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A Message From
Our President
This has been another banner year
for the Society. Much credit for this
should go to the officers, directors and
committeemen who have served so
efficiently. With such loyal cooperation I am looking forward to another
successful year.
I feel a great sense of gratitude to
our Treasurer, Mrs. Orval Agce, for
the countless hours of dedicated
service.
May I also thank those members
who contributed articles to make our
Quarterlies so interesting. Don't forget that this is your Quarterly and
articles about your successes or failures are most welcome.
By taking part in the seed exchange
you will find many rewarding experiences through the sharing of seeds.
It was gratifying to see the names
of so many new members on the
plants at the three Pacific Northwest
shows this year. In helping to judge
at these shows I noted a marked improvement in all primula as to form,
texture and color, particularly evidenced in the Auricula Sections.
There is still much to be done so the
primrose hybridizer never loses interest.
It was an unforgetable sight to view
dozens of named varieties of Show
and Alpines at the National Show in
Seattle this year. It was gratifying to
see the continued interest shown by
the public at the educational booths,
where hundreds of questions were
asked and answered.
I am most grateful for the many
friendly messages from our wide78

The New Editor

spread membership during the past
year. It would be my wish that everyone in every country of the world
would he able to grow and love the
Primrose as 1 do and would have,
with the Quarterly as the connecting
link that offers continued interest and
information, the opportunity of gaining much pleasure and some lifelong
friendships through correspondence
with members all over the world.
May I suggest to each member that
he share his Quarterly with a friend
and by so doing get a new member
for the Society. It is by a growing
membership that our Society becomes
stronger. The contributions from new
members enrich our knowledge and
so it continues to grow.
<w
Best wishes to you all.
^ )
Mrs. John Siepman
I960 SUMMER QUARTERLY

With pride in our friendship, in
our heart, and expectation of a bright
future, we take great pleasure in introducing the new Editor of the Quarterly, Nancy Ford.
Mrs. Ford's accomplishments are
many. She is a dedicated and knowlegeable Primrose grower, having won
many trophies including amateur
sweepstakes awards at both the 1959
and 1960 Kirkland Shows and also
the Anne Siepman award at the 1960
National Auricula Show for the best
double Auricula. Her greatest enjoyment is growing the different species
primula and is blessed with the dry
area, rocky and natural bog to urge
her on.
On the editoral side, Nancy has a
Bachelor of Arts degree in the Arts
and Sciences and a teaching certificate, both from the University of
Washington. She has written children's plays and directed children's
theatre. And she has the additional
asset of having assisted her husband
in his editing of a quarterly publication in another field.
These are just a few of the reasons
why we think the Society is extremely
fortunate in acquiring the services of
Nancy Ford as the new Editor of the
Quarterly. P e r s o n a l circumstances
which have induced me to forego my
association with the Quarterly as Editor do not abate my interest in Primula
nor my pride and affection for the
niany friends made during the nearly
four years of my association with the
Quarterly. We hope the membership
AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY

Mrs. Robert M. Ford accepts the A. I'. S.
editorship from former editor C.harlvs E.
Oilman.

will contribute in every possible way
to help Nancy take over a rather complicated and arduous job.

C. E. G.
NEW REGIONAL EDITORS
Mr. Charles Oilman, former editor
of the Quarterly, has consented to
be our Regional Editor from Los
Gatos, California.
Mr. Ralph Baleom, well known floriculturist of Seattle, Washington, will
replace Nancy Ford as Regional Editor from that area. Mr. Baleom will
retire this month and move to a larger
place where he will have more room
to conduct his extensive hybridizing
program.

A NOTE OF APPRECIATION
May I express my deep appreciation for the devoted and intelligent work done by our Editor Mr.
Charles Gilman. I know you all
join me in wishing for him continued good health and a well
earned rest.
Mrs. John Siepman, President
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Enjoying Auriculas In Your Garden
At the time this article was ivritten the author did not know that a green-edged
seedling auricula of hers ivould win the Ramford Trophy.
IVANEL AGEE, Milwaukie, Oregon
An alpine house, or cold frame is not necessary to enjoy the Auriculas.
They are hardy and well worth growing as a garden plant. One should select
plants for good bloom and sturdy stems. Some will send up several stalks with
well filled umbels, or clusters of blossoms. Watch for these when buying plants.
Color is a matter of personal preference, they may be brilliant alpincs or regular
garden auriculas in white, pastels and rich yellows.
There is one 'thing to remember, the forerunners of the hybrid auriculas
were plants of the European Alps, where they had natural drainage, and although these lovely plants are more showy than the original species, they have
never lost the need of a well drained soil. Humus is another requirement. Well
rotted cow manure and sand worked into the soil is quite good, or one may use
a good compost and sand. Plant them in a slightly raised bed or in the rockery,
never in a low heavy area.
Auriculas may be grown in high shade with plenty of light, or one sees
them in full sun doing well in the proper soil. Like other primulas they should
never dry out during their growing period from spring to fall. A mulch of stone
chips or pea gravel is a help, not only to hold moisture but to cut down the
splattering of mud on the plants.

Cyrus Happy III presents the Bamford Trophy to Mrs. Orval Agee

Mrs. Orval Agee writes "The seed producing the I960 Bamford Trophy
winner came from Alpenglow Gardens. It was one of those little plants
that was rather ignored. It came up late and was not transplanted with
the others. It was quite a surprise to me when it did bloom . , . a
pleasant surprise."

The Bamford Trophy 1960
Winner of the Bamford Trophy for 1960 was Mrs. Orval Agee, popular
treasurer of the American Primrose Society.
In presenting the trophy to Mrs. Agee at the A. P. S. banquet Cyrus
Happy, himself a three time winner of the Bamford Trophy, had this to say;
"I would like to refresh your memory on what the Bamford Trophy represents. Over one hundred years ago this kettle was the annual award for
the premier plant at the Auricula show in a small Northern England town,
the old florists each endeavoring to produce the best truss. Their standard
of excellence, their plants, and their trophy have been passed on to us. It
was filled with their names. Since 1956 it has been the award for the best
American or Canadian grown seedling Show Auricula. It has been my pleasure to have it with me for several years, and it now gives me great pleasure
to pass it on to Mrs. Agee who, by her devotion to our society and her skill
as a grower, makes her a deserving winner."
BO
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The 1960 Bamford Trophy
Winner
—Photo by On'ul Agee

Primula X Arendsii
P. x Arendsii with its long flowering season, neat compact habit, and abundance
of flowers is a most desirable pot plant.
ROBERT C. PUTNAM, Kirkland, Wash.

Dale Worthington, left, presents John E. Walker with an auricula painting by Mrs. Orval
Agee accompanied by a plaque showing that it was given in Peter Klein's memory by
his son.

John E. Walker Wins American Primrose
Society's 1960 Hybridizing Award
At the National Primrose Society Banquet in Seattle John E. Walker was
given the 1960 Hybridi/ing Award for his work with double primula. This
Premier award is given to the one deemed most worthy by a committee of
three competent judges.
The photographs of Mr. Walker's doubles which he presented to the committee show the excellence of his plants and the full range of colors.
Mr. John E. Walker lives in Sherwood, Oregon.
Members are asked to be on the lookout for candidates for this award.
Pictures of plants should be submitted in both black and white as well as
in color. The plants in question should be seen by a competent judge and as
many others as possible, and signed statements as to the Show Points should
be obtained from them. All pictures of the entries will become the property
of the American Primrose Society.
82
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In 1932, after considerable effort,
the late George Arends of Germany
succeeded in making a cross between
Primula obconica and Primula sinolisteri. Not until 1958 was seed of this
cross available. In June of that year
Mr. Charles E, Oilman, former editor
of the A. P. S. Quarterly, gave me
a packet of seed to try. It was labled
Primula x Arendsii "Multiflora." Mr.
Gilman is a most generous man, but
I am sure if he had known what he
was giving me he might have clutched
that packet of seed all the way to California where he moved shortly thereafter.
The seed was promptly planted that
same June and germination appeared
in February of 1959. In fact, some
germination appeared that same summer but, as the record shows, the
summer of 1958 was a hot one in
the Pacific Northwest and a few seedlings were lost. Records are so valuable, especially when you wish to recall some statistic of nature to conceal human inadequacies.
Three plants were finally potted
and they have been in continuous
bloom for several months. The plant
is more compact in habit than P.
obconica with smaller, neater leaves
and flowers in shades of lavender
pink. The flower trusses are symmetrical umbels of closely packed flowers
borne directly above the leaves on
straight, stiff scapes. One plant in its
eagerness to bloom is supporting ten
umbels with a total of over 125 individual florets. The entire plant is not
over nine inches high.
P. x Arendsii is not an outdoor
plant in northern climates and is best
grown with protection from frost. Our
AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY

