roadside with lunch
in hand I came across P. vulgaris growing
along the upper bank of the road in grass
with Helleborus foetidus. Both the
hellebore and the primrose were in bloom
along the edge of a trickle of water. There
was light shade from pines in the area and
although the hellebore seemed to frequently seek the shade, the primula seemed happiest in the sun. The soil was a combination of clay and stone and must have
baked very hard during the heat of summer
since all of the daffodils from this area are
said to require a hot dry baking to keep going. My first impression was that the plants
had escaped from the yard of one of the
small cottages in the area. There were no

P. allionii - photo by E. Hale

cottages near, however, and it was evident
that the primroses were well established
and taking care of themselves.
P. allionii
My final revelation from the wild was not
actually from the wild but from a picture
shown at the opening ceremony for the
alpine house at the Royal Botanic Garden,
Kew. Wilhelm Schact showed a series of his
magnificent slides of European alpines
framed against their native mountains and
habitats. Primula allionii has always intrigued me-not only because of its
charming scale and flowers but also
because of its seemingly impossible
cultural requirements, soil moisture
without moisture on the leaves. From
several different sources, I read that they
grew in limestone "grottos" and "in shady
caves, where neither sun or rain can
penetrate." Ferns can picture growing in
these conditions, but not the delicate little
primrose that does so well in the full-sun of
an alpine house. Then, the revelation.
Schacht showed a picture taken looking
out from inside a cave toward a majestic
peak-and the ceiling of the caves was
covered with cushions of P. allionii! The
roots were growing upward in cracks where
there was seepage but it would require a
horizontal rain to drench the leaves!
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Primula Parryi and Incana
Irene Buckles
Seattle, Washington
P. parryi is named for Dr. Charles C.
Parry, a well-known botanical collector.
This outstanding species aroused the enthusiasm of the American botanist, Asa
Gray, when, in 1863 he received his first
specimen from Dr. Parry. It is one of the
largest and most showy of the North
American species. Dr. Parry first found it
"on the borders of alpine streams near the
snowline where its knotted, firbrous roots
are matted together, and constantly bathed in ice-cold water."'

Odoriferous P. parryi
P. parryi forms a rosette of leathery,
slightly toothed, short-petioled leaves,
anywhere from 4-12" long. The large
flowers are shades of red to purple with a
yellow eye and born in umbels of 3-12
flowers on scapes 12-18" tall. In most
habitats the flowers have a noxious odor
and the leaves are strongly pungent, too. In
spite of its rank odor it is one of the favorite
flowers of hikers who find it growing tall
and upright in places where other flowers
are stunted from the harsh environment
Grown as a pot plant, P. parryi is, at first
appearance, less attractive than some of
the other North American species, because
of its coarse foliage and its rather unpleasant odor. Although it is reputed to be a
rather difficult plant to grow, or to bring into flower in cultivation, the Alpine Depart•ment Supervisor at the Royal Botanic
Gardens at Kew has reported it to be the
easiest of the North American species to
cultivate in the gardens/ P. parryi is quite

useful in the garden and patios as it blooms
at the time of year when the spring blooming plants are on the decline and the fall
color has not yet begun.

Primula Incana
Little seems to be written about P. incana. As a comparison, it is quite a bit
smaller, in every respect, than P. parryi.
The lilac colored flowers are on scapes from
2'/2-15" high, but more often only 4-6"
high. The leaves form a rosette and are
from 1-2" long. Both the leaves and the
stem are covered with white farina, giving
the plants a silver appearance. An oddity in
P. incana is the flowers found growing in
Idaho are white, while the others found in
neighboring states are always lilac.
'The Cultivated Species of Primula.
Walter C.BIasdale. 1948. p. 119.
^"Bulletin of the American Rock Garden
Society." Summer 1981. p. 128.

P. parryi - photo by Gary Eichhorn

Native Primula in Montana
Gary Eichhorn
Missoula, Montana
Samples of Primula species from Montana are contained in the herbariums at the
University of Montana in Missoula, and at
Montana State University in Bozeman.
These herbariums also contain extensive
collections of Primulas from other states
and countries. Klaus Lackschewitz, former
botanist at the University of Montana and a
noted alpinist, is credited with providing
many of the Primula specimens to the herbariums. Klaus has a special interest in
primulas and P. auriculas. He still talks

about the auricula garden around his
grandmother's home in Dorpat (Tartu),
Estonia. The auriculas there were the same
named varieties from the garden of Johann
Goethe (1749-1832), .German literary
great. Klaus has some nice auriculas in his
garden from seed collected in Europe. He
has also sent seed of native P. parryi to
friends in Germany, Austria and England.
Only the Austrian was successful in
cultivating the P. parryi.

Primula Incana
From the herbarium records at our two
universities and the personal knowledge of
Klaus Lackschewitz, only P. parryi and P.
incana are native to Montana. P. incana appear in the moist meadows near the towns
of Warm Springs, Monida, Logan, and
Townsend. They also grow at the Red Rock
Lake Refuge, and at East Rosebud Lake in
the Beartooth Mountains. They bloom in
mid June.

elevation. Most are found at elevations between 8000 and 10,000 feet

Exploring for P. parryi
On advice from Klaus as to where I might
have an easy hike to find P. parryi, I hiked
to Upper Carp lake near Anaconda, Montana on August 20, 1981. This area is on
Warren Mountain in the Anaconda Pintler
Wilderness. It was a very enjoyable fourmile hike in alpine terrain. It was like spring. There were wild flowers blooming
everywhere. Many varieties I had never
seen. I found P. parryi on the north slope
above Upper Carp Lake at an elevation of
8,600 feet. They were clustered in the
shady areas of the granite rock crevices. All
had finished blooming and some had
already set seed. I noted that many plants
did not bloom and over half of those that
bloomed did not set seed. This may have
been due to the intermittent cold, wet
weather this spring. I also observed aphids
on some flower stems which was a surprise

Upper Carp Lake in the Anaconda Pintler
Wilderness. P. parryi is found in this location.

Primula Parryi

Klaus Kackschewitz (on right) reviewing the University of Montana herbarium specimens
with Gary Eichhorn.
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P. parryi are found on Boulder, Chaffin,
Ward, and Trapper Peaks in the Bitterroot
Mountains; Mount Jerusalem, White
Mountain, Bare Mountain, and El Capitan
Mountain in the Bitterroot Range;
Queener, Fish, and Pintler Peaks in the
Anaconda Pintler Wilderness; Mount Tiny,
Warren Mountain, and Little Rainbow
Mountain in the Anaconda Pintler
Wilderness; Sheep Mountain in the Ab.sarokee Mountains, and Mount Haggin and
Twin Lakes in the Pioneer Mountains. P.
parryi bloom between mid July and late
August depending on the location and
11

P. parryi at Upper Carp Lake being examined by Gary Eichhorn.

considering the altitude and traces of snow
nearby. The yellow columbine (Aquilegia
flavescens) and Scotch bluebell (Campanula rotundifolia) were blooming near P.
parryi. I picked seed stems of P. parryi hoping the seed would mature later, ltdidnot.
I had read about the pungent smell of P.
parryi. At first I rather enjoyed their lemony
fragrance, but by the time I had driven
home with the seed stems, I had all windows open.