plants are happy companions to a
group of auricula in a cool greenhouse.
They are growing in four inch pots in
a well drained soil high in organic
matter.
We occasionally bring a plant into
the house for table decoration, and
it shows no evidence of objection to
a household climate. I am quite sure
it could be successfully grown in the
house but, like its parents, it performs best in the temperature range
of from 45 to 60 degrees Fahrenheit.
This new hybrid has been bred free
of primin so that those susceptible to
the irritating rash of P. obconica are
spared this discomfort.
P. x Arendsii with its long flowering season, neat compact habit, and
abudance of flowers is more than just
another hybrid. It is truly a most
desirable pot plant. May there be more
of them some clav.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Your m e m b e r s h i p chairman
would like to suggest that each of
us try to bring in one new member
to the American Primrose Society
this coming year.
For those really interested in doing a little work the Directors, at
the last meeting, voted that a lifetime membership shall be awarded
to the person bringing in the most
new members between now and the
next annual meeting.
This is a chance to help the A. P.
S. and get yourself something for
your trouble. Remember a membership always makes a welcome
gift.
Ruth Smith, Membership Chm.
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The 1960 National Auricula Show
With this, only the second "full
fledged" Auricula Show in the United
States, the Auricula is fast coming into
its own.
Auricula have been exhibited for
many years at the annual spring Primrose Shows, but the Washington State
Primrose Society is to be congratulated for making the 1960 National
Auricula Show such an outstanding
success.
This observer was surprised at the
number of entries and the quality of
the plants. Especially gratifying was
the number of new growers exhibiting
good quality Shows and Alpines. Of
some 474 entries, there were 132
Show Auriculas and 149 Alpines and
many magnificently grown Gardens.
The doubles were also well represented.
Another good omen for the future
was the absence of so many "Fancies".
We think this is another indication
of the coming of age of the Auricula
growers in this country. It is understandable that anyone starting in with
Show Auricula would want to exhibit
a flowering plant regardless of the
point count. This Show demonstrates
that the growers in this country have
progressed beyond this point and are
adhering each year closer to the stan-

dards of the old Florists.
We were not taken so much with
who won the prizes as with the size
and quality of the show, except to
note with pleasure that our National
Treasurer, Ivy Agee, won the Barnford Kettle with her green edged Show
seedling.
Frank Michaud's Alpenglow Gardens were well represented with a
courtesy display and we must not forget the arrangements in another room
that went a long way towards dressing
up the Show.—Charles R. Oilman
NATIONAL AURICULA SHOW
The National Auricula Show of
1960 was held in Seattle on April
30th and May 1st at the Queen Anne
Fieldhouse.
The show was a complete success
in every way and afforded the public
a chance to see the largest number of
named English auricula and American grown varieties ever to be shown
in America. Few people realized how
the growing of these plants has increased in the last few years.
Entries from Oregon, Canada and
Washington included the finest named
auricula in the world. All entries, including entries in the Decorative divi-

Shmv auriculas at the National Show in Scat I h'

sion and plants not in competition,
made a total of 563.
In the Auricula division sweepstakes winner was Mr. Herbert Dickson of Seattle. The runner-up sweepstakes winner was Mr. Cyrus Happy
III of Tacoma, Washington.
In the Decorative division sweepstakes winner was Mrs. Sandford A.
Lindstrom of Kirkland, Washington.
The runner-up sweepstakes winner
was Mr. Anton J. Schwarz of Seattle,
Washington.
The Frank H. Michaud Perpetual
Trophy for the Premier Show Auricula was awarded to Mr. Cyrus Happy
III for "TinkerbcH".
The Bam ford Perpetual Trophy for
the best Show Auricula Seedling was
awarded to Mrs. Orval Agee of Milwaukic, Oregon, for a green edged
plant.
The Shuman Perpetual Trophy for
the Premier Exhibition Alpine Auricula was awarded to Mr. Cyrus Happy
III for a light centered plant grown
by the late Peter Klein.
The Haddock Perpetual Trophy
was awarded to Mr. Cyrus Happy III
for a gold centered exhibition alpine
seedling.
A trophy for the Best Border Alpine Auricula was awarded Mr. Herbert Dickson of Seattle.

A trophy for the Best Double Auricula was awarded to Mrs. Robert M.
Ford of Seattle, for a plant raised
from Dcnna Snuffer seed.
A trophy for the Best Garden Auricula was awarded to Mr. Robert Putnam of Kirkland, Washington.
A trophy for the Best Species Auricula was awarded to Mr. John Shuman
of Seattle.
A trophy for the best corsage was
awarded Mrs. Dorothy Dickson of
Seattle.
A trophy for the best driftwood arrangement was awarded Mrs. June
Harp of Seattle.
A trophy for the best Victorian
arrangement was awarded Mrs. Violet
Chambers of Seattle.
A trophy for the best arrangement
by men was awarded Mr. Anton J.
Schwarz of Seattle.
A total of sixteen trophies were
awarded in all divisions. Highlights
of the show were the 180 named
English Show and Exhibition Alpine
Auricula and the 89 beautiful flower
arrangements, representing the finest
in their classes.
As chairman I wish to thank everyone who had any part in presenting
this " long to be remembered Show".
\ohn Shuman, Sfeoir Chairman

Local Show Reports
CANADIAN SHOW NOTES
The spring show of the Canadian
Primula and Alpine Society was noted
for the fine display of Alpines, Primulas, Decorative Classes, Trough and
Tufa (planted). Mr. G. B. Boving
staged a very fine Rockery Display,
which included many rare and beautiful specimens. Mr. Living also staged
a very attractive and choice Display
of Rhododendrons in full bloom. The
attractive and educational Display of
AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY

the Rhododendron Chapter was also
worth seeing, Mr. Jack Moffit opened
the Show in his own commendable
manner, and Mrs. Moffit graciously
presented the trophies and pri/es 'to
the following:
Best Alpine, Pan of Soldanclla
Montana, to Mrs. R. Boyes; Best Primula, Collection of Primroses, to D.
W. Duncan; Best Planted Tufa, to
Miss C. Macey; Best Trough Garden,
to Mrs. E. C. Conbov; Best Bulbous
85

Plant, to Mrs. L. Macey; Best Cushion
Plant, to Mr. H. Carter; Best Ericaceous Plant, to Mrs. R. Boyes.
Decorative Section
1st Prize, Best Entry in Show, to
Mrs. J. McLachlan; Best Minature,
Minature Rose, to Mrs. J. McLachlan;
1st Aggregate to Mrs. F. S. Day;
2nd Aggregate to Mrs. J. McLachlan;
3rd Aggregate to Mrs. M. McLeod.
—Grace Conboy

LEWIS COUNTY
PRIMROSE SHOW
Mrs. Henry Bcnherg, Secretary of
the Lewis County Primrose Society,
reports that they were unable to have
their Primrose Show because of heavy
losses in plants. The wet season, early
spring sunshine, repeated free/es following the good weather, played havoc
with the new growth and blooms.
They hope to have better luck next
spring.
TACOMA PRIMROSE SHOW
"An Old Fashioned Garden" was
the theme for the Tacoma Primrose
Society show for 1960. This is always an interesting idea. The floor
displays were really nice. Two of the
young ladies dressed in colonial costumes and circulated among the
guests—and gave a hand at the selling tables.
On the competitive tables the rich
bronze and brown shades, as well as
the deep orange color, was out of this
world. All colors were splendid and
the plants so lush it made the scene
a picture to remember. Perhaps halt
of the plants entered were from outside our club. Members of the Seattle
group heard of our shortage of show
plants and rallied to our aid with
their finest. Not only did they bring
in plants but they stayed to help enter
and place plants, and to give a hand
wherever needed. Mr. Wesley Bottoms
was show chairman this year. Swcep86

stakes award went to the Herbert Dicksons - with Mrs. Anton J. Schwarz
as runner-up. (Mrs. Schwarz had
never before entered a Primrose
Show).
An attractive lobby display of Mystic Lites was something new to us.
The tiny lights were made as centers
of flowers in many lovely shades. They
were arranged in attractive vases and
bowls. Two shadow boxes were part
of the display. Each flower glowing
with its tiny light was certainly eyecatching.
—Hazel Keller
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA SflOW
The Washington National Capitol
Flower and Garden Show was held at
the C. C. National Guard Armory,
March 4th through the 10th.
The N. A. G. Garden competed
in the Medium Garden Class with an
exhibit of a Primrose Garden complete with a pond and pathway to
a bench. Don Smith, in charge of the
exhibit, was assisted by Matt Kearney,
Fred Joiner, Charles Adelman, Bill
Mister, Geary Fisher, Bill Stevenson,
Bob Frost, and Svend Anderson.
MT. ANGEL PRIMROSE SHOW
The 13th annual Mt. Angel Primrose Show held here Sunday, May
24, was one of the best in the long
line of successful shows honoring the
versatile primrose. This yearly show
has been the main project of the Mt.
Angel Garden Club since its organi/ation.
Upwards of 1,000 visitors viewed
the show, and 235 exhibits were
entered. Of these 162 were primrose
plants vying for tthe Grand Sweepstakes prize which was won by Mrs.
Blanche Start, Mulino. Mrs. Start
grows and hybridizes primroses as a
hobby at her farm home. The entries
outnumbered by 30 plants those of
last year - an unanticipated pleasure
for the sponsors who had feared a
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rather meager entry due to bad weather handicaps. Mrs. Start also won an
additional pri/e for the best auricula
seedling in the show.
Although entering in many divisions, Mrs. Start's greatest number of
exhibits appeared in the auriculas. In
these she had some truly excellent
and beautiful flowers.
Other featured prizewinners were:
Mrs. Ed Schiedler, Mt. Angel, who
took the sweepstakes award for arrangements and also won the novice
award in that section; John Hoffer,
Mt. Angel, was presented with the
j u n i o r sweepstakes; Miss Juliana Deliler, Mt. Angel, won the best plant
in the show award with a white Sieboklii; and the garden club cash
prizes were won by Labish Meadows
Club, first, North Howell Club, second, and Salem Rose Society, third.
Seven garden clubs were entered.
Of outstanding interest was a table
of double auriculas shown by Mrs.
I Denna Snuffer of Bay City, Oregon.
An educational table was another item
drawing a great deal of interest. Miss
Juliana Dehler was in charge.
Judges were Mrs. Orval Agee, Milwaukie, Oregon; Mrs. O. Miller Babbitt and Mrs. II. E. Elmstrum, both
of Portland. All three praised both
the quality and quantity of the exhibits.
Mrs. George Schmidt was show
chairman with Mrs, O. J. William as
co-chairman. Mrs. Ed Bickler was
chairman of a plant sale held in an
adjoining room. The purpose of the
sale was to finance the show, plants
being donated by Mt. Angel Garden
Club members. No admission or exhibiting fees were charged.
The club feels that this years show
made a definite stride in interesting
many in growing primroses.
— Loretta E. Dehler

>
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KIRKLAND SHOW
"Thank you, girls, thank you for a
job well done." With these words Mrs.
Edward Wold, president of the Eastside Garden Club and also chairman
of the 1960 Primrose Show, dismissed her workers. The last of the
"props" hat! been carried up the long
flight of stairs leading to the attic of
the Civic Center. The show had
"been put to bed" for another year.
Everyone agreed that it had been an
outstanding show, carrying out the
theme "Gardens by the Sea." The
Show will also be remembered by the
m a n y visitors including the trophy
winners.
SWEEPSTAKES TROPHIES
Amateur Horticulture
Mrs. Robert Ford,
Seattle
Runner-up. —Mrs. John Haddock, Seattle
Professional Horticulture
Mr. Herbert
Diekson, Seattle
I!imner-up
Mr. Robert Putnam,
Kirklaml
Decorative Division
Mrs. June Harp,
Seattle
l!unner-up....Mrs. Sanford A. Lindstrom,
Mercer Island
Junior Amateur Horticulture
Candy Clark, Kirldand
Hiinner-up
Charlotte Johnson,
Redmond
Junior Professional Horticulture
Marnie Tindall, Bothell
Junior Decorative Division
Candy Clark, Kirkland
Runner-up....Mary Lu Masscy, Houghton

So, the show for 1960 is over and
everyone is settling back with a sigh
of relief; but it will not be long
u n t i l the question is asked, "Any one
have any good ideas for the Primrose
Show?"—Alice Warncck
FRIDAY HARBOR

PRIMROSF SHOW
Primrose Tea, theme for the tenth
annual Friday Harbor Show under
the direction of Mrs. Hay Dahl, Show
chairman, was an informal one.
This show was put on primarily
for the benefit of all interested in
primroses living in the San Juan Islands and elsewhere.
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Two growers, Mann Leiser from
Bellingham, Washington and Mrs.
Ruth Bartlett from Gig Harbor, Washington (Spring Hill Farm Nursery')
were furnished space to exhibit their
magnificent plants. There was a beautiful riot of color.
The educational table filled with
many beautiful plants furnished by
club members made a lovely display.
The plants were all labeled as to
name.
The Clubhouse was decorated by
the members under the direction of
Mrs. Dahl, chairman, and Mrs. C.
B. Winne, club president. Tea tables
were centered with miniature arrangements using early spring flowers with
primroses predominating. The Silver
Tea was under the direction of Mrs.
Edna Wright and her assistants who
did a nice job, as usual.
An arrangement division under the
chairmanship of Mrs. C. B. Winne
added beauty to the Show. Beautiful
water colors of four Primula species
painted by Molly Winne our artist
president were hung for display purposes.
Chances were sold on a big basket
filled with lovely primulas. The door
prize was a small basket of primulas.
The guest book was presided over by
Mrs. Frank Woods.
We were honored by having Mrs.
John Siepman, National President,
Mrs. Orrin Hale, and Mrs. Robert
Ford, all from Seattle, Washington.
—Marion Hannah

The Question Box
For the benefit of the many new
members there will be a question and
answer column. Please send questions
to the editor.
The questions will be referred to
expert gardeners.
Question: How do named varieties
of polyanthus, Juliannas, and aeaulis
get their names? Do they have to win
so many blue ribbons at shows?
Mrs. John Oehs, Gap, Pa.
Answer: Anyone can name a particular plant of the vernales section. They
do not have to win at a show before
they are named.
Herbert Dickson, Seattle, Wn.
Question: Why do names of some
primula species and hybrids end in
suffix H and others end in ae?
Mrs. H. W. McFate, So. Colby, Wn.
Answer: It depends on whether the
plant u'as named for a man or woman.
P. Kleinii was a hybrid developed by
the late Peter Klein. P. fuliae was
named for a woman by the name of
Julia, although the discovery was made
by Prof. Kusnetsm', of the Dorpat Botanic Garden in 1911.
Mrs. Evelyn Putnam, Kirkland, Wn.
Question: Why, soon after spraying
for aphids with good sprays, do they
reappear in the next day or so?
Mrs. Joyce Bucholz, Bellevue, Wn.

New officers of *he Oregon Primrose Society recently installed are:

Ansiver: Mrs. Emma Hale (Aunt
Emmy') has promised a comprehensive paper on aphids for the next issue. In the meantime, don't blame
the spray—aphids have the ability to
give birth to young aphids even after
they are dead.

President....Mrs. Raymond Elmstrom
Vice President
Mrs. John Hannon
Treasurer
Mrs. William Tate
Secretary
Mrs. Blanche Start

When buying anything advertised in
these pages, please say you saw the ad
in the Primrose Quarterly.
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Mr. Ralph Doub, left, and Mr. Fhytl Keller planting primroses at Point Defiance

Vafk.

Gardener's Paradise Days
The Tacoma Primrose Society is interested in civic beautification.
HAZEL KELLER, Tacoma, Wash.
The Tacoma Primrose Society par- enough to have plants in bloom disticipated in the third annual Garden- play specimen plants. Others show
er's Paradise Days celebration April 30 care being given their cuttings or tuand May 1st. In 1959 the members of bers at this particular season. Several
the club donated plants to the Park groups use color slides of plantings
Board for a primrose planting at Point of their own gardens. The News-TriDefiance Park. Mr. Wesley Bottoms, bune prints each group a cultural
Mr. Ralph Doub, and Mr. Floyd Kel- sheet pertaining to their flower, with
ler collected the plants,took a bag of names and addresses of their club ofBlue Whale, and went to work setting ficers, together with the time and
out the plants. This year Mr. Doub meeting place of each club. Members
and Mr. Keller added two do/en lovely take turns at the booth answering
auricula plants donated by the Her- questions and describing our plants.
We have a guest book at the booth,
bert Dieksons.
Gardener's Paradise Days is a joint and this year, several hundred people
effort of the Tacoma Park Board and signed it. From its pages numbers are
the Tacoma News Tribune paper to selected several times during the week
create interest in the city parks. Each and a plant or packet of seeds awargarden group—the Rose Society, the ded. Of course they are primrose
Dahlia Society, the Chrysanthemum, seeds.
All of this following the show keeps
Iris and Delphinium groups, with our
Primrose Society and the Gladiolus us busy, but keeps us working together
Society—has a booth near our garden as a group, and we all enjoy the
planting. We who are fortunate fellowship.
AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY
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Scent, Color and Form
Under Harnhaven Notes in the Winter 1960 Quarterly Mrs. Uellis has
written the first part of this article. Many mysteries of nature are explained.
BY FLORENCE BELLIS
ttarnkaveu, Gresham, Oregon
Resuming notes on scent and its sufficiently to drag the stigma through
relation to color and form as begun the anthers fastened in the throat of
in the January issue, it is of interest the flower?
For the quietly colored plants—the
to ponder and, perhaps, question Saliswhites, creams and pale yellows less
bury's statement (K. J. Salisbury The
Living Garden, page 189) that "it apt to attract the bees—for the belled,
tubular or noocling blossoms many of
seems not unlikely that these substanwhich require long-tongued insects for
ces which stimulate our sense of smell
pollination, or for plants whose bloom
are by-products of the plant's manuis entirely insignificant, to many of
facturing processes". Those of us who
these has been given such exquisite
have thoughtfully worked with the soil
perfume
as to elevate them to equaland growing things over a period of
ity with the most spectacular in form
time eventually arrive at certain conand color. Long before my acquainclusions of which two are as funtance with Cowslips I wanted to know
damental as death and life: That in
them for their fragrance, so much
nature there is no waste—what seems
print being dedicated to this crowning
lost is used in other forms—and that
quality. I had read that along the
nature employs artful means to guarpaths of Mt. Vernon George Washantee the perpetuation of her children
ington had Cowslips planted with
whether plant, animal or human.
Mignonette and Heliotrope so that the |>
Therefore, if one goes along with
ladies, as they walked, would release
the theory that fragrance may be only
these heavenly scents upon the evea by-product and not a deliberately
ning air by brushing against them with
built-in advertisement for the pale and
their skirts.
shy to attract the necessary agents for
We are all conscious of the yellow
their pollination and ensuing perpetPolyanthus being more highly scented
uation, it is like saying nature is
than the other colors and that the true
careless, which she most certainly is Primrose (P. vulgaris) contributes a
not. If she were, there would not be
delicate fragrance which is not passed
so many flowers given the u n i q u e
on to its colored hybrids, the Acaulis.
ability to polleni/e themselves in the Those who have grown the seldomevent polleni/ing agents failed to perseen, true P. Auricula know that the
form the fertili/ing rites before the spicy perfume dispensed from its
period of conception had passed.
small, yellow pendant blooms is diluWe all know the two forms in
which Primroses carry their essential
organs—the anthers above the stigma
in one and the stigma protruding above the anthers in the other. It is
easily seen how the pollen can shake
off onto the stigma below but how
many of you have watched the long
style of the pin-eyed form shrink daily
until the contraction has shortened it
90