Seed and transplants of P. parryi have
been planted in Montana without success.
I believe this is due to our inability to
duplicate their natural environment. They
like moving moisture in the ground and
cool, moist air. Our lower elevations
become too dry, especially in the fall.
Seeing a primula growing in its natural
state was a wonderful experience. I now
have a greater appreciation for those early
horticulturists.

Hints on Double Primroses
James F. Long
Marion, Virginia
This is a brief message to offer a few suggestions on growing double primroses.
To begin, one should have an understand ing of conditions the plants related to
in this article are grown: winter temperatures have been known to drop to -20F
below zero, and last year the temperature
in July and August was in the 90's with
high humidity, The elevation is approximately 3000 ft. and located in the Blue
Ridge Mtns. of Virginia. Precipitation
averages 60 inches per year of rain and
snow.
The primroses are grown on fastdraining
clay soil, fertilized with bone meal and
superphosphate. Nitrogen is not used, but
if the plants show need, humus would be
employed. The few plants that were lost
were from the use of a commercial nitrogen
fertilizer applied in late autumn and very
early spring. Commercial nitrogen causes
soft growth. All nitrogen is supplied from
organic matter.

Partly shaded sloping hills among large
rocks and in borders seem to be the best
location for the plants. The direct midday
sun does not touch these areas. Mulching
is done with peat moss each spring and
again about August as new roots begin to
grow. Sawdust has been used and seems to
do well. Watering is from an old spring
when drought occurs. Aged manure is used
at times.
Most important points for success would
be: (1) heavy mulch; (2) partial shade; and
(3) water.
The few older types of doubles that are
growing like the same type of soil medium.
Most of the beautiful doubles thriving are
from seed given by a friend. The plants are
named after her. These primroses are far
more vigorous and hardy than older
varieties and more interesting in many
other ways.
If a person has never grown double
primroses, then by all means he should give
it a try. The flowers of a bygone era always
seem to intrigue.
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Primulas in Moscow's Main
Botanical Garden
by P. Lapin andR. Karpissonova
Moscow, USSR
The Main Botanical Garden in Moscow is
carrying out a big bulk of work introducing
in culture the most decorative species of
plants of the natural flora of the USSR.
Although primulas in cultivation have been
known for a long time and are widely
spread in gardens and conservatories on a
par with roses, tulips and peonies, there
are a lot of species not tested in cultivation
yet.
The genus primula numbers about 600
species in the temperate zone of the northern hemisphere. Seventy-eight of them
grow in the USSR. Most ancient species
such as Primula megaseitolia Boiss., P.
komarovii Losinsk., P. woronowii Losinsk.,
P. elatior (L) Hill., P. sieboldii Morren, and
some others are attributed to broadleafed
forests in the Caucasus, Carpathians and
the Far East. At the same time, recent
species forming the majority in the USSR
flora are widely spread in the alpine and
the sub-alpine zone of the Caucasus. Middle Asia and Siberia.

40 species tested
At the present time the collections of the
Main Botanical Garden of the USSR
Academy of Sciences contain 25 primula
species from the USSR flora. Forty species
have been tested in total. The introduction
experience of primulas has shown that
many species from rocks and boulderstones, so called petrophytes, are not easy
to grow away from their native habitat.
Among those highly decorative species are
13

Primula bayerni Rupr., P. meyen Rupr.
from the Caucasian rocks, P. eugeniae Fed.
from the Tien Shan and others.
Primula megaseifolia, the most ancient
and one of the most beautiful primulas, is
not stable in culture in Moscow. It is a rare
species in the USSR flora registered in the
Red Book, (endangered species: ed.) 1978.
In the wild it grows under the cover of subtropical woods in the suburbs of Batumi
(Western Caucasus), forming big kurtinas
of solid, rounded rosettes of leaves covered
with reddish hairs and staying for the
winter. Umbracuhform inflorescences of
numerous rosy flowers go up over the
leaves. The diameter of the flower is about
2 centimetres. In the wild P. megaseifolia
blooms in March for over a month.

Forest primulas show promise
It is forest primulas of the Caucasus, the
Carpathinas and the Far East which are
most promising to be used in culture in the
temperate climate of Moscow, In general
these are primulas belonging to the section
Euprimula.
Among them is Primula vulgaris Huds.
growing in broad-leafed woods of the
Crimea and the Carpathians. Leaves with
rounded tips gradually narrowed in the
stalk and gathered in a rosette are
characteristic of it A lot of peduncles of
about 20 cm long with a single flower on
the tip of 3 cm in diameter spread from the
centre of the rosette. The flower's colour
varies: Carpathian samples are light-yellow;

Crimean ones are white and lilac. About 80
flowers are produced on each plant,
Blooming starts 5-6 days after snow thaws
and lasts for about a month. Seeds ripen in
June.

P. woronowii is interesting
P. woronowii, a plant from the
Transcaucasian areas, is interesting. Its
leaves are obovate, wedge-shaped, narrowed in a short stalk and gathered in a
rosette. Peduncles are 6 cm long with a
light- or dark-lilac flower of 3 cm in
diameter having a yellow spot in the middle. It starts blooming shortly after snow
thaws in April and continues for about a
month. Self-sowing takes place.
P. komarovii, a rare species from the
suburbs of Helengik (North Caucasus)
registered in the Red Book, differs very little from the previous species. It is
characterized by obovate leaves edged with
dentation and small thorns. The pedicel is
10 cm long. White fragrant flowers are
about 4 cm in diameter with a yellow spot
in the middle. It starts to bloom just after
snow thaws (in April). Seeds are not
numerous. They ripen in early June. An advantage of this species is the flowers'
fragrance.

P. heterochroma differs
P. heterochroma Stapf grows in the
woods of Talysh (EastCaucasus) and differs
from the species mentioned above by the
downiness on the lower side of leaves and a
variety of flowers' colours. Even one
population can have plants with yellow,
white, lilac and purple flowers. It starts to
bloom in late April for 20-30 days. Seeds
are not numerous. They ripen in June,
All these primulas planted together
under a not dense cover of trees on a wet
loam humus make up a mottled carpet during blooming in early spring. Plants spread
out well and become very attractive. They
are propagated by means of newlycollected seeds and division of the plant. It
is better to divide the plant in the second
half of summer, once 3-4 years. If primulas
are not divided for a long time, they may
succumb to frost more quickly, since the
root-system of old primulas is superficial.