ted in its hybrids, the Alpine and
Garden Auriculas because, like the
others, the two or three Swiss Primulas
(Primulas hirsuta, viscosa and villosa)
contributing the color to these hybrids
are without fragrance. Take, for example, two of the best known Nivalids. P. chionantha, white, has a glorious scent while its close purple relative, P. sino-purpurea is odorless. Like1960 SUMMER QUARTERLY

wise, the Belled group (Sikkimensis
Section), predominately yellow with
pendant, swinging bells is highly
spiced with a fragrance concentrated
enough to make itself known a halfblock away. None advertises itself
more than P. Florindae, so it becomes
of interest to rember that the Florindae hvbrids—hybrid between P. Florindae and P. Walton) (purple)—are
less fragrant than the yellow Florindaes and more fragrant than tht Walton is.
Examples are numerous. One readily noticed is the bold and brilliant
manner in which the Candelabras
display their inflorescence and I fail
to recall any instances of fragrance
clinging to them. Nor are the e q u a l l y
colorful Primulas rosea, Sieboldii and
denticulate even faintly scented. In
the latter, doubtless, it is the resemblance of the many tiny-flowered inflorescence to one large bloom which
is the attracting factor just as it is
with P. Viali. Unlike the Cornflower,
of which only the central blooms of
each head are fertile while the sterile
margin flowers are designed solclv for
conspicuous purposes, every small floret of the Primula is capable of bearing seed. With plants devoid of fragrance, color, or landing platform,
such as Grasses and Sedges, nature
provides the wind and their cross currents to carry pollen from one to the
other.
To the double flower, when it is
a mutation whose extra petals have
robbed it of its reproductive organs
and therefore its ability to perpetuate
itself by seed, has been granted an
extended flowering period. For a flower begins to fade immediately it is
pollinated and the seed bearing begins. It has served its purpose, its
beauty was only a lure to insure progeny. We have only to compare the
bloom of youth with faded middle
AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY

age to realize the similarity of pattern
in other forms of life. In the majority
of cases, fully double Primroses forfeit their fertility through the loss of
the female reproductive organs, only
a few pollen-bearing anthers being left
them. And in these the pollen is exceedingly scarce. One exception was
a pink Primula obconica raised by
Mr. John G. Bacher of Portland which
retained all its essential organs though
fully double and which could, therefore, be propagated by seed. Why nature has been so extravagantly kind
to some flowers such as the double
roses, lilacs and carnations is difficult
to say for all have transporting fragrances in abundance and brilliant as
well as pale flowers. These are cert a i n l y an exception to her general
rule of perfume and little color or
color and little perfume.
Thinking of scent and color as an
advertising device to attract bees and
other pollinating agents is probabh
a different approach, but we must
remember that the function of flowers,
in the great scheme of nature, is primarly to reproduce in kind and that
their beauty is only insurance to that
end. Experiments have proved that
bees have a somewhat different color
sense from that of normal human
beings—"normal" probably referring
to those of us not color-blind. Such
o b s e r v a t i o n s were accomplished by
training bees to visit dishes of honey
placed on various colored papers then
substituting papers in a scries of grey
tints. It was found that bees can distinguish blues and purples on the one
hand from yellow and orange on the
other. They can perceive ultra-violet
rays which we cannot see, but to reds
the bee is color-blind. In cataloging
the flowers normally visited by bees
it has been found that the most common colors are blues or purples, but
quite frequently yellows, and that
these are the colors which render
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flowers most conspicuous to them.
Among flowers of more than one color,
the most frequent combinations are
yellows or white associated with blues
or purples which, in bees' eyes, present the maximum contrast. Could this
be the reason for so many blue and
yellow early spring flowers, and blue
with yellow centers, since the bee flies
with the first days of late winter before too many insects arc abroad? Red
and white or red and yellow combinations probably appear as black and
white and offer the necessary contrast
to direct the pollinating agent to the
vital organs.
This is being written in California
awaiting the delayed cargo vessel
which will take us to the South Seas
and Australia. Along this particular
stretch of Monterey Bay are flowers
in massed profusion among which the
Cinerarias, Pelargoniums and African
Daisy-like flower are breathtaking.
None are fragrant but no fragrance
was expected in view of the colors
and markings. Cinerarias in numerous
lush shades of blue and purple each
with its darkly contrasted cushion; the
Pelargoniums with their contrasting
dark markings leading to the vital
throat, one with a bumble bee sleeping on its stomach with a pair of
hind-legs stretched out over the edge;
the large Daisies, primrose yellow with
a startling black band circling the

all-important central portion like a
b e a c o n signaling for the landing.
These flowers give a feeling of transition in the appearance of temperate
and tropical plants. Thinking ahead
to the tropics I try to recall the little
I know of tropical flowers. Five years
have not dimmed the memorable fragrance of White Ginger and Plumeria
as it grows in Hawaii, both pale flowers but, to me, remembered with
nostalgia while the dramatic, but
scentless, Bird of Paradise flourishing
and blooming in the cracked cement
sidewalks remain interesting but nothing more, And the Bougainvilleas and
Hibiscus, both with so many brilliantly colored varieties, fail to take me
back as do the moon-colored Plumerias. Few South Sea books, if descriptive at all, fail to mention the Plumerias, but in these the plant is usually
called Frangipani, a French word
having two meanings—one descriptive
of the white, coagulated milk of the
wounded tree and the other for a
French nobleman of that name who
first made perfume from it about four
hundred years ago.

Marion Hannah
in her garden

Marion Hannah-President Emeritus
"The less people speak of their greatness the more we think of it",
—BACON
Members of the Friday Harbor
Primrose Society have honored the
founder of their society by naming
her President Emeritus. No one has
done more for or loved primroses more
than Marion Hannah during her years
as a grower. For many years she has
grown choice primula, loved them,
and has passed on to others her cn-

It is my hope to write of some of
the spring flowering plants of Australia and New Guinea for the autumn
issue of the Quarterly. It is my surmise that nature does not employ different rules in different hemispheres.
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thusiasm. The many years as President
of the Friday Harbor Primrose Society have been spent in teaching
others her skills in growing the more
difficult species and sharing her best
plants with others. Her many friends
hope that she will continue to serve
the Primrose Society as faithfully as
she has in the past.