Primulas can be forced
It is possible to use primulas for forcing.
For this purpose two-year plants are taken
up and put in a pot with a clay-and-turf
mixture in August and are left in the
ground until frosts. In December the pots
are taken in to a warm room. Plants should
then be watered regularly with warm
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Map of USSR by Vickey Sauer.
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P. woronowii - photo submitted by P. Lapin
water. When flower buds begin to appear,
they are to be fed with well-balanced
mineral fertilizer. Blooming starts in late
February or early March. Plants which
finish blooming are put out in open ground.
In May, Primula juliae Kusn., a low plant
forming a dense close ground cover, comes
into bloom. Leaves are rounded, small,
radical. Flowers are solitary, 2-3 cm in
diameter, bright lilac with a yellow centei.
It propagates in a vegetative way and
spreads out quickly. In culture it has been
known for a long time. There are a lot of
cultivars, but in the wild it is a rare plant
registered in the Red Book. It grows on wet
rocks beside mountain rivulets in Western
Georgia, USSR.

Some species spread well
Some species of the USSR flora have a
pronounced flower scape and umbraculiform inflorescence, Among them
such species as Primula elatior, P.
macrocalyx Bunge, P. ruprechtii Kusn.. P.
sieboldii are very promising in culture.
They can spread out well, propagate by
seeds and division of the plant, are resistant to diseases and pests, and are hardy.
These species start to bloom in late Mayearly June and produce fruits in July, Mass
self-sowing takes place. Especially
decorative is P. sieboldii brought to the
Main Botanical Garden from the Far East. A
good deal of oblong downy leaves are
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and R. Karpissonova
gathered in a rosette, above them rise on
thin scapes umbraculiform inflorescences
consisting of 12-15 flowers. Flowers are
red-purple, rosy, white.

P. pamirica likes Moscow
P. pamirica Fed. from alpine meadows of
the Tien Shan and the Pamirs is attractive.
Leaves are leather-like, obovoid, a little
thick, of 5 cm long and 1 cm wide. They are
gathered in a dense rosette. In June, over
the rosette of leaves, appear numerous
thick scapes with a dense umbraculiform
inflorescence on the tip. Flowers are big
(1.5-2 cm in diameter), purple-rosy. It
grows well in Moscow at sunny places with
wet clay soils. It is propagated by seeds
sown out shortly before winter comes.
Many of the tested primulas in the Main
Botanical Garden of the native USSR flora
are in cultivation for the first time. Special
agricultural techniques of cultivation,
ways and methods of propagation are being
developed. For instance, endemic Primula
abchasica Sosn, from the forests of
Kolchida, endemic P. bayerni from alpine
meadows of the Eastern Caucasus,
endemic P. ruprechtii from alpine
meadows of the Central Caucasus, P.
pseudoelatior from sub-alpine meadows of
the Western Caucasus, P. pamirica from
sub-alpine meadows of the Tien Shan and
the Pamirs have been tested for culture for
the first time.

The 'House of Douglas'

for more than 20 years prior to the nursery
the first catalogs were able to contain over
82 different named plants that were
popular at that time. James Douglas,
senior, had been awarded many medals for
his efforts in floriculture, including the
prestigious Victoria Medal of Honour.
According to his grandson, much of the
success of the senior Douglas was the
highly selective watering on his "most
cherished specimens," and watering by
the "old china teapot" became a
trademark around the nursery. The practice of selective hand watering is still practiced by Gordon Douglasof Great Bookham;
sometimes using rain water with his old
watering can, Gordon hand waters his large
collection by himself, to the present day.

Larry Bailey
Edmonds, Washington
The "House of Douglas,"Great Bookham,
Surrey, England: A u r i c u l a growers
throughout the world have been familiar
with the Douglas name for generations.
Almost without exception, any journal,
book, or publication for the past one hundred years, dealing with auriculas or
primulas sooner or later mentions the contributions the Douglas family has made to
Show auriculas.
Being one of the few remaining commercial growers of Show type of auricula plants
and the last known commercial source of
Show auricula seed, growers have come to
recognize the Douglas name as a standard
of excellence few floriculturists ever dream
of achieving. A person can only speculate at
the enormous influence this unpretentious
family has had on the "cult of the
auricula."

Edenside 1893
Starting on a small scale in 1893, the
grandfather of Gordon Douglas, James
Douglas, senior, built the first greenhouse
for Show auricula plants at his Bookham
nursery "Edenside." Records indicate that
Mr. Douglas, at the time of opening the
nursery, was already semi-retired, and the
nursery was more of a hobby to carry on his
interest in floriculture. The nursery was
soon noted for its fine collections of carnations and greenhouse plants, as well as for
the work in primulas and Show Auriculas.
It was not long before the operation expanded with eight additional greenhouses
and the Douglascatalog was receiving wide
circulation.
Florist auriculas were always an important feature of "Edenside" since inception. Havinggrown and exhibited auriculas

The present home of Gordon Douglas, Bookham, Surrey; built by his father James Douglas Jr.
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Crystal Palace shows
In 1876, prior to opening his nursery at
Bookham, the senior James Douglas was instrumental in helping to organize a society
for " . . . gentlemen interested in the advancement of Floriculture." This society
became what is now the National Auricula
and Primula Society - Southern Section.
Shortly after formally organizing, the first
show of the society was held in 18/7 at the
spectacular Crystal Palace at Sydenham,
London. The Crystal Palace, designed by Sir
Joseph Paxton in 1850, was an immense
conservatory originally built in Hyde park
and moved to Sydenham in 1852. The
Crystal Palace was an ideal place for exhibiting florist plants and the first show
held by the society was a resounding success story. Not only was the show extremely
successful in displaying Show Auriculas,
but was very instrumental in promoting
and revitalizing the auricula as a florist
plant. Prior to the exhibits at the Crystal
Palace, the auricula popularity was on a
noticeable decline with amateur and professional growers.
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James Douglas senior's efforts in the
organizing and exhibiting of plants for the
promotion of the shows at the Crystal
Palace has been well documented in the
publications and journals of the era. In
many accounts, he was given credit for
almost singlehandedly changing the
course of the florist auricula. Not only did
he exhibit and stage vast amounts of show
plants, but his energy and enthusiasm in
organizing and promoting the exhibits accounted for the shows' wide popularity.
Even at the first show, records indicated
that the House of Douglas entered, among
others, a class on the show bench for "50"
plants. Of the more than 1000 entries for
the show, James Douglas, Sr., was by far
the largest contributor.

Lovebird at the Washington State Primrose
Society show • 1981.
Early named plants
During the early years of Edenside, the
Edged and Selfs Show Auriculas were the
florist plants widely accepted by the
growers of the day. The Douglases, both the
senior and his son, introduced many of the
famous named plants-Selfs and Edged
plants. Although the largest portion of the
older named plants can only be found in
journals, some still grace the show benches. Famous named plants such as
"Lovebird," "Whitewings," "Blue fire,"

and "Rosebud" are still very popular with
many growers. The red Self "Harrison
Weir" and yellow Self "Bookham Star,"
both raised by the Douglases in the early
1900's have been classified as the finest
ever grown by many of the expert
floriculturists.