1960 Officers of American Primrose Society
At the annual meeting of the American Primrose Society in April the
following officers were re-elected:
President
Mrs. John Siepman
Vice President
Mr. Herbert Dickson
Recording Secretary
Mrs. O. Miller Babbitt
Treasurer
Mrs. Orval Agee
Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. P. B. Charles
New Directors elected are Mrs. Mary E. Henricke and Mr. Orval Agee.
The outgoing Directors are Mr. Wesley Bottoms and Mr. Ross WiUingham.
AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY
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Reprinted with permission from The Gardeners' Chronicle

Leaf-Folding In Amethystinae Primulas:
Its Value To The Gardener
The existence of a specialized group of Primulas peculiar to America was
not known until 1934 when our regional editor Roland E. Cooper discovered the fact.
ROLAND E. COOPER
Essex, England
A point which excited my interest
some years ago was the apparent isolation of the Primrose and Auricula
(members of the two sections 'Auricula' and 'Vernales') in Europe; in an
area, which as far as we know has
always been continuous with Asia and
which has been only recently separated (geographically speaking) from Africa. These two sections, 'Auricula'
and 'Vernales,' are primarily distinguished one from the other by their
method of leaf-folding. The manner
of leaf-folding in Primula is best exemplified by considering the letter C
as the involute type; two C's facing
indicate the leaf position in the hud,
while two C's back to back depict the
re-volute folding.
As one result of my investigations,
plants comparable with Auriculas in
other morphological points than leaffolding were found, one group occurring in Japan (Cuneifolia) and
another group in America (Parry!)
(Proc. Linn. Soc., 1932-3 p 164).
This discovery has value to growers of
these plants as a means of making
new ones and also to investigators of
genetical problems. In passing, it may
be mentioned that in the case of Vernales the hunt has not been as successful, but it is worth while noting
that the seed of this group, while
being more distinctive( see Fig. Gaertner Fruct. et. Semitt, PL 1, 233)
(1788)) can be matched well-nigh
absolutely in another section with
which, so far, no relationship has ever

been mooted. This is Section 'Bullatae,' best known by its species P.
Forrestii and P. Dube nardiana. This
should be of particular interest to hybridists since if two plants in a genus
which has several diverse forms of
construction at any one stage of the
members lives, arc found to be identical in shape, size and furnishing, at
one particular stage, the inference is
that these plants should be sufficiently
compatible for hybridisation to be successful; especially if the stage is one
reached as a response of the plant to ^
most vital urges— dormancy. This in- W
ferenee may be considered dangerous
from the botanical standpoint, but it
seems workable from the gardening
side.
In the descriptive notes of the Bot.
Mag. on Primula amethystina subsp.
brevifolia, t. 9410, the character of
leaf-folding is mentioned and upon it
a relationship is suggested.
These features were discovered in
the search for the relations to P. auricula and any linkages. It was argued
that if some plants folded their leaves
inward and some outwards, there
might exist a plant showing the intermediate stage.
Of all the plants in cultivation, and
it is only with these that such observations can be made, only among the
members of one section was there
fount) to be a departure from the £
standard behaviour.
All the other Primula seem, showI960 SUMMER QUARTERLY

ed, even in their young, first leaf above the cotyledons, the euvature
which developed into the folding typical of one of the two big groups
'Involutae' (inwards) or 'Revolutae,
(outwards). In some of the members
of the 'Amethystinae' section the
young leaf emerged without any curvature or flat.
P. Valentiniana was the first species
in which this flat emergence of the
first leaf wTas noticed. The leaves
emerging after the first one show,
however, a ranging faculty as it were.
In P. Valentiniana the emerging leaves
of a plant with four or five show an
'S' plication. P. amethystina subsp.
brevifolia and P. argutidens show: a
similar wayward tendency. In maturer
plants the leaf-folding becomes definitely involute, although the toothing
in the upper part of the leaf seems
re flexed.
One species of the section (and
there may be others) shows both in
the youngest as well as in the maturer
stages, a definite swinging back of
the leaf edge which is distinctive of
'Revolutae'—P. Kingii.
If the construction of a plant or
the manner of developing its organs
can be interpreted aright as being
adaptations for survival under particular environmental conditions, such
interpretation should be of interest,
if not importance, to the grower.
Normal plants have reflexed leaves
and on these the breathing pores or
stomata occur in greatest quantity on
on the lower side of the leaf. On the
leaves of Auriculas, stomatal dispersal
ranges from even quantities on both
sides to a pronounced tendency for the
greater number on the upper surface.
This has been known for some time,
but it is of interest to find that the
'Cuneifolia' of Japan and the 'Parryi'
of America depart from the normal
on similar lines.
In the following species of the SecAMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY

tion Amethystinae, P. amethystina
subsp. brevifolia, P. argutidens, P.
Kingii and P. Valentiniana, the dispersal of stomata compare more favourably with the 'Involutae' than the
'Revolutae.'
Such a disposition of stomata together with the variation of leaf-folding seem to imply that those plants
still m a i n t a i n a primeval character and
have not been subjected to any conditions which enforce modifications,
concentration or p r o t e c t i o n which
other Primulas have experienced and
responded to, They may be considered
to be a type which is in a stage of
evolutionary flux as far as this feature
is concerned, the other Primulas having acquired and fixed their protection so that it is now inherent as an
advanced and characteristic type of
leaf-folding.
The even distribution of the breathing pores implies growth amid an atmosphere which is constantly uniform
in its moisture content. So long as
this degree of humidity does not range
and so enforce protective devices, and
so long as the atmosphere does not
become definitely dry, its amount
does not matter. When the temperature drops with the change of season
and vegetative activity is compelled
to cease the plant reduces to a dormant bud which tends to be drawn
into the earth by contractile roots and
so remains impervious to season until
the temperature becomes high enough
to stimulate fresh activity.
New and rare plants such as these
arc grown under conditions which are
based upon collectors' reports of their
habitat, combined with sad experiences of what they will not withstand,
acquired by cultivators.
These plants come, as far as is
known and can be ascertained, from
regions where high elevation ensures
low temperature; constant rain and
mists from the vicinity of melting
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snow imply continuous and high humidity. The freeze up during the winter enforces rest.
The grower may have his work cut
out to do so, but the provision of
conditions which ensure the three essentials of coolness, even humidity,
even though it be not high, and quiet
rest during the winter, will enable
him to keep these interesting plants.
Of Roland Cooper's article on the
Primulas of Central Asia which appeared in the I960 Winter Quarterly
Lord Elibank, in a note to Mr. Cooper,
writes:
R.E.C. Many thanks. Most interesting and of great permanent value in
the horticultural world. And quite
unique, because no other white explorer has ever been through those
parts, some of which I, too, know.
Elibank

10-3-60

A Rugged Winter

In Memoriam

Belatedly we announce the death
of our regional editor, Mrs Flossie
Lucas of Chehalis, Washington,
She was a long time member of
the American Primrose and Auricula Society and a charter member
of the Lewis County Primrose Society.
Her hobby was show auriculas
for which she won many blue ribbons and trophies over the years.
The Pictorial Dictionary of the Cultivated Species of Primula is still available at the special price of S2.50.
The two supplements, Vol. 13 #3,
4 are available at .75 each. Write
to the Editor, 2406 Boyer, Seattle
2, Wash.
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•
•
•
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Our Regional Editor discusses plants that arc hardy and dependable.
CHESTER K. STRONG, Loveland, Colorado
Dirty weather beginning in late
September with a tree-crushing fall
of heavy snow, followed by days of
dry cold and sweeping winds, with
no snow cover and no moisture, with
temperature, once to seventeen degrees
below /ero, did not bring as heavy
a winter-kill of plants as could well
be dreaded. Twice hose-watered, but
nothing was protected with more than
lath shades and many had no covering. The ability of plants to take rough
treatment is always amazing!
Spring came early, not behaving as
spring usually does in Colorado, but
arriving in mellow mood with occasional furibund tantrums and lesser
outbursts of temperament. She came
with sunshine and bird-song, producing a fine display of tulip and
narcissus and lesser-bulb flowers. But
being moody she showered down snow
and hail as late as May 19th.
To reach a point quickly: Do gardeners living in the border-land between reasonable enviroment and one
not at all congenial to Primulas place
proper value on two members of section Cortusoides, modest P. saxatilis
and gentle P. Sieholdii. As a rule
neither are specimen plants, one plant
of either will not make a garden but
in masses they have solid virtues. And
what goes with them for decent harmony—any of the Dodecatheons, D.
meadia, or any of the rose-hued
species.
The three are compatable in color
and growth habit, for they all pop
up simultaneously, P. saxatilis being
slightly the earliest with us, all offer
a neat display of delicate flowers, invite the forays of wandering bees, set
their seed, and long before the coming
of frost go underground, avoiding the
AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY

Primula Sieboldii

long dry periods of late fall, and arcnever hosts to such pests as spider
mites. The dirty whims of winter
mean nothing to the plants being as
they are but dormant masses of roots
beneath the surface of the soil.
Correspondence with gardeners of
Japan indicates that to a great extent
P. Sieholdii takes the place of those
plants often prized by Europeans,
such as P. auricula, the polyanthus hybirds, as well as P. aeaulis. Reportedly
there are some 250 varieties of P.
Sieholdii recogni/cd in Japan's gardens.
Do not ignore an opportunity to
secure seed of these plants from
growers, particularly from advanced
amateur growers, in the land where
the species is indigenous—color pattern and size of flowers are quite
satisfactory. The white, the rose and
the patterned rose forms are happy
and cheerful garden companions, they
are rugged, and no more can be askctl.