The beginning of Show Alpines
Strange as it may seem today, the Show
Alpine, with the exception of a few
growers, were held in low esteem by florists
at the time Edenside was started. The
Douglases were soon to change that idea.
The contributions the senior Douglasdid to
promote the Show Alpine auriculas literally changed the concept of the show
plants. Mr. Hecker in his book Auriculas
and Primroses writes "it is doubtful
whether the auricula would have ever
regained its popularity if James Douglas'
had not bred auriculas, both Show and
Alpine on such a vast scale as to satisfy the
needs of rising generations of horticulturists." "His influence extended far
beyond his famous Edenside nursery
through his authoritative writing on
auriculas and their cultivation, and his
generosity in providing seed from his unique collection to members of the National
Auricula Society."
Popularity of the Show Alpine auricula
soared. Named plants such as the popular
"Gordon Douglas," "Phyllis Douglas,"
"Roxborough," "Colorado," "Prince John"
"Bookham Firefly," to name but a few, that
have and are still changing the outlook on
show plants.

and successful "hobby" into an expanded
financial concern. Many of the present
popular award winning Alpines were introduced during this period. Edenside's
catalog, originally printed with a modest
16 pages had grown to 48 pages by 1912.
The catalog now included photographs of
recent introductions including one for
Phyllis Douglas.
Carrying on in his father's tradition,
James Douglas, Jr., was active in the National Auricula and Primula Societies and
contributed to the plant shows and
publications to promote the auricula. In
1934, Mr. James Douglas, Jr., was invited
to present a paper to the Royal Horticultural Society on auriculas. The presentation was printed in the RHS's journal and
individual printed copies of the article
have been widely circulated as the
"authority" on auricula culture, It was in
this article that James Douglas was
thought to have first introduced the controversy on the origin of the Show Alpine
auricula as being "originated with P.
Pubescens and not to P. auricula as
generally supposed."

In 1930, Gordon Douglas joined his
father at Edenside, where under the expert
guidance of his father, "I learnt all the
details of the work, such as the difference
between a Show and Alpine, the art of the
pollination and crossing of plants and how
to judge the resulting seedlings." Although
carnations were the mainstay of the
nursery, the show auriculas were "always
the loved." Here again the Douglas name
was and is still active in the auricula cult
through his willingness to share his time
and efforts into the promotion of the Show
auriculas. His articles have appeared in
numerous publications including the
American Primrose, Auricula and Primula
Society's quarterly.

D

Mr. Douglas' judging resulted in an award
for Mr. Gayfer's Idmiston.

Closing of Edenside

James Douglas, Junior
James Douglas, Jr., joined his father's
nursery at Edenside in 1906. The successful father and son team lasted until
1911, ending with the passing of James
Douglas, Sr. During the years of James
Douglas, Jr., the nursery grew from a large

Gordon Douglas

Gordon Douglas (middle) judging for the
1981 show in London. Accompanied by Mr.
Loakes (L), Mr. Jennings (R.i.

18

Edenside closed in 1967, due to condemnation of the property to make way for
public housing projects. To avoid losing his
prized auriculas, Gordon Douglas immediately built a 100 foot long greenhouse
in his home garden next to Edenside just
before demolition began. It is at this present location that Gordon Douglas is carrying on with the auricula traditions of his
father and grandfather. Living in the house
built by his father and in which he was
19

Mr. Ward's Tleminghouse' was also awarded by Gordon Douglas at the London Show.
born, Gordon Douglas is able to be close to
his loved plants.
Gordon Douglas seeds are continuing to
produce seedlings of award winning
qualities. The Show Alpines are achieving
special merit. Being the only source for
auricula seeds, the inevitable retirement of
Mr. Douglas will leave a tremendous
vacuum with auricula growers throughout
the world. Mr. Douglas' sons have not, to
date, expressed the dedicated interest required to continue the work with the
auriculas that would allow the Douglas
tradition to carry on in an unabated manner.

Visiting Bookham
Although Mr. Douglas' commercial interests are with auricula seeds, he does
have some plants to sell at his nursery. He
will not mail any plants, so if any person
does want to purchase Douglas plants, he
will have to go to the nursery. For visitors to
the nursery not residents of England, it
would probably be best to take the train
from Waterloo Station in London to
Bookham Station. Bookham is about an
hour's train ride and is located southwest
from the Central District of London. To find
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Gordon Douglas' greenhouse is visible from the road.
Bookham on a map - it is just southwest of
When a person visits the Douglas
the city of Leatherhead in Surrey. Upon exgreenhouse, he will soon notice that all
iting from the train station at Bookham, a
plants are in clay pots of the same size (experson can ta ke a footpath across the street
cept for seedlings) and growing in a very
and to the left. This path leads on a short
heavy appearing soil. The mixture is 1/3
cut across a field to Church Street - where
pasture loam, 1/3 rotted manure, and 1/3
upon a brief distance up a small knoll, he
leaf mold. Gordon Douglas uses a little lime
will have no trouble locating No. 67 Church
and waters sparingly.
St. The greenhouse is clearly visible from
Note should be taken that Mr. Douglas
the road. The walk from the train station
does not sterilize his soil mixture, uses
should not take over 10 minutes.
fresh pasture loam and does not care to be
If a person is going to visit Mr. Douglas'
bothered with having his soil tested for
greenhouse, it is highly recommended that
phytosanitary certification for exportation.
he call or write ahead for an appointment
Toexport any of his plants, an importer into
to help insure that Mr. Douglas will be
the United States should plan on an addiavailable, in purchasing plants, a person
tional two weeks in England to have the soil
should be prepared to pay at least (1981
tested and the plants properly certified
prices) of $8 for Edged, of $6 for Sells, and
before shipment.
$5 for Alpines. Also, if a person is
visiting the nursery and examining the
Winter repotting
plants, Mr. Douglas has requested the pots
Gordon Douglas starts his seed in
be placed back onto special designated
September and anticipates transplanting
areas in the greenhouse. Mr. Douglas will
early the following spring and again in the
then place the pot back onto the proper
late summer. This process allows for full
position on the bench himself. Gordon
blooms the second spring which will give
knows every plant and its location in his
an accurate assessment of the plant's pergreenhouse. He would prefer not to take
formance. Usually, the mature plants are
any chances in mixing the pots up. People
repotted by Mr. Douglas during the winter
should not handle a pot in those areas of
dormancy period (November through
the greenhouse that are for seed producMarch). Gordon maintains that the winter
tion.
transplants have no adverse effects; the ex20

tremely healthy plantsand vigorous blooms
will attest to the procedures that he
follows. Another reason hetransplantsduring the winter months is his involvement
with the seed crop during the summer
months after the plants bloom.
Each clay pot is labeled indicating the
year of the seed, source of the seed, and
after blooming, the color, type, or name of
the plant. (Green - 3; pink lady - 4, etc.)
Each section of the bench which contains
the Edged, different colors, etc. are marked off with wood dowels. Mr. Douglas does
not record each cross, but he is very careful
to keep the type and colors separated.
Seedlings from Douglas seed contains a
very high percentage of the designated colors without the customary breakage of colors found in other seed sources. Although
the individual plant crosses are not recorded, the plants that do produce the most
seeds are carefully noted. Unlike many
growers, Gordon Douglas has no hesitation
in loading a plant up with pollinated seed
pods.