Carl Linnaeus
The wife of our British Research Editor Captain Hawkes has written the
interesting notes on the life of botanist Linnaeus.
GWENDOLLYN M. HAWSES, Erou'n Roof, Stapclcy, Nantwich,
Cheshire, England
\Vhat the gardening world and the
more pedantic realm of botany owe
to Linnaeus, or Carl von Linne to give
him his original name, ean never be
assessed at a true value. Born in the
Swedish village of Rashult in 1707
where his father was pastor, at a very
early age Carl showed interest in growing plants and later refused all pressure brought to bear upon him by his
father to enter the ministry. He spent
every spare moment in his father's
garden, which definitely interfered
with his studies.
In 1724 he was sent to the college
at \Vexio, but some of the professors
complained to his father that he made
no progress. More in sorrow than in
anger his father decided to apprentice
him to a shoemaker, but fortunately
for the gardening and botanical worlds
this threat was never carried out. Dr.
Rothman, a physician and professor
of medicine at \Vexio urged the Rev.
Nicholas Linne to allow his son liberty to follow the bent of his inclinations, and at the same time offered
to take the youth into his own family
and initiate him into the rudiments
of medicine.
The father relented and Carl went
into the Rothman family with whom
he stayed for about three years and
made astonishing progress in his stud) 1
of botany. While there he was able
to study Tournefoot's Principles of ttotany and it was this which gave him
the idea of a new method of classifying plants. Before he Could do this,
however, he had to complete his medical studies for which it was necessary
for him to go to the University of
Lund. Here he was fortunate enough
to reside with the Professor of Botanv.
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This man reali/ing the misfortunes
of his poverty gave him hospitality.
While in Lund the young Linne
had access to the best books on his
favourite subject and made the most
of his opportunities. After leaving here
he went to Upsal, the most celebrated
University in Sweden, but the lack
of means nearly put paid to his
further studies. This did not last long
for while he was in the Botanical
Gardens at Upsal, he met Celius, one
of the most eminent botanists in Sweden, who was also a Professor of Divinity. This Celius was astounded at
the knowledge of the young man and
as he was compiling a book on the
plants mentioned in the Bible.it occurred to him that Linne would be a
considerable help. Once more the
youth was in luck for Celius invited
him to stop at his house and provided him with board as well as lodging, and also gave him the run of
an extensive library.
When Carl Linne changed his
name to the Latin form of Linnaeus
is not known, but it appeared to be
a craze with botanists so to do. It
was while Linnaeus was at Upsala
that he completed his classification of
plants, which was to bring him to
world renown. His method was based
upon the examination of pistils and
stamens. He began by distinguishing
the plants without flowers from those
which had flowers, re-dividing the
latter according to their special characteristics, To him later naturalists
owe the definition of genera and
species and the uniform use of specific names. His style is a model of
brevity and precision, with no possibility of ambiguous meaning; he was
I960 SUMMER QUARTERLY
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most meticulous in the manner in ment to him. However, after his death
which he treated each organ in its the Linnaean Herbarium was bought
proper turn and used a special term for £1,000 by Sir James Edward
for each, which never varied in Smith, which would have pleased the
meaning.
old botanist. This was preserved in
Much of the work of Linnaeus was the rooms of the Linnaean Society's
based on conclusions of his predeces- rooms in London.
sors and the passion for order which
During his lifetime Linnaeus trahe introduced into the science of na- velled extensively in many European
ture and his terse descriptions have countries studying the flora, and he
proved of inestimable value to all was the first to receive the Order of
those who have succeeded him.
the Polar star founded by the King of
Linnaeus visited England where he Sweden for eminent men in civil life.
met such gardening giants as Philip
By his system we are enabled to
Miller, the gardener to the Society ascertain the name of any plant and
of Apothecaries at Chelsea, Dr. Shaw,
the traveller in the Levant and many place it in its proper order or variety
others. He does not appear to have and thanks to him the characters of
been made very welcome at Oxford plant life may be ascertained which
University, which was a disappoint- come into systematic botany.

Seed Exchange
The Society and the Seed Chairman extend their most sincere thanks
to all who contributed to make such
an interesting list as we were able
to have this year. May we dare hope
for another, next year, as good or
even better? And shipment as early
as possible?
The unavoidable late arrival of
many of the contributions to the seed
exchange has posed the question of
what to do about them. Last season
an addendum was issued. This year,
as will be seen from the list, a great
number were late in arriving. Our
list must be in the printer's hands
before December first, to be included
with the Quarterly.
In view of the high cost of printing,
it is felt that the addendum lists
should be omitted in the future, and
the late arrivals not included in the
seed list be placed under refrigeration and added to the next years seed
list, marked by a symbol to denote
they have been under refrigeration
for this reason.

• •
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It is felt that if the seeds are fresh,
refrigeration and holding should not
affect their viability, Membership reaction and comment will be welcomed
by the Chairman.—Elmer C, Baldwin
Editor's Note: In a recent letter
Mr. Baldwin told me of the seed sent
by Mr. V. Kristof, Chrudim Chczchoslovakia. The seed was packaged in
handmade containers. It was the
cleanest seed imaginable—each seed
having the appearance of being polished, and not a trace of chaff. Each
packet had to be carefully opened by
Mr. Kristof for inspection authorities.
The seed was in transit three months.
All this generous donor wished in return was some seed for friends and for
himself some coloured water lily seed.
Mr. Baldwin made some inquiries for
these but the price is excessive. If any
members have access to them (they do
not set seed in this Northwest climate)
it would be greatly appreciated if you
would send them to either Mr. Baldwin or directlv to Mr. Kristof.—
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The Cape Primrose
The W estovers are well knoivn for their fushias and begonias. Last year they
began to grow auriculas and primroses. In their garden plot at the Kirkland Shmv
they lined Streptocarpus, commonly known as Cape Primrose. In answer to the
many questions asked at the show Mrs, Westover has written about them.
ALTA WESTOVER, Seattle, Wash.
Looking for a "different" house
plant? One with colorful blooms, rich
foliage, easy and happy growing habits? Just grow a few Streptocarpus and
you'll wonder "Howcomc" you've missed knowing about this cooperative
little plant. Its friendly name is "Cape
Primrose", because it originated
around Capetown, South Africa, and
because the foliage resembles that of
a primrose. There are about some sixty
known species found in Africa, Madagascar and America. Four species especially popular are S. Rexii, S. Dunmi, S. Wendlandii and S. Saxorum.
The latter however, has a branching
habit and leaves utterly unlike those
of a primrose.
The Streptocarpus is related to the
Gloxinia, being a member of the
Gesneriaceae family, but instead of
growing from a tuber, it has fibrous
roots and propagates like an African
violet. New plants may be started from
leaf cuttings, divisions of plants, as
well as from seeds. Just wheedle your
neighbor into exchanging a leaf of a
different variety with you, or you can
even use a damaged leaf of one of
your favorites and start a new plant. If
you want to use the damaged leaf,
just cut it off at the base of the plant
so that P/2 inch of stem remains,
and plant about an inch deep in damp
sand or in your favorite rooting medium. If the leaf happens to be a
long one, awkard to handle, just snip
off the top half. Roots should form
within two or three weeks, at which
time transplant the cuttings into a
good growing medium.
We have tried several potting mixes, all of them loose and rich. That's
100

Streptocttrytts

the nice part of growing Streptocarpus; they are not so particular as some
other gesneriads. We have used various combinations of leaf mold, re- (j
gular peat moss and dehydrated cow
manure, but our last mix seems especially satisfactory. This is made up
of three parts alder leaf mold, two
parts of compost and one part enriched peat moss.
The seeds of the Streptocarpus are
huskier than you think for being so
very small. Plant them in December
(or even earlier) in finely sifted leaf
mold or in very fine vermiculite, or
in good African violet soil mix with
peat moss added. We like leaf mold
best. Sprinkle seeds on top of the soil,
do not cover, and place a glass over
the container to conserve the moisture.
Place the container in a warm spot,
but not in direct sun. Be sure that
the seeds never become dry during
germination period (about 12 days)
and if too much moisture appears on
the glass keep it wiped off with a

t

*

People And flowers In The News
Bon Voyage - Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Bellis are on their way to Australia for a"
extended visit. Mrs. Bellis has promised to send Barhaven Notes from
various ports en route.
Artistry In Floral Arrangements—When a man tosses a salad, plays the piano,
or designs hats the results are usually more interesting than when done
by a woman. So it was at the National Auricula Show in Seattle when Mr. Anton '
Schwarz entered floral arrangements in a show
for the first time. Entering the division for
men As YOM Like It he ran the gamut from
humor to sheer beauty and was awarded the
runner-up sweepstakes award in the Decorative Division. He and his wife Catherine entered plants for the first time at the 1960
Tacoma Show where Catherine was runnerup sweepstakes winner. Mr. Schwarz received
blue ribbons for his auriculas which are his
particular hobby at this show. At the Kirkland Primrose Show they came close to the
sweepstakes again. Anton Schwarz is retired
and devotes all his time to growing plants
of every description at their home in Seattle.
Photo by Chantry

Summer Blooming Primula Polyneura—Mr. Orval Agee, newly elected member of the American Primrose Society, is well known for his skilled
photography. The contrast of dark and light
on both florets and foliage of this lovely woodland primrose is a tribute to his art.