In starting the seeds, Mr. Douglas spaces
them approximately 1 to I1/:" apart in each
direction. A beginner in growing Show
auriculas from seed should take note in the
knowledge that even an expert like Gordon
Douglas loses some seedlings.
Being past the age of retirement for most
men, Gordon Douglas is still extremely active in his nursery and seed production. He
freely donates his time to the promotion of
the auriculas and is quick to respond to
written questions. Each year he willingly
judges for the auricula show of the National Auricula and Primula Societies in
London. A person should not plan on talking with Gordon Douglas at the shows, as
he is usually on a very tight schedule. He
allows himself just enough time to arrive at
the start of judging and then having to
"hasten away very shortly afterwards to get
back to work as that is a very busy time for
me."
The House of Douglas-truly a land mark
and lighthouse in the continuing history of
Show auriculas.

Gordon Douglas with his auriculas, 67 Church Street, Great Bookham, Surrey, England.
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Primula loessa in a
Washington Garden
Vickey Sauer
Renton, Washington
Three years ago some seed was received
from a friend, of Primula ioessa. Looking
back, I realize that I knew very little about
the growing conditions and other requirements that P. ioessa might need to
survive.
The seeds were started in a large
aluminum turkey roasting pan with holes
punched into the bottom for drainage.
After filling the pan with a mix of milled
sphagnum moss and vermiculite, it was
sown and put into the February weather to
freeze and thaw. The P. ioessa sprouted
and it was surprising the amount of seedlings that germinated. In the spring all the
soil and seedlings were lifted out into sandy loam close to a dormant Hosta. By the
time the P. ioessa got their true leaves, a
place of permanency was anticipated to be
ready for them. Alas, the ioessa were soon
forgotten. The Hosta, following its natural
course, leafed outwith huge leaves casting
dense shade overhead. When the P. ioessa
were finally found, there wasn't much
evidence of growth, spindly, and in need of
light and heavier soil. Immediately they
were planted in back of some auriculas,
along a path where the soil was rich with
afternoon shade.
To my delight they grew and thrived. One
finally bloomed, which was thrilling, as it
was the first time I had seen a P. ioessa in
flower. I bent down to examine it more
closely. The fragrance that greeted me was

delightful. I thought to myself - what a
gem - it has a pleasant pale lemon color
with flared bells and was lovely to smell.
The foliage was handsome and in scale
with the flowers. Tipping the bell up I
could see the light meal on the inside and
some farina came off on my fingers as the
calyx was touched. Thinking, as I looked up
into the flared bells with their dusted interiors (which gives them a slight twotoned effect), I should putthe plants where •
they could be seen ateye level. Also, since I
found myself on my knees constantly, they
should be at nose level to take advantage of
their lovely fragrance. Early in the second
year a decision was reached to plant the P.
ioessa at the top of a rock wall in well drained humus soil, flanking a path.

Two varieties were flourishing
in cool wet seasons
The first spring after relocating the P.
ioessa was a cool, wet season, and so was
the summer; it was also the year our state's
volcano, Mt. St. Helens, blew. The P. ioessa
thrived. A lovely deep purple bloomed with
many bells, only 4 to 6 inches high. More
bloomed; pale lavender, yellow, cream, and
a beautiful pure white. P. ioessa was
blooming in two colors. Referring to the
APS Dictionary, it was discovered that both
P. ioessa and P. ioessa var subpinnatifida
were flourishing!
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The following spring of 1981 and early
summer were also wet and cloudy. The P.
ioessa, along with other primula, did well
at this time. P. ioessa had many umbels per
plant with 2 to 12 bells per stalk, nodding
in their various colors. When the sun peeked through the clouds and warmed them,
the air was filled with sweet fruity
fragrance.
Summer came and the P. ioessa set seed.
As noted, the first of the summer was
cloudy and wet, but the sun finally caught
up with us. Temperatures for weeks were in
the 8Q's and some days in the high 90's
(unusually hot for Western Washington).
The lovely P. ioessa, being in full sun and at
the top of the wall began to noticeably suffer. Although watered almost every day, the
heat took its toll,
Upon losing some plants, the realization
came that I should have read up on the P.
ioessa growing requirements. Now, having
learned that P. ioessa is from S.E. Tibet, it
grows in high regions and moist soils or wet
meadows; often near stream edges. As nice
as they looked on top of the wall at eye and
nose level, they should be put into more
suitable growing conditions.
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Its such a shame a person sometimes
loses a few plants in order to learn a lesson;
but the hard way is sometimes the best.
Now, when seed is received of something
unfamiliar, the necessary research will be
done to try to avoid the disappointments
and futile hard work.
A small pool or lily pond is being
prepared in the backyard neara patio. The
areas around water's edge will have slightly
heavy soil in spots for the P. ioessas.
Now, I dream about next spring when
once again their lovely bells will nod in the
breeze and their loveliness will be reflected
in the water. Perhaps the reflections in the
water will expose the undersides of the
bells with their delicate meal, and,
perhaps when it is warm, their sweetness
will fill their air. Meanwhile, contentment
is gained in knowledge that nature has
given us the lovely Primula ioessa.

P. ioessa - photo by Vickey Sauer

Eastside Primula Soceity
Mrs. Charles Dieson, president

Confabulations

1903-5th St., Kirkland.WA
Show results of April 17-18, 1981 at
Kirland,WA.
SWEEPSTAKES
BethTait
Reserve
Mary Baxter
DIVISION hACAULIS
Sec. A-Smgle
Beth Tait
Sec. AA-Large Plant . . . . Kitty Schwarz
Sec. B-Oouble
Carol Cerimele
Sec. F-Garryarde
Mary Chantry
DIVISION II: POLYANTHUS
Sec. A-Single
Kitty Schwarz
Sec. AA-Large Plant
Pat Diesen
Sec. C-Miniature
Pat Diesen
DIVISION IV: JULIANA HYBRIDS
Sec. A-Cushion f o r m . . . Florence Tibbatts
Sec. F-Large Juliana
Sally Cadranell
DIVISION VI: EXHIBITION PLANTS
Sec. A-Show Auricula
ClassASelfs
Al Smith
Sec. B-Alpine
Class 1 Light center
BethTait
Class 2 Gold center
BethTait
Sec. C Laced Polyanthus.. Sammy Solseth

Compiled by Orpha Salsman
Seattle, Washington
Eastern United States Chapter
Mrs. Wallace Balla, president
189Taconic Rd,
Greenwich, Conn,, 06830
On Saturday, May 9, 1981 the Eastern
Chapter of the American Primrose Society
held a meeting and show at the Town Hall
in Ackworth, New Hampshire, The meeting
was a joint venture with the New England
Chapter of the American Rock Garden
Society. As a result of the wider publicity
from this co-operative event the Eastern
Chapter enjoyed a very large attendance of
some seventy or more persons. A marvelous
plant sale of very desirable material also
benefited both treasuries.
The Chapter shows continue to be judged
by popular vote and a number P. marginata
forms and garden auriculas found great
favor. Several winners were grown by Kris
Fenderson, Kris exhibited a number of

European species and hybrids in bloom to
illustrate his snort talk on "Primulas of
Europe." Wally Alberts showed a magnificent pot of the dwarf red P. Juliana "Jay
Jay" which met with high acclaim,
After the show and picnic lunch, the
group adjourned to visit Kris Fenderson's
garden where the P. Julianas and where
various auriculas (in the cold frames) were
in full bloom. As a second treat, the group
visited the nearby garden of Fred Watson,
An impressive collection by Mr. Watson of
choice rock plants were handsomely
displayed in a wide variety of settings. One
memorable feature was a broad carpet of
several hundred plants of Primula farinosa
in full bloom.
The weather cooperated, and people
traveled impressive distances from New
York, New Jersey, Connecticut, to enjoy a
beautiful sunny New England spring day. A
fall seedling sale was planned at the home
and gardens of Geoffery Charlesworth and
Norman Singer for late August
K.F.