(Continued on Page 108)
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A Comparison of the Arthritic Primulas

» 1>

From descriptions in "The Genus Primula" by Smith and Fletcher
JAMES STUART McLEES
Seattle, Washington
Rhizome and Roots:
A perennial with a long or short, slender or stout woody rhizome,
often branched, tightly clothed at the apex or for most of its
length with the withered basal remains of old foliage, and bearing many thick, fleshy roots
Foliage:
Leaves forming a compact rosette
including the petiole 1-9 em. long, 0.5-3 cm. broad
including the petiole 1-10 cm. long, 0.7-3.5 cm. broad
including the petiole 1.5-10 cm. long, 1-4 cm. broad
including the petiole 1.5-5 cm. long, 0.5-2 cm. broad
ovate to elliptic or oblong or even obovate
oblong to oblanceolate or lanceolate
acute, obtuse or rounded at the apex
gradually tapering at the base into the stout, broadly winged
petiole hardly separable from the lamina
very narrowly cartilaginous and conspicuously glandular-ciliate
at the margin
conspicuously cartilaginous at the margin
markedly cartilaginous and very minutely glandular at the margin
coriaceous, entire, glabrous
shining above but not viscid
pitted all over with translucent glandular dots and somewhat
viscid
midrib sometimes fairly conspicuous
venation otherwise obscure
midrib fairly prominent below
Scape:
1-11 cm. long
2-15 cm. long
2-12 cm. long in fruit sometimes 20 cm. long
1-8 cm. long
generally longer than the leaves
stout and erect
markedly glandular
glabrous, sometimes slightly glandular at the apex
carrying a 1-6 flowered umbel
carrying a 2-6 flowered umbel
carrying a 1-7 flowered umbel
often with a solitary flower but sometimes 2-3 flowered
Bracts:
4-18 mm. long
0.5-3.5 cm. long
3-1 5 mm. long
4-12 mm. long
Linear to lanceolate or narrowly oblong
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Slightly glandular
Often purplish tinged
Often reddish tinted
Pedicels:
2-1 5 mm. long
2-12 mm. long
5-20 mm. long, in fruit to 50 mm. long
2-8 mm. long, slightly more in fruit
Stiff and erect
Glandular
glabrous or faintly glandular
Calyx:
8-17 mm. long
8-20 mm. long
3-14 mm. long
6-10 mm. long
Tubular to tubular-companulate
Tubular
Sometimes tinged with red
Often tinged with purple
Glandular
Very minutely glandular
1 Sprinkled with glands and glandular-ciliate at the margin
Cut 1 / 3 - 1 / 2
Into ovate or oblong lobes
Into lanceolate or narrowly oblong lobes
Into broadly ovate or sub-rotundate slightly imbricate lobes
Obtuse or rounded at the apex
Acute or sub-obtuse at the apex
Corolla:
Rose to lilac, with a white eye
Rose-lilac or purple
Pink or rose with a white eye varying to blue, red or white
Rich rosy mauve to rose red with a white eye and throat
Exannulatc, heteromorphic
Tube 1-2 times as long as the calyx
Tube usually about as long as the calyx but sometimes to nearly
twice as long
Tube 1-3 times, usually twice as long as the calyx, cylindrical
Ampliate above insertion of the stamens
Glandular-pubescent at the apex within
Limb 1.5-4 cm. in diameter
Limb 1-3 em. in diameter
Limb 2-4 cm. in diameter
Limb 1-3 cm. in diameter
Lobes broadly obovate and deeply emarginate
Glandular hairy at the base within
Stamens inserted near base of tube in pin-eyed flowers
Stamens inserted in the lower third of the tube in pin-eyed flowers
AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY
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Stamens inserted near the middle or in the upper half of the tube
in thrum-eyed flowers
Long style 1/2 - 2/3 the length of the tube
Long style 2/3 the length of the tube
Short style 2 mm. long
Short style 1/3 the length of the tube
Capsule:
4-7 mm. long, 1/2 length of the calyx
6-8 mm. long
5-7 mm. long
6 mm. long
Olbong, included
Dehiscing by longitudinal valves
Seeds 1-1.5 mm. in diameter
Seeds 1 mm. in diameter
Irregularly quadrate in outline
Much winged
Winged
Somewhat winged or sharp edged
Almost smooth surface
Smooth surface

X
X

X
X

PRIMROSES
AZALEAS

Westover
Greenhouse

X

X

Glenn Dales
Cablet
Dutch Hybrids

Specializing in
Primroses, Fuchsias and

Tuberous Begonias
2 Blocks East of Highway 99
(Aurora Ave.) on North 175th St.
Seattle

X
X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Phone MOhawk 5-2993
THE LATH HOUSE

X

Primroses, Delphiniums, Fuchsia

X

Chrysanthemums, Dwarfed Sweet

X

Williams

X
X

JONES NURSERY
(Formerly Bartoo's Gardens)

6210 South 28th — Kent, Wash.

X

X
X

Choice Ornamentals and
Rockery Plants

Albert "Bob" Funkner
RT. 2 BOX 238
BORING, OREGON

X

HEWETT'S EARTHWORM HATCHERY
20827 Larch Way, Alderwood Manor, Washington

Hasty

notes

sheets

cards

folders

Mrs. Ford is using our earthworm soil with amazing results on her auricula
offshoots, primulas, vegetables and African violets.

12 assorted untinted $1.00

WE SELL EARTHWORMS BY MAIL ALL OVER THE U. S.
$7.00 a Ib., including instructions—$4.00 for Vi Ib. {approx. 1000 worms)
No mail shipments of earth — 2 qts. 49c; 5 qts. $1.21; 25 qts. Jumbo $5.00

Size 4 ]/4 x 5 Yi—Envelopes Included
Samples of four types postpaid 25c

10 assorted tinted

PROTECT
ROSES
FLOWERS
SHRUBS
with

PRIMROSE STATIONERY
Elmer C. Baldwin

Because we are going Easf for a few months, we will not be at the Pike Place Market on Fridays and Saturdays as before. PERFECT EARTH will be available at our farm (write for appointment) or at our new distributor's in Seattle—Nancy Ford, 2406 Bayer Ave., Seattle 2, Washington. (2 blocks East of Queen City Yacht Club].

2% miles lourh Kent, Weit Valley Highway

$1.00

SPRADUSTO
VETTERLE & REINELT
CAPITOLA, CALIFORNIA

400 Tecumseh Road,
Syracuse 10, N. Y.

HANNON ACRES
17300 S.E. Oatfield Road
Portland 22, Oregon

CANDELABRA AND OTHER
PRIMROSE SEEDS
CANDELABRAS: Bartley Strain pulverulenla, onisadora, Bulleyana, burmanica, heledoxa, Joponica
and pulverulenta.

PAGODA HYBRIDS: Fujiyama (while), Celestial
Rose, Cloissoni Pink, Monchu Yellow, Imperial
Red, Mandarin Orange, Oriental Apricot, pastel
and lavender shades.
FLORIDAE HYBRIDS
PR. POISONI
PR. ROSEA "Delight"
PR. SIEBOLDI (mixed)
Separate colors, or mixtures of above $1.00 pht.
1O4
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L. A. Krause & Co.
METAL PREFABRICATED HOUSES
METAL GREENHOUSES
PRoipect 8-2840
14702 Highway 99, Lynn wood. Wn.
AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY

Pacific sfrain of
Polyanthus Primrose*.
Fresh seed available now.
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mflRKET^SQUORE
AURICULAS

named varieties of
Show and Alpine
W» now Kov« a good ttock of
all Hi* b * i t known vori»ti«i
only.
A f«w novaltiei
« In
limited quantity.
Our catalogue of Primulci, rar«
Alpinoi, Heathen, and dwarf
Evsrgreeni will intereit you.
it ii fro*.