Mr. Frank Berthold
1614 NE128th r Portland, OR

654 Marine Drive, Sequim, WA 98382
Port Townsend to Forks. The major aim of
the group is to share and learn. Members
warmly welcome anyone interested in
primroses.
E.V.S.
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1982 Show wil be jointly sponsored with
the Eastside Garden Club April 16, 17 and
18 at the Totem Lake Shopping Mall,
Kirkland, Washington.

Oregon Chapter

Olympic Peninsula Study Group
Mrs. Elizabeth van Sickle, president
The "Olympic Peninsula Study Group" is
informal with no plant shows. The group
meets in members' homes and yards. They
often have "Open" gardens. Attendance is
from all over the Olympic Peninsula from

DIVISION VII: G A R D E N S BORDER
AURICULAS
Sec, B-Semi Double..
. . BethTait
Sec.C-GardenAuricula. .FlorenceTibbatts
DIVISION VIII: SPECIES
Sec. A-Auricula
BethTait
Sec. C-Cortusoides
Class2Sieboldii
.Dorothy Wold
Sec. D-Denticulata
Mary Baxter
Sec. F-Nivales
Class 1 Chionantha.
. Evelyn Douglas
Sec. I Vernales
Class 1 Elatior(Oxlip)
Pat Diesen
Class 2 Veris (Cowslip). Florence Tibbatts
Sec. 0-Miniature Rock Garden.. Beth Tait
ARTISTIC DIVISION
Sweepstakes
Marge Flage
Reserve
Dorothy Wold

)

Show results of April 25-26, 1981 at
Milwaukee, Oregon.
Best Polyanthus
EthaTate
Best Double Vernales . . . Rosetta Jones
Best Goldlace Polyanthus Rosetta Jones
Best Acaulis
Rosetta Jones
Best Juliae Hybrid
Helen Moehnke
Best Novice
Beverly Bock
Best Garden Auricula
Orval Agee
Best Double Auricula.. Thelma Genheimer
Best Show Auricula
Ann&JayLunn
BestAlpineAuricula
EthaTate
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Best Species
Margaret Mason
Best Seedling- perpetual
Trophy.. Chehalis Rare Plant Nursery
Best Seedling Polyanthus Perpetual Trophy
Helen Moehnke
Best Candelabra
Steve Bear
Best Hybridizing
Ann Lunn
Best Oddities
Floyd McMullen
Best Rarities
Doris Lord
Decorative, Best in
Section A
Valora Baton
Best Companion Plant
Etha Tate
Sweepstakes Chehalis Rare Plant Nursery
Best Plant in ShowPerpetual Trophy
Orval Agee

t

Valley-Hi Chapter
Mr. Orval Agee, president
11112 SE Wood Ave., Milwaukie, OR 97222
Show results of April 4, 1981, at Beaverton, Oregon.
Sweepstakes
Margaret Obersinner
Best Polyanthus
Helen Stalp
Jack-in-Green
Ross Willingham
Best Goldlace Polyanthus . .Orval Agee
Best Acaulis
Al Rapp
BestJuliaeHybrid.. .MargaretObersinner
Best Novice
Irene Morris
Best Garden Auricula. . . . Doris Burge
Best Double Auricula. .ThelmaGenheimer
BestAlpineAuricula
EthaTate

. Orval Agee
BestShow Auricula
Helen Stalp
Best Seedling
. . . .OrvalAgee
BestSpecies
Dean Fredrick
Best Junior
Best Greenhouse Primula . .Helen Stalp
Ross Willingham
Best Hybridizing
. Ann Lunn
Best Rarities
Best Oddities .
. .Al Rapp
Best Companion Plant ThelmaGenheimer
Best Decorative
Etha Tate
Best Double V e r n a l e s . . .
.
Al Rapp
Best Plant in Show. Margaret Qbersinner

Insecticide & Fungicide
James F. Long
Marion, Virginia
Through the use of a special chemical the
greenhouse might be cleared of root aphis.
The trade name is TEMIK 10G and it is a
controlled pesticide. Growers have used
many other chemicals in an attempt to rid
the plants of root aphis but to no avail.
TEMIK 10G is a commercial product and
you need a certificate for the use of these
restricted chemicals before it can be
bought. All chemicals are dangerous if not
properly used; so the few hours needed to
get the certificate is worthwhile.
To control root rot and stem rot below the
soil level, another chemical of commercial
nature is very good. It is called BAN ROT
and kills most root rot fungi. No damage to
plants has been observed with the use of

this product. BAN ROT has been a boon,
especially in growing Show and Alpine
auriculas in pots. Root rot has been almost
eliminated.
Both TEMK10G and BAN ROT can be used easily in the garden. TEMIK 10G,beinga
granulated substance, needs only to be
sprinkled on the soil. It will last for many
months. It is expensive, but a little goes a
long way.
It is very important to stress the careful
use of all chemicals, at all times. Since having experienced poisoning by arsenic of
lead through the skin, and also by a well
known insecticide, I know being careful
can save your life.

26

)