Catalogue free
ALPENGLOW GARDENS
MICHAUD & COMPANY
13328 Troni Canada Highway
Now Wettminiter, B.C., Canada
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Where There Is

M IX
C

CUPROLIGNUM
There is no rot

CAMPUS NURSERY
A Complete Garden Store
Landscaping
Roses
Choice Specie Primula
Fertosan Compost Accelerator
Come In and See Our BONZAI Collection

5000-25th Ave. N.E., Seattle 5, Wn.
LA 3-5588

POLYANTHUS
AURICULAS

Visit Our Studio
Monday through Saturday 10-6
Bring Your Summer

& Alpine Auriculas
American Grown

JOHN SHUMAN
5957 37th S. W.
Seattle 6, Washington

Guests

4861 So. 144th St.
CH 2-4440
Seattle, Washington

In Seattle, Believue, Burien, Everett,
Tocoma and Olympic

ROCKERY
PLANTS

everything fine in music

Including Auricula and other Primula
Peat Moss—Liquinox—Ortho and
Miller Sprays
JUNCTION

FEED & SEED

4747 California Avenue
Seattle 16, Wash.
We Deliver

WEst 2 - 6 8 2 2

Varieties

SHERMAN CLAY
since 7870
You

heard our

HAMMOND

ORGAN at th«

National Primrose Show in Seattle and at the

1624 Fourth Ave., Seattle 11, Wn.
Write for

brochure on the Hammond Organ

WASHINGTON SEED CO.
In the Famous Pike Place Market
SEATTLE, WASH.

NATRIPHENE
Beit for Damp-Off
Enough for 16 gals.—$1.00
100 tablets makes 2OO gals.—$5.00

1O6

SEEDS

Lift On request

At Lumber Yards — Hardware Stores
Everywhere

Will ship to af; Stares

SKY HOOK FARM

RUDD & CUMMINGS

JOHNSON, VERMONT
1608- 15th Ave. W., Seattle 99, Wash.

Announcing

PRIMROSELAND

LECKENBY'S

CRESCENT

WEEDER

Keen-edged,
simple to use, long handle,
double edged cutter. Leaves
dust mulch f a v o r a b l e for
plant growth bacteria.
Paradise Polyanthus
Hand Pollinated Seed

Price—$2.95
at Garden Stores

or direct by mail from
Harry N. Leekenby Co.
Duvall, Wash.

Send for List
Mary E. Henricke
P. O. Box 5802, Mrlwaukie, Oregon

Kirkland Primrose Show.

Mr. Chr/sf/anson has been supplying the needs of
Primrose Growers for over thirty years af ffie

89 PIKE ST.

DENTICULATAS

PLANTS

for flatj—-Benches
Fence Post*

SPENCER POTTERY Named English Show
lanterns
patio bells
flower containers

CANDELABRA

PRIMROSES

Wholesale and Retail — Send For Catalogue
We have Peter Klein Doubles, rare specie primula such as Kingii, Kisoana, unusual candelabras,
and an acre of garden auriculas, polyanthus, Pansies and Dwarf Fall Asters, "Cherokee Chief"
Flowering Dogwood (the new really red dogwood), Heathers and olpine plants.
Seed and seedling
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transplants ready in August —

Large field plants shipped in September.

WE USE AND SELL BLUE WHALE

FERTOSAN
need turning

PRIMROSES

TRANSPLANTS, FIELD PLANTS, SEEDS
WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA

SPRING HILL FARM

The compost accelerator that
doesn't

PRIMULA

P. O. Box 42
AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY

On the New Highway

Gig Harbor, Wash.
1O7

THE CAPE PRIMROSE
(Continued from Page 100)

cloth. As soon as the sprouts appear,
move the seedlings to more light and
raise the glass top for a few hours
each day to accustom the seedlings
to ordinary room temperatures. When
they start crowding each other (and
they grow fast at this point) transplant into individual small pots or
into flats, spacing them about two inches apart. For this first planting,
many growers us a sandy soil mixture
with some peat moss added.
When the plants are getting started,
keep them warm and in the shade
but after they are well established
they tend to get unhappy if the temperature gets over 7 5 degrees Fahrenheit. They need more light at this
time and can even stand a little sun.
Watering is a problem for some people. Don't let them get completely
dry, but don't overwater. Keep water
off the foliage and make sure there
is always good drainage in the pots.
Don't feed until blooms start to form,
and even then go lightly with the
fertilizer. Feed onee a month with
dilute solutions of a highly concentrated
balanced
liquid fertilizer.
Greenhouse grown plants bloom in
about five months, but it may take
seven months for plants to bloom
when they are grown in the home.
Give them plenty of light and it is
possible to get earlier flowering.
Stretocarpus can even be grown
outside in some parts of the country
and they do well from June until
fall. They must be brought indoors
before the frost hits them. We haven't
given them a fair trial as outside
plants here in the Pacific Northwest
but from time to time some enthusiastic gardener tells of his delight in
having Cape Primroses blooming all
108

summer long in his shaded flower bed.
We ask all these growers for their
techniques and it appears that the / -A
plants thrive outdoors if they are com- \.W
pletely protected from wind and direct sun. These likeable plants demand light, moisture, some shelter,
a spray if aphids should attack them,
and a little food once a month. Cater
to their needs and you are rewarded
with lovelv blooms for many months.
Slide Chairman
Mrs. Dorothy Dickson, slide librarian, wishes to thank those members
who responded to her request in the
Spring 1960 Quarterly. The greatest
need is for good slides of Julianas. As
original slides are better than reproductions, it is suggested that any members taking colored slides please take
an extra for the A. P. S. Slide Library.
The pictures are available to anyone
wishing to show them for a small
charge.

Plants For Sale
Summer and Fall at Garden Only
Primula Species, Polyanthus
Seedling transplants—Old plant divisions. Seeds for mail order—$1.00
per pkt.: Goldlace Polyanthus, Selected Garden Auricula, Alpine Auricula, Polyanthus, bright red and
orange shades mix.

PERENNIM.
GfcRDENS
13347-56th Ave. So.
Seattle 88, Washington
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Introducing

^ Herbert Dickson of Dickson's
Perennial Gardens
In t h i s a n i l I'ulurc issues we woukl
like to introduce our advertisers. It
is hoped that by presenting a short
biographical sketch you will come to
know them better and realize that we
solicit advertising from qualified growers and f u l l y lesled products only.
Our advertisers help us to publish
a better maga/.ine, and it is to our
advantage to support them by buying
from them whenever possible. Please
mention that you saw their advertisement in the Quarterly when you
send for a catalogue, product or plants.
The Fditor
Besides serving as vice president of
the National Primrose Society Herbert
Dickson, of D I C K S O N ' S P K R K N NIAL GARDENS, 13347 56th Avenue South, Seattle, Washington, is
president of the Washington State
Primrose Society. He is well known
as a specialty grower of P r i m u l a species. He raises just about every variety
of Primula that will grow here and
gets them to bloom.
He works for the army Records
Management Officer at Fort Lawton
in Seattle, but hopes to make his
hobby a f u l l time business when he
retires from U. S. Civil Service. One
wonders how he finds time, in addition to his Primulas, to raise anil hybridi/e choice Iris, Daylilies, Daffodils, and rockery plants.
Herb has an expert assistant now.
In October 1959 he married the former Dorothy Strcdicke, keeper of the
slides for the American Primrose Society, a well qualified primrose judge
and lecturer, as well as an experienced
primrose grower.
He has four daughters who live in
Columbia, Missouri.

Herb IDickson
Following is a list oi: some of his
m a n y activities:
|oincd the Taoma Primrose Society
ciety in 1953
Won best polyanthus in Tacoma
Shim in 1954
Chairman of the first National
Primrose Show in Tacoma in 1955
Best seedling Juliae at N a t i o n a l
Show in Kirkland in 1956
Sweepstakes winner and Best Species at N a t i o n a l Slum in C'hehalis
in 1958
Professional Sweepstakes winner at
National Show in k i r k l n n d in 1959
1960 Professional Sweepstakes winner at K i r k l a n d , Tacoma, and the
National Auricula Show in Seattle.
Introduced a new Juliana "Buttercup" in 1960
Herb Dickson moved from Tacoma
to Seattle in 1955, but he and Dorothy still attend the Tacoma Primrose
Society meetings regularly. They have
both been leaders in Primrose ativities lor m a n y years.

Ftrtosan Compost Accelerator, West Jordan, Utah
O. A. Moore, Colloidal Soil Service, College View Station,
3827 South 52nd Street, Lincoln 6, Nebraska
Glair W. Stille, 137 Bassett Avenue, Lexington 27, Kentucky
Solly's Puget Sound Seed Company, 1530 Westlake Avenue North, Seattle 9, Wn.
DUNN SALES LIMITED
310 King Street East, Toronto 2, Ontario
140 St. Paul Street West, Montreal 1, P.Q.
CANADIAN ORGANIC DEVELOPMENTS LTD.
306 Burns Building, Calgary, Alberta
MACDONALD & WILSON LTD.
562 Beatty Street, Vancouver, B. C., Canada

Special to A.P.S. Members
Members of the American Primrose
Society are given a special advantage in the purchase of Fertosan.
Packets of the si/,e necessary to reduce one ton of waste material to
compost in thc six-week period,

sold in the State of Washington
at S1 a packet, may be obtained
for 6Oc, post prepaid, from the
office of the A. P. S. Quarterly,
at 2406 Buyer Ave., Seattle 2,
Washington. Washington State purchasers should include sales tax.