Board members meetin
October to discuss Dues
Officers and Board Members met in Chehalis, Washington at the Rare Plant Nursery on
October 10,1981. Noticeably absent was Herb Dickson, President, who was in the hospital
recovering from surgery on his knees. During the meeting, Herb did telephone the group to
pass along well wishes and to insure the conversation of the board meeting accomplished
specific agenda topics.
Being well fed for lunch by Dorothy Dickson, the Officers and Board started the meeting
with the usual reading of the previous minutes and Treasurer's report. The balance on
hand as of October 6,1981, showed $4,215.56. It was noted that out of this balance the
summer and fall quarerly expenses will have to be paid.
By letter, Kris Fenderson, Treasurer, suggested the membership year be changed from
the present November 15 date to coincide with the calendar year. After much discussion,
the Board decided such a revision would be better for both the editors committee and the
Treasurer. It should also reduce many misunderstandings and possible ill feelings with
new members. A motion to that effect was approved, with the addition that the renewal
memberships become due on November 15, but become delinquent only after January 1.
It was noted that the Board has previously increased the membership to $10 per year and
$25 for three years starting in 1982.
Board members were asked by the ('resident to discuss with their chapters various
methods by which the local chapter could collect the national dues from local members.
The local chapter would be responsible for issuing membership cards to the individuals,
An arrangement of this nature might allow the chapter to withhold one dollar for its
treasure and send the balance of nine dollars to the National Treasurer. Membeis of the
APS who do not belong to a local chapter would have their dues and cards handled by the
national Treasurer. Board members were asked to be prepared to respond to this inquiry
during the coming year.
Editor's Committee Chairman asked that all memberships and changes of address be
sent first to the National Treasurer to avoid and eliminate the present confusion in the
mailing list.
A nominating committee for APS officers will be appointed by Herb Dickson, President.
The Board agreed that ballots should be mailed with the January quarterly so that
everyone, including overseas members, has the opportunity to vote.
During the discussion on nomination of APS officers, a reminder was given to the
chapter representatives that it was the responsibility of the chapters to submit any
changes in the officers to the National APS. It was requested that a list of current officers,
--•meeting times and places, and any changes to this listing be sent to the President,
Secretary and Chairman of the editor's committee for the quarterly.
A checking account is being established to handle miscellaneous expenses fo the
quarterly. The funds received from advertising will be the source of deposits for this ac-
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count. Checks on the account will require one signature by either the President of APS, the
quarterly editor chairman or the advertising editor.
It was noted during the meeting that the Valley Hi Show will be held April 9 and 10; and
the Tacoma Show will be held March 27 and 28, 1982.
,

Ann Lunn
Secretary

Study weekends - east and west
It's time to sign up for the 1982 Northwest Winter Study Weekend. Registration charge
is $35, which does not include lodging or meals. Checks should be sent to Ann Lunn, 3040
NW Parkview Lane, Portland, OR 97229. The program should be fascinating with speakers
from Japan and China discussing their native alpine flora plus more on the Siskiyous,
Wallowas, Steens and Columbia Gorge. Topped off with good fellowship, their weekends
are just great.
The eastern study weekend in Boston will be Jan. 15-16, 1982. Contact Donald M.
Hughes, 157 Circuit St., Hanover. MA 02339. Give yourself a treat.

Diary of a Primroser
Cy Happy
Tacoma, Washington

Goodbye, summer

Fall brings a bit of off-season bloom, especially at Dicksons' in Chehalis, Wash. Dorothy
provided a huge meal for APS board members Oct. 10.1 tried to walk some of it off by looking at plants. I found 26 species and hybrids in bloom.
Primula secundiflora displayed a perfect head of magenta-purple bloom which gave off
a strong pansy-like fragrance. P. geraniafoha presented airy lilac flowers over geraniumlike foliage.

Color competitions
An eyecatcher was vivid royal blue garden auricula. An old cowslip had obviously been in
bloom all summer and was still putting forth little orange dotted yellow cups. A rusty red
turkish cowslip was trying to compete.
A small yellow old-style polyanthus was giving off a heady perfume. A border of these
would be almost overpowering.
For the specialist there was a large peach double acaulis. The red hot poker primula, P.
viali, was in excellent bloom- spike of red buds topping a lilac bottle brush of flowers.
More in keeping with the season were fat reddish resting buds of P. muscariodesand P.
warshenewskiana. Primrose lovers get special pleasure from healthy resting buds at soil
surface surrounded by last season's withered leaves.

Kindred souls everywhere
This issue includes an article on primulas of USSR by Dr. Lapin of the Main Botanic
Garden of Moscow. I located him through a fellow garden writer who described Dr. Lapin
as enthusiastic, personable, a fine botanist with an excellent command of English. Nice to
know there are people like that all over the world if you just look for them.
On Oct. 25 the Alpine Garden Club of British Columbia celebrated its 25th anniversary.
It grew out of a handful of APS members into an international society. Congratulations!
And a pat on the back to the new editor Thea Foster. Her enthusiasm shows on all 16 pages
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Summer departed on the afternoon of Sept. 20. We fired up the woodstoveand it's been
going ever since. Julies that had been leafless for a month or more shoved up new green
leaves and a few weeks later a few precocious flowers. The old primrose Springtime has
started its blooming season, We'll have a steady supply of pale lilac flowers until March.
Here it prefers to be smothered in invading lawn grass.
I hope you are using the membership roster in the Winter '81 issue to locate nearby
growers. If you are having trouble finding plants, a phone call to one or two will usually
disclose new sources.

On getting and keeping new blood
The Tacoma Primrose Society is headed by two high school students-Tony Trujillo,
president, and Byron Lymburn, secretary. Perhaps this will remind other clubs to continue
to reach out for new and especially young members. Then make sure your programs give
them the information they need, and above all, the excitement that goes along with growing favorite plants.
A few P. obconica on the kitchen window still help bring spring into wintertime. They
never stop blooming. Sutton of England still sell seed of the delightful salmon variety. Or
ask around the florist shops for a grower of obconica. There is a tremendous range of
beautiful colors. It's fun to select the special ones.
l.f you have some constructive criticism for the editors, remember we'll accept it only if
you submit an accompanying article!

-Cy Happy
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Your flowers and shrubs f (ft
need more than just
sunshine and rain.
They need ORTHO.

'Schultz-lnstant"

LIQUID PLANT FOOD

SPRING HILL
FARM
P.O. Box 42
GIG HARBOR, WA 98335

Fresh Seed of
Polyanthus, Acaulis, Juliae

$1.00

5 ORTHO

Double Vemales.
$3.00 for 50 seed

Rose

ORTHENE'
Insect Spray

Rose&
Flower
Jet Duster

TRY JOE'S BULLETIN — our nation's
oldest flower-garden magazine. Buy,
sell, exchange nationwide. Save!
Make new friends. Samples 25'
postage. Write Box 144, Lamoni, La.
50140.

Food 8 1 2 4

Transplant after August
RUTH BARTLETT HUSTON

Species and Cultivar Primulas
Ericas, Callunas, Phlox, Saxifrage, Dwarf Conifers, Container Plants and Alpines

Precise Catalogue 40C
THE ROCK GARDEN
R.F.D. #2
Litchfield. Maine 04350

ORTHENE Insect Spray—a new biodegradable systemic insecticide for use on
roses, flowers, ornamentals and trees. Gives fast contact kill of a broad range of
insects, with up to 3 weeks residual protection on Aphids. 1 pt. makes up to 32
gallons of spray.
ORTHO Rose & Flower Jet Duster—a new and easy way to control insects and
diseases on flower foliage.
ORTHO Rose Food—an 8-12-4 formulation to provide all the nourishment needed
for luxurious foliage and a minimum number of beautiful rose blooms; for new
plantings and established plants.
Gardening shortcuts — invaluable information on frost protection, raised beds,
vertical gardens, pruning, containers, and lots more.
ORTHO Lawn and (iarden Sprayer—a c o n v e n i e n t and accurate sprayer that
works with your garden hose.

Goodwin's Seeds
• Polyanthus primroses

• Flower, tree, shrub, vegetable and herb seeds
• Australian native tree and shrub seeds a specialty
• Casette tape onour own polyanthus strains
Send 58 U S. for air mail.

• List of all seeds
Send $2 U.S. for it air mail or get it with a packet of giant hybrid poly for $6 air mail
Send check, cash or bank draft to:

T u rREG
t r U.S
. p
DESIGN -ORTHO
PAT

GOODWINS

Who knows more about gardening than ORTHO.
30

)

Bagdad
Sth. 7407. Tasmania, Australia
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PRIMROSE ACRES
offers a limited selection
of named show
and alpine auriculas.
Beth Tait

PACIFIC
NORTHWEST
NURSERIES, Inc.
Let us help you plan now
for a beautiful garden. Our
selection is now at its best.
•

GL 4-7173
11030-N.E.6th»BELLEVUE

14015-84th NE
Bothell, Wash. 98011
Phone (206) 823-8904

^

-Plan flhead.

Nature's Garden
Route 1, Box 488
Beaverton, Or 97007

Gather and
share seed.
RPS Seed Exchange
2248 S. 134th
Seattle, Wfl 98168

Mail Order Catalog
$1.00 Deductible

0

Join the

Eastern Chapter
of A.P.S.
Send $1.00 to:
G.K. Fenderson
Grout Hill
South Acworth, NH 03607
Receive notice of annual
meeting and seedling sales.

OLIVER NURSERIES, INC.
1151 Bronson Road, Fairfield, Conn 00-130
of fen fftoit'c ffttxttHwntii t>n\, tfwait
\ cnmthintoti /ilii'/f, for jttiitiult,
/ days .1 week during spnm
Telephone (203) 259 5609

Rare Dwarf Slow Growing Conifers
Flowering shrubs and unusual r o c k plants s u i t a b l e for
B o n s a i c u l t u r e a r e l i s t e d i n o u r c a t a l o g u e , Alpenglow Gardens.

ALPENGLOW GARDENS
13328 King George Hwy.

North Surrey, B.C., Canada

Specializing in the world's most famous strains of
P. acaulis with beautiful, vivid colors.
Many other primroses, alpines, rare plants.
dwart irises, rockery plants, grafted evergreens
Quality plants • Quantity discounts • Mail order welcome
OPEN WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS ONLY

Alpenflora Gardens
17985 - 40th Ave.. Surrey (Cloverdale), B C. V3S 4N8

A place to visit and browse.
All plant lovers are welcome at

CHEHALIS RARE PLANT NURSERY

The American Rock Garden Society

We grow a large selection of primula, alpine and rockery plants,
dwarf trees and shrubs and many, many more unusual plants,
mainly in containers.

(founded 1 9 3 4 1

Halfway between Portland and Seattle just off 1-5
2568 Jackson Highway, Chehalis, Wash. 98532
Sales at nursery only No list No catalog.
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c o r d i a l l y Invites you to |Oin its growing
list o f e n t h u s i a s t i c m e m b e r s
Annual Seed List

•

Quarterly Magazine

Family Membership — $10.00
Overseas Membership — $8 00
Single Membership — $9.00
Patron Membership $25.00
Life Membership - $250.00
Donald Peach
Rt. 1. Bo* 282
Mena. Ark 71953
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The

The Quarterly Bulletin

ALPINE _ known in 27 Countries throughout the World for its
(jAKI)rA
illustrations and technical standards.

Society

American Primrose Society
Officers
President HwberfDickson, 2568 Jackson Highway Chehahs Wash 98532

ANNUAL SEED DISTRIBUTION LIST, with preferential treatment for overseas,
members, of some 5,000 varieties, including new introductions otherwise unobtainable
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION $7.50 - payable to the Secretary;
E.M. Upward, Lye End Link, St. John's, Wo king. Surrey, England

Vice president Frank Berthold. 1 6 1 4 Ml 128th Portland Ore 97330
ReCBfdmg secretary A n n l u n n JQ4U N Vv hnkvie* Innc I'oithud O K 9 / / ? l l
Treasurer G K. Fenderson G r o u t Hill South A c w o r t h . N H 03607
Corresponding secretary east Alice Hills Baylor Stage Coach Rd Stowe Ver 0567?
Editor emeritus Florence Belhs 2835 N Oar five Lincoln City Ore 9 / 3 6 7

—Send for fully descriptive folder —

THE SCOTTISH ROCK GARDEN CLUB
offers you . . .
Its twice yearly journal, well illustrated in black & white,
and containing authoritative articles on all aspects of rock
gardening, rock plants, and their worldwide haunts. Its excellent annual scheme for the distribution of rare and
unusual seed amongst its international members.
$3.50 t'ui I ^ K D - S I
3.MK) lot 1981-82
kOUl K l .1. M I K HI 1 I
L ' l m e i M i y Boianic C i a i d c n
Si. A n d r e w s , ' K V 16 SH I , Scotland

NATIONAL AURICULA AND PRIMULA
SOCIETY — Southern Section
Invites all Auricula and Primula Lovers to join this Old Societ)
Membership includes Year Book
Lawrence E. Wigley
67, Warnham Conn Road, Carshalton Beeches, Surrey England

NATIONAL AURICULA AND PRIMULA
SOCIETY — Midland Section
Invites all Auricula and Primula Lovers to join this Old Societ>
Hon. Sec., Mr. P. Green
Primrose Hill, Bell's Bank, Buckley, Wares., England

Share the fun of gardening.
Invite a friend to join
American Primrose Society.

Directors
Elizabeth Van Sickle, Sequim Wash 1978

Eileen Trzynha. Hillsboro, Ore 1980
Presidents of affiliated societies and c h a p t e r s

Loie Benedict Auburn Wash 1979

Membership
Dues of 110 a year aie payable Nov 15 Membership includes four issues a n n u a l l y of the Quarter!) cultural
chart and seed exchange privileges Three years for $25 Life membership $100, garden club affiliated
societies. $!0 a yea: l i b r a r y and h o r t i c u l t u r a l societies $10 a year, second member m family $1 a yeai
Overseas members $10 a year, please send by international money order Send dues to the treasurei

Publications
Back issues of the Q u a r t e r l y are available Oder from (he s e c r e t a r y
Manuscripts lor publication in the q u a r t e r l y are solicited from members and other gardening e x p e r t s .
although there is no payment Please send articles and photographs to the editor's committee at 1570 - 9th Ave
N. Edmonds Wash 98020
Advertising latespenssue f u l l page $60. half page. $30: quarter page $ 1 5 . e i g h l h p a g e a n d minimum $10
Submit advertising to (he editor

Seed Exchange

Did you remember?
Members are reminded the winter quarterly is planning on lismg sources for supplies, societies, nurseries, seeds, specialized growers, important dates for 1982,
trooks. etc. To publish the information, the editors must be told about the 'special
resource. 1 Share your knowledge by a note to: The Editors Committee - 1 5 7 0 - 9th
Ave. N.. Edmonds, WA 98020.
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